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~ Choose your groove. 


The hottest phones. with SPARK," bundled up for the holidays. 
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Our music boxes include: 


m= LG Chocolate phone or Samsung A720 phone 
m Stereo Bluetooth® headset with travel case 
® 1GB memory card with reader 


@ Clear phone carry:case 
Hot Chocolate Music Box Sweet Jam Music Box 
$169.99" $199.99" PLUS, get up to 3 months of unlimited music downloads** 
(3 year contract) (3 year contract) 


— TELUS 


the future is friendly" 


For more details on these great offers, visit your TELUS authorized dealer or retailer, visit telusmobility.com or call 1-866-264-2966. 
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vailable while quantities last until December 31, 2008. Music box availability may vary, *E{fective net price based on a 3 year contract after in-store discount or invoice credit on your future TELUS monthly bill. **Ofer available to new activations only until December 


af contract will recewe 5, 2 or 3 months respectively of SPARK 25 Music bundle, including unlimited access to songs from the TELUS mobile music store. Premium songs are extra and will ba billed on a pay-per-use basis. © 2006 TELUS, 
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Finally... 


Edmonton’s most unique gifts, now INTEREST FREE with your (pf Credit Card!* 


Only until’ Christmas, get the world's most innovative 
home furnishings and accessories, (Pay later... MUCH later!) 


“OAC, Details in store, (We make financing easy too!) The (pf Bear 
is yours free when you apply for the Bf Credit Card, No purchase required. 
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472.7100 
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“Naw. We're leaving on a brown note. 
Like always.” —Kenny Seldom, zombie 
bassist 


DOWNTOWN EAST /7 

“We have a plan to have that plan. [In] 
this city today, it’s difficult to find housing 
for lower-income people, partly because 
we haven't built it yet.” —Bob Caldwell, 
project manager for redevelopment 


THE NUTCRACKER / 55 

“Peter puts so much passion and love into 
his conducting, and he’s really supportive 
of the dancers. When you are out on stage 
you can feel how attentive he is to both 
the musicians and the dancers.” —Alexis 
Maragozis, ballerina and Snow Queen 


We're not especially good spellers, as 
pme of you are fond of pointing out, so 
ye can pretty much guarantee that there's 
‘typo, grammatical error or some other 
foo-boo in this issue. The first several 
people (rather arbitrarily chosen) to send 
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ie pile of astoundingly horrible CDs in 

Ur offices. And we're losing the battle— 

Ur pile is closing in on 400. Help! 

‘last week, we made George W proud 

id referred to Chilean as a language, as 

ell as discovered that someone reads 
horoscope, as they pointed out a miss- 
word in the text. Thanks for reading. 
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SCIENCE = MAGIK / 57 

“It's a slightly negative science thing. | 
have a reaction against science being 
seen as something that's going to save 
us.” —lke Bushman, U of A printmaking 
grad and skeptic 
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“THERE WILL NOT BE ANY MONEY AND/OR CHICKS FOR FREE, BUT THIS WILL BE FUN! 


Word's getting around about 
Blundstone boots. Words like: Comfortable, durable, dry, 
easy, cool, relaxed, sensible, fun, stable and lace-free. Once 
they've had a pair, people just can’t say enough good 
things about them. Try a pair for yourself. 
Yes, these boots are made 
for talking. 


The Chunk 2 
Available in Pllncomfatseer es 


Brown and Black www. biundstone.ca 
Gravity Pope - 10442 82nd Street - 439-1637 
Wener Shoes - 10322 Jasper Avenue - 422-2718 
SoftMoc ~ West Edmonton Mall - 489-5616 
Campers Village Inc. - 10951-170 Street NW - 484-2700 
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JOIN THE CREATIVE CLASS 


Centre students know who they are and what they want. 
They're passionate and have a clear vision of their future. 
They want careers that cultivate their instincts and reward 
their creativity. 


The Centre for Arts and Technology provides an inspired 
educational environment for motivated students seeking 
rewarding creative careers. Join the creative class. Call 
us to find out how. 


- 3D Animation + Digital Filmmaking 
+ 3D Game Art and Design - Digital Media Design 
+» Audio Engineering + Event and Talent Management 


- Information Technology 
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Kelowna, BC _V1Y 772 
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Not in my (luxurious) backyard! 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 
ith a vacancy rate that hovers around the one per cent mark and 
We house and condo prices skyrocketing at a dizzying pace, 
Edmonton is not a very fun place to be looking for a new home right 
now, and there is every indication that things are going to get worse before 
they get better out there. 

And I'm just a young, single guy. What about families? Edmonton is touted 
as a great place to raise your kids, but it’s got to be hard to give little Billy a 
good head start in life if you can’t put a roof over his head. 

In a rare show of pragmatism and understanding, the municipal govern- 
ment is responding by embarking on an ambitious plan to develop unused 
land in residential communities—land originally set aside for schools that 
were never built—to build housing for young families trying to enter the real 
estate market. (To qualify, families must have a combined income of between 
$60 000 and $80 000 a year.) 

The plan has been met enthusiastically in most quarters, but residents of 
new-ish, upper-middle-class neighbourhoods like Brookview and Twin Brooks 
are vigorously opposing the plan, publicly fretting about damage to their proper- 
ty values (values which are, as mentioned, headed through the roof—just saying) 
and more quietly worrying about having to live in the vicinity of “those people’— 
you know, these deadbeat near-criminals who only make $80 000 a year. 

Certainly, any homeowner ought to be concerned with protecting their 
investment. And it’s understandable that a neighbourhood of established fami- 
lies would be a bad place for “low-income housing’—that is, bargain-base- 
ment bachelor pads like those seen in Downtown-area projects. 

But this is something completely different: these are young families with the 
same aspirations for personal safety, recreation and advancement as the pink- 
stucco-mini-mansion dwellers that seem to be so terrified of them. 

And the real irony is that back when this self-designated privileged class 
entered the real estate market they themselves probably paid roughly the 
same amount for their now half-million-dollar homes as these young families 
will have to pay for their less impressive shacks. 

At a protest outside a town hall meeting on the subject last week, Twin 
Brooks residents opposed to the plan held up signs with saying like “Stop this 
greedy deal!” In my mind, the greed lies on the other side. v 
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= LETTERS 


FUCKING BANDS 


After a friend emailed me your article about bands and their 
vulgar names ("Vulgar band names not that fucking interest- 
ing,” Enter Sandor, Nov 30 - Dec 6), | decided there would be 
no harm in reading said article and responding to it. 

Yes, | am a member of Steven Sandor's “favourite” band, 
the Fuck Around Kids, and | have to say, after reading the arti- 
cle, it sent me into a fit of joy, just seeing our name in print. 

After years of playing songs incorporating the idea of shock 
value, one must realize that the dedicated fan base will soon 
diminish when they grow used to the humour and are no 
longer shocked. Shock value is no longer an easy fix to catch 
the attention of the audience. No, shock value takes just as 
much if not more work than writing quality songs and playing 
quality music. 

Though | believe our music is not bad, | believe more that 
what makes the Fuck Around Kids worth while is a live show 
that not only gives the audience funny, shocking, lyrics, but 
also something fun to watch. Too many times you see a band 
standing still on stage and you might as well listen to the CD 
while looking at a poster, but with these shock bands, you 
know you're in for a damn good time. You can expect vain lead 
singers showing off their abs, short lead guitarists dressed as 
religious icons, homoerotic bass players in spandex, and buff 
drummers spitting on whomever comes close. 

Music is music, and sadly nothing new seems to be hitting 
the streets in the last 100 or so years, but a show is some- 
thing you call mom about, or avoid calling mom about. So | 
hereby invite you out to Chicago to see us live. In fact, | invite 


VUEPOINT 


you to stay at our house where three of the four band mer 
bers live. We can play, you can watch, we can get dint 
together, maybe even catch a show at Second City. Yes, 21) 
vacation with a shock rock show to boot. What do you thi? 


OWEN (ONION) LOWERY 
THE FUCK AROUND KIDS 


FUCKING POLITICIANS 


| applaud Niall McKenna’s pointing out the irony ‘at pal 
cal parties themselves use fairer voting systems than they 
willing to introduce for public elections (“New \eave's. 
old party politics,” Dec 7 - Dec 13). ; 

However, | do take issue with his statement “': 
in BC narrowly rejected a form of proportional ' 
tion called the Single Transferable Vote.” How | 
cent support possibly be considered rejectio" 
warped world where politicians can be elected (0 
governments with under 40 per cent of the vote yet o 
the public to vote over 60 per cent in favou' potore te 
listen to us. 4 aa 

| trust that BC voters will reject this blatan! oe 
overdue and badly needed reform by overwhelmingly 
ing STV when we vote again on it in 2009. 


an 59m 
Only 
maja 
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ANTONY HODGSON 
DIRECTOR, DEMOCHOICE BC 
stil 
Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, whethe! : "i 
complimentary. Send your opinion by mail (Vue W > 
- 108 Street, Edmonton AB SJ 117), by fax (780 
by e-mail (letters@vueweekly.com). Prefere™ é : y 
feedback about articles in Vue Weekly. We reso" °°" 
edit for length and clarity. 
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HRISTOPHER PHILLIPS / chrisp@vueweekly.com 
en asked why he lives 
near Boyle Street, Nathan 
Leach laughed. “Cheap 
ent,” he said. [t's close to Downtown, 
he continued. and, of course, there's 
eat access to parking. He's some- 
What less confident about the city’s 
edevelopment plans for his neigh- 
bourhood, though. 
“Look at the area,” he said. “Look 
all the people around, You can 
Nake something look nice but ... ” 
Leach points to Wyser Manor, the 
OW inlamous housing complex just 
own the street. When it first opened, 
‘d hoped to get a room there him- 
elf. Since the murder in the building 
us fall, however, he’s glad he didn’t. 
Iris, admittedly, a cold afternoon 
ile we're out talking, but the 
uecls are almost completely empty. 
Neither direction, the only sign of 
eyement is the occasional guest 
ving the Mount Royal Hotel for the 
Mor store downstairs. It’s a far cry 
Mi the neighbourhood Bob Cald- 
ll, Project Manager for the Down- 
in East Redevelopment project, 
Wisions 
e want to allow people to have a 
\e-cycie in the neighbourhood, 
childhood to adulthood,” Cald- 
a “a0. He wants the area to 
Me a district people choose to 
F IN for the long haul, and with the 
pouting the city recently 
= a 3 would invest to kickstart 
Blt a it was put to council 
imen a ae the municipal gov- 
Wedray as the means to liter- 
bee le map in a way they've 
"able to do before. 


’ THE PAST FEW decades, the area 


m8 a few blocks north of Jasper 
and east of 97 Street has had 
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a hard time retaining residents. Once 
the heart of activity in the city, it has 
been on a slow decline since a large 
amount of the land owned by the 
Hudson’s Bay Company was sold in 
the early 1900s and commercial and 
residential activity shifted away. There 
is a fair-sized number of seniors living 
in the area, especially elderly mem- 
bers of the Chinese community, but 
there are more single renters than 
most districts of its size, and many of 
them are only sticking around until 
they can afford to move elsewhere. 

“Our focus is going to be on visibly 
changing the neighbourhood so peo- 
ple who develop, and businesses and 
residents, will want to move in,” said 
Caldwell, who added that eventually 
he sees the area resembling nearby 
Oliver and MacDougal. 

One of the city’s aims is to create 
more density in the area’s housing. 
The neighbourhood’s low population 
density (compared to other similar 
parts of town) means less local busi- 
ness activity and fewer people coming 
and going throughout the day, acting 
as “eyes on the street.” The Down- 
town East project proposal drafted in 
August specifically notes that encour- 
aging “a mixture of market-rate and 
affordable housing” will be key to pro- 
moting the balance and diversity the 
city believes will make the area more 
vibrant and livable. 

In the 1970s, Old Strathcona went 
through a process of redevelopment 
similar to the current Downtown East 
project. Norm and Joanne Joly live and 
work in the Old Strathcona area and 
say the age and sense of continuity of 
the neighbourhood have a lot to do 


with its appeal. It plays host to older 
houses, small condo units and large 
highrises, and its density and diversity 
mean many of the locals can walk to 
nearby stores and maintain casual 
relationships with neighbours on a 
regular basis. 

“Connection to space translates 
into concern for well being of others,” 
Norm Joly noted, As third-generation 
owners of a grocery store and a bak- 
ery/cafe on their street, the Jolys say 
they feel a sense of accountability to 
customers, who are often neighbours 
themselves. 

As an example, they cited the out- 
pouring of help this summer when 
Robert Barrington Leigh, an area resi- 
dent, went missing in the River Valley. 
People from all over the neighbour- 
hood, many of whom hadn't known 
him or his family, pitched in with the 
search. The Jolys themselves donated 
office space above the store for the 
rescue effort. They're not sure pre- 
cisely how those kinds of community 
ties are built, but they add that a mix- 
ture of housing for different income 
levels “means people who have more 
feel more accountable to those who 
have less.” 

For all its successes, though, Old 
Strathcona’s increasing gentrification 
means the cost of housing has gone 
up too high for most new buyers, and 
particularly for those unable to meet 
the average cost of market-rate hous- 
ing in Edmonton today. Jason Chinn, a 
newcomer to the east side of Down- 
town, expressed similar concerns 
when he heard about the city’s plans 
to bring more high-end housing into 
his neighbourhood. 

“{ would hope that the people who 
live here would still be able to,” he 
said, “because there's a lot of places 
for older people and shelters and 
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ings'll be great when you're Downtown 
FONTROVERSIAL DOWNTOWN EAST PROJECT HAS A ‘PLAN TO HAVE A PLAN’ FOR LOW-COST HOUSING 


things like that. If higher-end housing 
were here, | don’t know where these 
people, or even I, would be moved to.” 


THE PEARL DISTRICT in Portland, Ore- 


gon, which the Downtown East plan- 
ning committee is looking to as a 
model community, is slightly older 
than Edmonton's Downtown but went 
through a similar period of stagnation 
and drab uniformity of uses until 
developers began converting old 
warehouses into art galleries. In two 
decades, it has become a gold stan- 
dard of district revitalization in North 
America, but critics argue the area’s 
original residents—mostly lower- 
income individuals and artists—can- 
not afford to live there anymore 

Chinn also wonders whether other 
new residents would want to move 
into upscale housing next door to 
people living in lower-cost housing 
Chris Willard, a visitor staying in the 
Boyle Street area, is skeptical too. 

“People will gét jealous of one 
another,” he predicted. “The rich peo- 
ple think all of us are no good. They 
stereotype us right away, ‘cause we're 
all poor. Not poor, you know, but 
we're surviving.” 

Michael Farris isn't daunted by the 
challenges the area faces as it 
becomes host to a denser mix of high- 
er-end and affordable housing. He’s 
the co-chair of the Social Action Plan 
component of the project and execu- 
tive director of the Edmonton City 
Centre Church Corporation. Accom- 
modating the district's current resi- 
dents is a key priority for the city, he 
insisted, but contends that greater 
diversity will be an asset for everyone 
in the neighbourhood. 

“Inclusivity creates a healthier com- 
munity,” Farris said. “It invites a 
mosaic of interaction that is very 


healthy in any community, particularly 
talking about not only a mixture of 
housing but also commercial applica- 
tions and so forth, so that people can 
shop in their own neighbourhood and 
create the vitality that is lacking any 
time that you have an area that has a 
single, exclusive use.” 

He said the area has been neglect- 
ed and destroyed throughout the 
years by razing of housing inventory 
and heavy conversion of land into 
parking lots, which make up as much 
as 20 per cent of the ground cover in 
the area today. But he lauded 
McCauley’s mix of social housing and 
upscale infill as a point of reference 
for the successes of diversity in an 
Edmonton neighbourhood. Its com- 
munity league, he pointed out, is vital 
and active. Viable commercial fixtures 
in the area demonstrate the strengths 
of older areas—particularly where 
conditions are conducive to diversity 
and new housing, and uses can be 
mixed in and added in a positive way. 


BUT FOR DOWNTOWN EAST residents 


like Murray (who declined to give his 
last name), it doesn’t mean anything 
unless it is affordable. A local for 25 
years, he’s been living on the street 
since his unit, as well as several oth- 
ers, in the historic Brighton Block was 
declared unfit for human habitation 
earlier this year 

Ironically, the Brighton Block was 
where the city first referred residents 
displaced from the Lodge Hotel next 
door when the Canadian Ukrainian 
Museum and Archives, who own the 
Hotel, served notice to occupants of 
all 50 of its former housing units in 
anticipation of museum expansion 

City officials say the evictions from 
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Duncan wants a rematch 
in Edmonton-Strathcona 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 
inda Duncan clearly believes in second 
chances, and she’s hoping voters in 
Edmonton-Strathcona agree. 

After losing to Conservative incumbent 
Rahim Jaffer by slightly less than 5 000 votes in 
the 2006 federal general election, the local 
environmental lawyer announced this week 
that she plans to again seek the NDP nomina- 
tion in the hotly contested riding. 

In a statement released to media on Dec 7, 
Duncan claimed that she was “finally spurred 
to again take on Jaffer” because of her opposi- 
tion to his government's environmental policy, 
the so-called Clean Air Act. 

“We have ratified a lot of environmental 
agreements and conventions and protocols, and 
we are quickly eroding our international reputa- 
tion by not living up to them,” Duncan told Vue 
after announcing her candidacy. “I am fed up 
with putting friendly federal-provincial relations 
ahead of Canadians’ health and environment. I 
plan to run a campaign for a strong Canada.” 

Duncan has thrown her hat into the ring 
fairly early: as of press time, the riding’s NDP 
association has not even scheduled a nomi- 
nation meeting (Duncan is not yet officially 
the party's candidate, although no other hope- 
fuls have emerged as of yet), and there has 
not yet been any formal indication that Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper's government has 
any intention of calling an election in the near 
future. However, because the 2006 election 
resulted in a minority Parliament, the next 
election could conceivably come at any time, 
although conventional wisdom seems to point 
to a spring vote 

“There are rumours afloat that an election 
might happen in the spring,” Duncan agreed. 
“The logical time for some party to decide to 
bring the government down is during the budg- 
et, and the vote on the budget will likely hap- 
pen at that time.” 


IN LIGHT OF THE RIDING’S characterization as an 
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area popular with artists and progressives, not 
to mention the fact that it includes the Univer- 
sity of Alberta and surrounding neighbour- 
hoods popular with students and academics, it 
might seem a little odd that Edmonton-Strath- 
cona has been represented by the Conservative 
party or one of its various component parts for 
over three decades. 

Jaffer has represented the riding for almost 
10 years, having first been elected as a mem- 
ber of the Reform party in 1997. Previously, for- 
mer schoolteacher Hugh Hanrahan had 
represented the riding as a Reform MP since 
1993, and before that the Progressive Conserv- 
ative party had held Edmonton-Strathcona 
since the early ‘70s. Duncan, however, says 
she is not deterred by the fact that the NDP 
have never held the seat there. 

“Well, provincially it sure isn’t a Tory riding,” 
she laughed. “The entire area is represented by 
Liberal and NDP [MLAs], so I guess it’s just a 
matter of time until we get the message out 
that we can also have a bit of representation 
federally.” 

Duncan also said she is not worried about 
the prospect of seeing her support shift to the 
Green party, although she is well aware that 
the 3 000 or so votes that party’s candidate 
earned in the 2006 vote would have gone a 
long way to helping Duncan topple Jaffer. 

“Frankly, the message from the Green candi- 
date in this riding last time was, at the end of 
every forum, ‘I hope my votes don’t keep you 
from getting elected.” Duncan revealed. 

“| guess I would say to Green supporters: do 
you want to have a strong environmentalist 
elected, or do you just want to raise more 
money,” she continued. “I would say, if you 
want to support the Greens, send them a dona- 
tion, but vote for me, because I have the best 
chance of beating Rahim Jaffer.” w 
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It was vintage Stephen Hawking. This month, the 
world’s most famous astrophysicist, receiving the 
Royal Society's Copley Medal, Britain’s highest sci- 
entific award, used the opportunity to warn that 
“the long-term survival of the human race is at risk 
so long as it is confined to a single planet.” So we 
must go, as Buzz Lightyear would put it, “to the 
stars—and beyond!” 

Hawking first became famous for his triumphant 
career in science, despite being almost totally para- 
lyzed by a motor neuron disease: the Royal Soci- 
ety’s president, Lord Rees, said he had contributed 
“as much as anyone since Einstein to our under- 
standing of gravity.” His best-selling book A Brief 
History of Time made him wealthy beyond the 
dreams of the average Cambridge professor of 
mathematics. At the age of 64, however, his main 
concern is the future he will not see. 

“Sooner or later, disasters such as an asteroid 
collision or nuclear war could wipe us all out,” 
Hawking said after the ceremony. “But once we 
spread out into space and establish independent 
colonies, our future should be safe. There isn’t any- 
where like the Earth in the solar system, so we 
would have to go to another star.” 

By sheer coincidence, just three months ago a 
decision was made to take the first baby steps in 
that direction: “We're going for a base on the 
Moon,” said Scott Horowitz, associate administra- 
tor for exploration of the US space agency NASA in 
mid-September. 

It was part of the roll-out of NASA‘ plans for the 
new spacecraft that will replace America’s ageing 
and accident-prone shuttle fleet, which will be 
retired in 2010. The Orion vehicles will revert to the 
simpler methods of the Apollo spacecraft that flew 
the manned moon missions in 1968-72 (that is, by 
launching into orbit atop large rockets and descend- 
ing back to Earth by parachute), but their technolo- 
gy will be half a century better. 


THE ARST JOB of the Orions when they enter serv- 
ice in 2014 (after an embarrassing four-year gap 
when US manned space missions must depend on 
European, Russian or Chinese launch vehicles) will 
be to meet American commitments in support of 
the International Space Station. By 2020, however, 
chief NASA administrator Michael Griffin promises 
that an Orion will carry a four-person mission to the 
Moon, the first human visit in almost 50 years. But 
this time, he said, the visitors will be going to 
stay—and to “extend human presence across the 
solar system and beyond.” 

The base will be near one of the Moon's poles, 


DOWNTOWN EAST 
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the Lodge Hotel had more to do with health 
concerns than with the redevelopment plan, 
but it reflects the city’s lack of planning so far 
in accommodating residents who will be dis- 
placed by the project. 

“We haven't made great progress on that,” 
Caldwell conceded. “We have a plan to have 
that plan. [In] this city today, it’s difficult to find 
housing for lower-income people, partly 
because we haven't built it yet.” 

Affordable housing subsidies announced by 
the city last month will go some way to alleviat- 
ing the steeply rising costs of housing, but with 
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Can we continue the 
life beyond the Moon? 


es 


WaAIK of 


as those are the only parts of the suri 
there is continuous sunlight to provide 
there may even be frozen water availabe jn, . 

of the craters). It will serve not only asa gs.” 
centre but a possible stepping-stone to Mays 1, 
about one hundred times as far away — «hy. ta 
step out of the wading pool and into the toh . 
but manned missions to Mars are nowy otjciai, 
the agenda as well. ie” 

“| can't believe that we're Not already |iy 
working on Mars,” said Elliot Pulham, presi 
the Space Foundation, an industry trade organi, 
tion, in response to NASA's September ang” 

plember announce. 
ment. ‘Its a shame we wasted the past 20 or ay 
years, but we do need to get back on track and, 
on with this sooner or later.” a 

{tis a bit late, but full credit to President Georg 
W Bush, who responded to the latest shuttle cia 
ter in 2003 by becoming the first American leader 
to get serious about space flight in decades. The 
question is whether the commitment will survive 
Bush’s departure in two years’ time: a Congress bit 
ter about the lost war in Vietnam gutted the { ding 
for the first US Moon project, and a Congress bitte; 
about the lost war in Iraq could do the same again 

This time, however, the United States is ng 
longer the only major player. The European Union 
and Russia are currently doing a feasibility study for 
a joint rocket and manned vehicle program based 
on their existing Ariane and Soyuz *echnologies, |p 
Asia, China ts already in the manned space-{light 
business, and both Japan and India have cleay 
ambitions in that direction. With or without Amer- 
can involvement, bases on the Moon are likely in 
less than 20 years, and on Mars in perhaps another 
decade. 

That doesn’t really add up to “independent 
colonies” that satisfy Hawking’s criteria, however, 
because human beings cannot live anywhere in the 
solar system apart from Earth without hugely 
expensive and vulnerable life-support systems. {0 
find other habitable planets we must go to the 
stars, a journey many tens of thousands of times 
farther than the trip to Mars. 

Barring some completely unforeseen scientilt 
and technological revolution, that will not happen 
in this century. But unless global civilization sutlers 
an early and comprehensive collapse, the logi ol 
human history suggests that it probably will happen 
eventually, one way or another 

Will that finally make us safe from extinction’ A 
little bit safer, maybe, but any technology thal cal 
take us to the stars can probably also dest y whole 
planets at interstellar range. No matter how far We 
go, we can never get away from eurselves. v 
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Gwynne Dyer is a London-based independent jol" 
nalist whose articles are published in 45 countnes 
His column appears regularly in Vue Weekly 
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options like the Brighton B oc ‘dé 


what the city can to provide, it’s not har’ F 
why it is having a tough time housing P a 
Murray said the severe 10USInS et 
leaves him cynical about the city being)" 
accommodate residents displaced by the res 
velopment plans. ; 
“What the city doesn't understand '* "tf 
don't care if the building is (declare? 
humans],” he insisted. “They're g°'"5 
to worse conditions.” -_ hight 
He's also unsure if people livine m i 
end housing will want to live next door | 
income residences. 
“But I sure would like if it was 5" 
he admitted. “And maybe, believ® It 
could end up one of them.” ¥ 


peop 


psidizeds 
of nol 


ISSUES 


AY BILLET / wrwrw.equal-marriage.ca 
is this simple: three years, three votes 
4 three prime ministers have validated 
wal marriage. The fact is that same-sex 
sauples in Canada can be married. Period. 
Since the Supreme Court of Canada 
led on same-sex marriage, the matter 
fas actually been subjected to six separate 
votes, which, quite frankly, puts a “super 
se’ validation on equal marriage for all 
Gritios have stated that this matter was 
yshed through Parliament, but nothing 
suld be further from the truth. Here are 
he facts. On Sep 16, 2003, an Alliance 
motion opposing Same-sex marriage is put 
prward by then leader of the Opposition 
Stephen Harper and is defeated 132 to 
37. On Apr 12, 2005, Harper's motion to 
jil| Bill C-38, the Liberals’ same-sex mar- 
jage legislation, is defeated 132 to 164. 
‘On May 4 of the same year, Bill C-38 goes 
oa second reading, and is passed 164 to 
187. On Jun 27, the report stage vote on 
Bill C-38 is passed by a vote of 154 to 124; 
ihe next day, the bill passes third reading, 
58 to 133, And just last week, on Dec 7 
f 2006, Parliament voted not to re-open 
the issue by a count of 175 to 123. 
At long last, the debate appears to 


fave finally ended, as well it should. Over . 


2000 same-sex marriages have taken 
place in Canada as gay couples, their 
fiends, families and their children cele- 


brated their love. Marriages celebrated, 


but of love and respect for each other 
logether with their families and friends 
st like any other Canadian couple— 
What a Canadian concept! 
|ain puzzled by those in the extremist 
Minority that speak of “family values” 
iid “natural” this and “traditional” that. | 
lee! very sorry for any of their family 
lembers who are gay or grow up to be 
fey. Discrimination and intolerance are 
faighit at home. What kind of role model 
(you in your family? 
Like it or not, historically speaking, 
Members of the GLBTO community 
Ways have and always will be raising 
dren. In fact, there are many gay men 
nd Wornen in Straight relationships rais- 
Mj children, as there always have been. 
You would think that history has taught 
a few lessons, It was not that long ago 
_ Vornan could not vate. Slaves were 
bight and sold in the “natural” and “tradi- 
bial” ways of the world, as it existed in 
S past. At each step forward the “right- 
minority” has always pushed back— 


* First surgeon in Weste 
°E ience of over 40,000 LASIK pro 


‘S subeet to change without prior notice and may vary based on prescription strength. * 


{ssues is a forum for individuals and organizations 
{o comment on current events and broader issues 
of importance to the community, Their commentary 
'5 not necessarily the opinion of the organizations 
they represent ot of Vue Weekly. 


parliament okays gay 
marriage. Again. 


“Oh my, women voting, that is certainly not 
the ‘traditional’ way of our society.” If you 
are “coloured,” you certainly should not be 
going to school with the white children, nor 
should you be allowed to sit at the front of 
the bus. It’s only “natural.” 


PLEASE ENGAGE IN some personal criti- 
cal thinking about your beliefs. Equal 
Marriage Is simply extending the same 
fights, responsibilities and obligations to 
those of us who have been sitting at the 
back of the bus for far too long. In years 
to come, historians will look back and 
view same-sex marriage as analogous to 
women’s right to vote. It was simply the 
right thing to do. 

The road to equality for any minority 
group is incremental. Take some time to 
do a historical review of equality rights in 
Canada. There is a reason we are so 
fespected on the international stage. | am 
thankful to Canadians and our politicians 
who have been courageous in standing 
up for human rights, and | take tremen- 
dous pride in our country being a world 
leader in this field. 

We still have a long way to go on 
equality rights for Canadians, however. It 
is a fact that women are still earning less 
than men, racism still thrives and homo- 
phobia is still a reality. Recent Edmonton 
Police Service statistics on hate and bias 

,pefimes in Edmonton validate these reali- 
ties today. In 2004, the GLBTO community 
suffered the most crimes against them as 
an identified group, followed closely by 
members of the Jewish community (in 
2005 the Jewish community led, followed 
by the GLBTO community). 

The mind is like a parachute: it func- 
tions best when open. That goes for all of 
Us, and | mean everyone in all communi- 
ties. Those of us in minorities are at 
times guilty of discriminatory practices 
against each other. How can we expect 
the larger community to accept us if we 
too discriminate? As a parent you are 
responsible for modelling equality, dignity 
and respect. As adults each of us is 
responsible for leading by example. May | 
respectfully request that you do your part 
and think about the status of your para- 
chute? w 


Local human rights activist Murray Billet 

is the Alberta representative of Canadi- 
+ ans for Equal Marriage. He is also the 
proud father of two grown sons. 
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customer service across Alberta. 
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Compassionate - Private - Affordable 


A private residential treatment Center 20 minutes from West Vancouver offering both 
Primary and Exiended Care treatment for Drug and Alcohol Addiction 


www.orchardrecovery.com 1.866.233.2299 
“Treatment Saves Lives and It Works” 
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It turns out you can be festive withoy; 
becoming festively PRED: this Season 


= | WELL WELL WELL 
== | health@vueweek!y.com 


It's party season, which means good 
times, and—for diabetics and those try- 
ing not to pack on the extra holiday 
pounds that never do come off in Janu- 
ary—good times tempered by food and 
drink challenges. | think I'll tape this little 
rule to the top of my computer screen: 
simple sugars (and elevated stress levels) 
increase insulin production (which stimu- 
lates a gremlin-like chemical that stimu- 
lates hunger), which stimulates weight 
gain (and potentially Type !I diabetes). 

Actually, it’s a double whammy, 
because the other little thing insulin does 
is increase the feeling of pleasure we 
derive from eating, the wanting more, not 
because we're hungry but just because it 
was so good. 

Fibre keeps insulin levels down, 
though, and it helps break down fat. The 
bad news is that many (probably most) of 
us eat less than 10 grams of fibre a day, 
when we should be getting two or three 
times that amount—20 to 30 grams. This 
is almost impossible to do if we're eating 
white bagels, corn flakes, white rice— 
even lettuce and orange juice have less 
than a gram (and in some cases less than 
half a gram) per serving. 

Squirrelly bread’s good though, as are 
apples, beans, peas, shredded wheat, 
whole wheat pasta, whole wheat pita, 
sweet potatoes, potato skins and rye 
crisps, all weighing in at five or more 
grams per serving. 

Who eats like that all the time though? 
And who doesn’t eat shortbread and drink 
Baileys over the holidays? 

Holidays are one thing, but year-round 
simple-carb, fibre-deficient eating spells 
serious trouble. It is the dark energy 
behind our Type II diabetes and heart dis- 
ease epidemics. Our pancreases have to 
produce more insulin than they're happy 
to, double what they did even 30 years 
ago. High fructose corn syrup, which dra- 


WINTER YOGA 
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check out the website 
for more details 
www.edmontonyogastudio.com 
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matically stimulates insulin production, is 
added to almost everything now, even 
high-fibre “health” foods. So even 
though we may have become expert at 
avoiding Twinkies and Coke, we're likely 
still producing more insulin than is good 
for us, unless of course our pancreases 
have gone on strike and are no longer 
producing enough (as is the case in Type 
I diabetes). 

And this is slightly depressing, but 
some researchers are now saying there's 
another reason for the obesity epidemic. 
Our ability to evolve and adapt has fil- 
tered many of the skinny genes out of the 
gene pool—genetic wiring most inclined 
to keep some fat stores on hand are.the 
ones that have survived the famines of 
our history. We're programmed to survive, 
but with ever-available processed-food 
supplies at our finger tips, we're getting 
fatter than ever. 


OKAY, SO I'LL TRY NOT to have short- 
bread and Baileys every day—just like 
|'ve vowed to spend less time showering 
in electro-magnetic radiation (EMR). 
Which, by the way, is okay anyhow they 
tell us—cellphones (and computer and 
TV screens) pose no health risk. 

But then why are insurance companies 
nervous? Why are they talking about 
potentially fatal consequences for their 
business and about preparing themselves 
for judges ruling in favour of complaints 
on the EMR injury front? 

Maybe because, even though the 
recently reported study on cellphones and 
cancer showed no correlation, many other 
studies on EMR have shown strong corre- 
lations with a whole list of health prob- 
lems, things like abnormal stress 
responses and elevated cortisol, which 
are implicated in obesity, high blood pres- 
sure, heart-disease, chronic fatigue, 


a 


ee 
ig 


depression, altered immune function 
anxiety. 

We'll carry on, though, surfing 
chatting and watching and ; 
games, until we're all comple 
bied-It's how we live 

| did find a couple of bits of c! 
health news to focus on though, thal 
goodness. 

Exercise is, finally, being 
ed in bite-sized pieces, as lo 
accumulate throughout the da 
perfect for me, who is bored 
utes into a walk or a ri! 
Pilates routine palatable on'y 
be done in under 10 minutes 

And for those (mostly over-funcit 
caring, nice, loyal kinds} hesit 
painful felationships, doing so at 
ing them with more posit! 
sometimes an absolute heal 
Relationships prone to whic 
and psychologist John Gottma! 
Four creumen—stonewa alling 
defensiveness and cont 
health risk, as they create serious ®8 
eroding anger in the recipie! 

| think I'll add those to the 
of happy health-inducing thing 
ten about recently. Frien®’y 
people. Bite-sized exercise *""" 
long as they add up). Bee!. wines 
(as long as they don’t add UP a 
Fun physical activities | idan ing, 7 
boarding, walking, skating: hn 
enjoy). Taking breaks and fi 
days. Music, parties, frien’ 
that makes us laugh. Whole id 
with hummus or feta and gal” il 
Squirrelly bread, apples arid well i, 
other foods weighing iN ° 
grams of fibre. And, of coutsé : 
tion.with respect to holiday 5" wl 
chocolate and Baileys. !ts "° € 
really. Happy holidays, eve"! 
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-9-2006—Whi tecourt, AB 


ie you drinkin’ wine for?” 
«narrowed just a touch from totally 
ily, smile with a bit of steel in it. Not 
mesarily a fight-picking face, but a 
hat’s seeing if there's a fight to be 
ed, Family Christmas in a big one- 
cabin somewhere in the unpulped 
ts of Blue Ridge, and I'ma 
nger—a recent introduction viaa 
t introduction, needing to be 
ed out Who am I? Will | scare? Thin 
disguise of plaid flannel and army 
is shredded by the truth of bottom- 
shiraz burbling into a beer cup: I'm 
yhite City as they come—am | some 
of fuckin’ asshole? : ie 
Well, | quess | just feel like drinkin 


ee, we drink whisky.” Plastic tum- 
freld up by example, five fingers and 
mb—a fist, really—of Jack sloshing 
id its knuckles of crushed ice. “Who 
jou here with?” 

indicate my fiancée across the room, 
ling with newfound family. Half-cut 
-soften in understanding; all is 
and \'m off the hook. “Ah. That's 

iv proper side of the family.” 
ip introduce ourselves properly, 
ange a few pleasantries re: the value 
ing (since his last assault convic- 
| Jody's got himself a good job and 
it do that much no more, though he's 


proud to see his son showing a bit of 
two-fistedness), and | head back to the 
circle of prim ‘n’ propers to guzzle my 
goblet of pussy city-boy Christmas Cheer 
in peace. 

So strange a situation. This is my girl's 
recently revealed birth family, people 
she’s known only slightly longer than 
she’s known me, and here we are in the 
middle of ancient annual tradition, speed- 
feading the room for maps and monu- 
ments, the lines of fault and force that 
bind and divide, the Albertan intricacies 


laughing folk are blood cousins, kin ... or 
... Oh, shit ... if my girl’s.from around here, 
then maybe ... ? 

No! No way. Now’s not the time to let 
my mind ride down that line, man. Just 
enjoy the bubblegum taste of herb-laced 
tobacco reacting with wine-buzz and con- 
template the moon... a 


OH, YEAH! THE MOTHERFUCKIN' MOON. 
Hey, does anybody mind if | set aside this 
fuzzy family holiday tale for another time 
in order to talk about the moon for a sec- 


“See, we drink whisky.” Plastic tumbler held up by 
example, five fingers and a thumb—a fist, really—of 
Jack sloshing around its knuckles of crushed ice. 
“Who are you here with?” 


of race and role, position and priorities. 
Handshakes and hugs, turkey and cab- 
bage rolls, liquor and cigarettes ... yes 
Cigarettes. Good idea! 

. Outside on the unrailinged deck, the 
kids are doing flips down into a five-foot 
snowbank as the smokers chuckle and 
chatter and create those wonder double- 


clouds of secondhand and breath-vapour. “ 


| light up, wondering for a moment 
whether my fussy Dutch clove ciga- 
fettes'll earn me the same ride my wine 
did. Feeling speculative, sentimental ... | 
was born around here, too, and also 
adopted away; wonder if any of these 


vis 


nm Park Place 
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perfectly planned condos 


Clareview Junction 
330 Clareview Station Dr 
MARC VANDERWEKKEN 724-8970 


Mon - Thurs 2-7 
Weekends / Holidays 12-5 


Hamptons 
199 Street - 53 Avenue 
AMANDA MADILL 915-4178 


Mon-Thurs 2-7 
Weekends / Holidays 12-5 


South Terwillegar 
7323 South Terwillegar Dr 
REBECCA EFFA 232-5295 


Mon-Thurs 2-7 
Weekends / Holidays 12-5 


ond? OK. So, | just read about how 
NASAs announced its intention to estab- 
lish a permanent manned moonbase by 
2024. Neat-o space cadet wish fulfillment 
value aside, this is the stupidest god- 
damn moneywasting idea in the cosmos. 

Look, | know astronauts are cool and 
everything, but the only thing in space a 
human can de"better than a robot is die. 
The main task of a moonbase, on a tonne- 
for-tonne, kilowatt-for-kilowatt basis, 
would be keeping people alive. It will be 
its own reason for existing. 

There is no legitimate science reason 
for putting people on the moon: the FIVE 


HUNDRED BILLION DOLLARS this dumb- 
fuck space clubhouse will cost to get up 
and running could launch a thousand 
robotic probes on a thousand different 
missions—to Mars, to the Sun, to our 
own beautiful Earth—and immeasurably 
enrich humanity's knowledge of the cos- 
mos and our wonderful, mysterious home. 

Fuck the fucking moonbase. There is 
Nothing there for us, despite what the 
ridiculous ‘40s-vintage helium-mining 
fantasies they're spinning say. Here is a 
complete list of the moon's benefits to 
humanity: it looks nice. 

| mean, it really, really looks nice. 
Hanging there, waning away, outshining 
the stars on a cloudless night. Its only 
competition is the orange glowing steam- 
cloud cloud of the pulp mill on the horizon. 

“Come on, dad! Just do it!” 

| snap back from space. Tough-guy 
Jody's being goaded by the apple of his 
pugilistic eye into flipping off the deck. 
He peers over the edge like it's the lip of 
a canyon rather than a six-inch drop into 


five feet of snow. Sense and sobriety do 


battle with whisky and lifelong daredevil 
instinct across his Nervous-smiling face 
until his wife (or whatever; | just got here, 
myself) puts in her $0.02: 

“For fuck’s sake, Jody! You've got a 
good job; don’t break your fucking back!” 

FLOOMP into the snowbank, a perfect- 
ly cushioned backflop. Sometimes all it 
takes is the concern of a good woman to 
remind a man of his party responsibilities 
... and these people take their responsi- 
bilities seriously. w 


1) Smack That feat. Eminem 
on 
2) Lips of an Angel 
Hinder 


3) Irreplaceable 
Beyonce 


4) My Love 
Justin Timberlake 


5) Sexy Back 
Justin Timberlake 


6) Maneater 
Nelly Furtado 


7) Enter Sandman (Chorus) 
Metallica 


8) Money Maker feat. Pharrell 
Ludacris 


9) You Don’t Know 
Eminem 


10) White & Nerdy 
Weird Al Yankovic 


DIBS 


EXCLUSIVE RINGTONES 


TEXT “DIBS” TO 4321 & HAVE 1ST DIBS 
DELIVERED RIGHT TO YOUR 
VIRGIN MOBILE PHONE! 
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OH, DoulT WORRY, 
IT's COMPLETELY 
PAINLESS... 
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@ for the Bipoilers (and their ji); 


& | IN THE BOX 


SS | DAVEYOUNG AND TB PLAYER 
== | inthebox@veweekly.com 


Here’s another week of Oiler hockey in 
brief. Oiler fans enjoyed a 3-1 home win 
against the former Hartford Whalers (now 
the Carolina Hurricanes in case you're on 
the way to the movie reviews and not 
100% hockey literate—welcome, by the 
way) and a rare road win in Dallas over 
the former Minnesota North Stars (now 
the Dallas Stars if you're still with us). 
But the week ended poorly with a 4-1 
loss to a former NHL contender, the 
Chicago Blackhawks (they've been pretty 
much crap for a while now—yes, they 
should not have beaten the Oilers) and a 
3-2 loss to the Nashville Predators. 
(Nashville? Hockey team? Yep. And 
they're pretty good, too.) 


THE PSYCHIC FRIENDS’ FOOTBALL 
LEAGUE? | hate to say it, but | may 
already know how the season will pan 
out for our Oilers. | have been ina fantasy 
NFL league for a while now (TB was too, 
but he quit) and last season, my team 
barely squeaked into the playoffs, finish- 
ing in eighth place. Then the mighty “L'E- 
quipe Bifteck” (gawdawful nicknames—a 
definitive element of the charm of fantasy 
sports) fought through the playoffs to the 
final, losing in a very close game. Sound 
familiar? Just wait. | beat the number one 
seeded team in the first round (the Iron 
Maidens; the Oilers beat Detroit) and the 
number five seeded team in the second 
(faux football-land: The Slackers; Oilers= 
land: San Jose—fifth seed in the west). 
We had no third playoff round like the Oil- 
ers did, beating the Ducks, but in the 
Championship my pretend NFL team lost 
by six points to the Palm Spring Chill, the 
team that finished in second place over- 
all. The Carolina Hurricanes finished in 
second place in the Eastern Conference. | 
know. Weird. So, last weekend, this sea- 
son's make-believe football team finished 


in sixth place but lost to the third 
team (Fighting Shoe Salesman) "he 
round of playoffs. There it ic 1M 
The Oilers will finish sixth 2 
and lose in round one. Sorry 1)... 


y. M 
guys should have let me win th a { 
year if 


WHAT WOULD YOU D0? jo; 5. 
go again. Last year we needey, bat : 
number one goalie, thie year \o "e 
top two or three D-man who cap m, 
puck, Last year we waited until + 
deadline to make a deal, and 
into the playoffs with the help of iF ; 
ing Vancouver. Will Lowe wait that 
again this year? Should the Oil wai, : 
team drops out of contention? 
they maybe overpay a bit now to mag 
sure they get what they need an, . 
And who are we willing to iy 
make this happen? Email u and i 
know who you think the Oilers shouldy 
sue, and who you think is exp 
Other than, say, me and [ 


START SPREADING THE NEWS 0 va 
tle tradition has started out e 
much as | hate looking to ot! 
for inspiration, | would lave to sax 
ers continue a tradition initiated 
New York Rangers that has < 
spread to the Buffalo Sabres. A 

wins, the Ranger players 9: 
ice and lift their sticks to the hometdy 
crowd and actually acknowledge the fg 
with a team thank-you. !'m not say 
Oiler players are distant or aloof | 
Country; they love their fickle 
cold, verging-on-stalker fan base | 
a little ceremony like the i 
chance to give one last cheer toll 
home team. I'd heard the tradition sta 
with either Henrik Lundqvist or Da 
Kaspairitis. It's not an uncommon pa 
in European football and with, oh 
two Euros on the Rangers sq 
embraced by the team som 
son and | hear the fans just! 
Sykora. Start it up. You were in N 
for a few minutes last season. 1) 


alt unt 
Or 


andy 


byt 


Pre-Business BUSOO1 


Are you ready for a career in business DUI aC! Yi 
entrance requirements? NAIT’s Pre- Busine 
will help you earn the qualifications for ©" 
one of NAIT’s Business programs 


it 


Course Details 

+ Effective Communications BUS96 

* Mathematics for Business BUS97 

* Introduction to Business BUS98 

* Introduction to Critical Thinking BUS99 


Jan 8 to Mar 30/07 OR Apr 2 to Jun 22/07 | 
Financial assistance is available to those who quel''y 
Grant (Skills Investment Program) funding 


Contact Linda Hoffman for more information 
p. 780.471.7836 | e. lindah@na'' 
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70 Without Smyth's grit in the 
sag Hemsky's finesse on the half- 
the Oil power-play is looking 
inp. | sweaf, NO one wanted to 
’ puck ‘on the PP in the Chicago 


awone seemed so afraid to fail 
weren't willing to try anything ae a 
‘simplest of passes or dump-ins. le 
safe, but it’s also ineffective. o =~ ll 
ine object was to make me cuss 7 
py. Then I'd say it was very effec- whens etl 
bed, TB Video capture 
ysuALLY BROUGHT ON AFTER and playback 


nNP CRAZY A quaint little nick- snd playback 
inr the Oilers has surfaced in the 
i Dilogosphere, the assortment of 
filer weblogs out there. The 
; Win five in a row. Lose four in a 
at shut out by a crappy team 
nbus}. Shut out two good teams 
and YVancouver—OK, one good 


GBs NO CONTRACT 


Forgive the layman's eatery but ( LQ 3300 NO CONTRACT 
fisorder involves prolonged peri- | Colour screen sidewues weed 
j depression alternating with | Speakerphone Shuistoatne 

ed sessions of mania. Yep. Pretty Bonus faceplate Digital camera 

ihe life of an Oiler fan. DY $10 starter credit Seeakerohone 


$10 starter craci: 


ALERT! | recently got my hands on Yeu 
vof EA Sports NHL 2007 for my y 
eyve changed a few things since _ 


played, but it seems to be getting 
and more realistic all the time 
it the coaches—they all look like 
je Hamilton in that “baked, not 
ommercial). The most fun for me 
paring the players in the game to 
feal-life counterparts. Here are 
if my observations regarding a few 
fitual Oilers: 

sky: Great stickhandling, but if 
Touches him he falls over 

th: A scoring machine. More 
than in real life. 

forres: A giveaway machine. 
shot. 

Andre Bergeron: Super fast. 
hot. 

Roloson: Can stop anything 
lloaters from the point. 

ov: Yeah, he's still on the ros- 
he’s a frigging tank. 

ba: Also still around. Ineffective; 
fe Wants to be somewhere else. 
yer: League MVP. Gotta love 
evideo games. 1B 
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Visit a Virgin Mobile Mini Store, virginmobile.ca or call 1-877-662-2824, 


0 cy ewer Gey booth EES gles Go 


ministore 


Taxes axtra. Phone availability varies by location. “Virgin Mobile” and the Virgin Mobile logo are trade-marks of Virgin Enterprises Ltd. and used under license by Virgin Mobile Canada t J.D. Power and Associates 
2005-2006 Canadian Wireless Customer Satisfaction Study”. 2006 study based on 5,784 total responses from consumers with Prepaid wireless service surveyed In October 2006. jdpower.com 
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You can cut loose, Footloose in a Caboose 


JENNIFER MARIE LEWIN / jennifer@vueweekly.com 

t is hander to explore Alberta in 
[«: winter. Unless you are 

equipped with a Skidoo and heat 
packs strapped all over your body, 
merely pulling your car out of the 
driveway is all the adventure you 
need in a day. Once in a while, how- 
ever, break the apathy and venture 
out to somewhere new. 

It was a nasty, snowy evening that 
saw my family head out to the Foot- 
loose Caboose Lodge near Tofield. 
My directions were hastily scribbled on 
a napkin. Fortunately, with no wrong 
turns and travelling slightly below the 
speed limit, we arrived at the friendly 
caboose in just under an hour. 

I would have liked to arrive during 
daylight to see this circa-1909 dining 

“car from the outside. Built by the 
Canadian Pacific as an observation 
car, the Mount LeFroy was the way to 
travel back in the day. | made a men- 
tal note to come back for a weekend 
brunch to observe the grounds as well 
as the station house. 

Inside, the small, charming room 
was festooned with holiday cheer: red 
velvet bows and pine boughs hung 
from the curtains. With seats for only 
20 or sc, the car was full and I was 
glad that I had made reservations. 
Our server was busy, and it took us 
awhile to get our drink orders—hot 
chocolate for my daughter ($2), the 
usual Coke ($1.50) for my husband 


and a ginger peach tea ($1.50) for 


myself. Hungry from the long drive, 
we also ordered the grilled ginger 
shrimp ($8.50) to start. 

Settling in with our drinks, I was 
able to take a good look at the menu. 


THU-SUNTO8 SE BRUNCH 10.2 PM 


FO 

CABOOSE LODGE 
ORDA TWP RD 5, KINGMAN AB 
THLSE22372 


CHOO CHOO 


The two pages held the typical mix of 
beef, pork, chicken and seafood dish- 
es; although, the menu receives 
points for creativity for dish names 
such as the Orient Express, Station 
House cutlets, and the Box Car burg- 
er. Typically drawn in by such antics, I 
avoided the interestingly-named dish- 
es and sensibly decided on the pan- 
fried trout ($15.50). 

My husband has loved Hungarian 
food since we ate our way through 
Budapest many years ago, and quickly 
picked the Hungarian Chicken 
Danube ($16.50). My daughter, 
pleased with her surroundings, agreed 
to the bowl of soup and grilled cheese 
sandwich ($6) off the kids’ menu. 
Although this was a more upscale 
restaurant than what we would nor- 
mally take her, I was pleased to see 
that both the service and the menu 
were accommodating. 


"WE TOOK A SMALL TOUR of the dining 


car that included photos of the restora- 
tion. and information of the Mount 
LeFroy’s time period. For a reasonable 
fee, we could even sleep in a refur- 
nished caboose on the property. | hint- 
ed to my husband that this would make 
a particularly good Valentine's Day gift. 

By the time we returned to our 


table, only a short wait remained for | 


the appetizer. The silver bowl was 
filled with plump, tasty shrimp sizzling 


in herb butter, although neither my 
husband nor I could detect any ginger 
in the dish. The “crusty bread” that 
accompanied the dish was nothing 
more than a small piece of underdone 
garlic toast. Fortunately, this was the 
only disappointment of the meal. 

Shortly after our appetizer plate 
was cleared, hot bowls of soup were 
delivered to our table. The bowls were 
surprisingly large, which was a good 
thing since that garlic mushroom soup 
was delicious. I don’t normally care for 
mushroom soup; Campbell's ruined it 
for me. This one was golden and 
creamy, however, with a mild taste of 
garlic and parsley. The slivers of 
mushrooms mixed well with the spiral 
pasta swimming in the bowl, making a 
perfect dish for a blustery night. 

It was quite a wait for our main 


courses, but the pile of food that final- 
ly did arrive matched the accumulat- 
ing piles of snow outside. My plate 
contained a boneless rainbow trout 
stuffed with herbs, complete with 
head, and a mound of fried potatoes. 
My husband's dish looked just as full 
and inviting: his large chicken breast 
was smothered in paprika cream 
sauce with the same side dish. 
Although my daughter enjoyed her 
cheesy grilled sandwich, she was fas- 
cinated with my trout—particularly 
with the head. She declared that it had 


a “happy sort of face,” and she enthu-” 


siastically devoured it when I offered. 
The crispy skin gave way to tender 
white meat, and it was quite satisfy- 
ing not having to pick out all the 
bones. The parsley stuffing gave the 
fish a fresh flavour. Large chunks of 


golden pan-fried potato 
side, and I found mys 
culty finishing the meal 
My husband, on the athe 
acted like he hadn't eaten ial 
One bite of his chicken an : 
stood why. It was Marinated 4 
pan fried to lock in its jy, 
culent meat was then louse 
slightly spicy, deep red pap ’ 
Although my husband wasn't 
fan of the sauce’s mound of¢ 
onions, I thought they roung 
the dish with a touch of swe 
Thoroughly enjoying the 
decided to ignore the 
stick around for dessert 
chose a deep dish bro 3 
only chocolate option out off 
available. I was enticed by tha 
crépe ($5) and my husban 
share from both of ou 
The brownie was slightly 
ing—not deep dish at all—us 
ple cut square of chocolate 
plate. Although my bite 
store-bought, this did not d 
of my tablemates, and th 
dove in. On the other hand, aj 
was Clearly home made 
winner of the evening. Jui 
of fruit were embedded in 
while butter and syrup drpp 
ciously off the top. If the inl 
scenery did not tempt anothi 
the crépe sure did 
We waddled out like littl 
men, $75 lighter including {aX 
Although the glory days off 
road were probably a mole 
time to dine, ! was extremelf 
our heated car trip home. Na 
we'll try a visit during spingt 
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pour menus. 


and I don’t get many chances 
ine together, So I was thrilled to 
overall ambiance of The Bank 
rendy and inviting. 
» the main floor, the room cir- 
ibed a central raised dais that 
ited one of three bars and sev- 
sub tables. The design broke the 
room into several more private 
, which suited smaller groups. 
addition to its privacy, I loved the 
metre ceilings and t 
ar sconces that gave the room a 

ys retro look. The lighting was 
and 1 was swept away to a Rat 
era Hollywood bar, expecting 
iphrey Bogart to round one of the 

ers at any moment. 

fen my brother and I arrived at 
ha Friday evening, the restaurant 
suprisingly quiet. Besides a few 
ork colleagues enjoying drinks, 

s relatively empty. We settled 
our seats in a corner with a great 
of Jasper Avenue, ordered a cou- 

bf dollar-off cocktails and flipped * 


ieliminary online research proved 
they hadn't updated their web- 
and | was holding a new list. 
le making our choices, my brother 
argued a bit before we discov- 
that we were each looking at dif- 


he huge rec- 


ferent versions of the carte. Our serv- 
er stated that one of the two was not 
current, but wasn’t sure which one. 
She finally just asked us to tell her 
what we wanted. 

We decided on calamari ($8), and 
bruschetta ($8.50) for appetizers, but 
our server informed us that they had 
neither. No problem. We tried the 
beef samosas ($9.50) instead. 

There were four or five entrées to 
choose from—a couple of burgers, a 
steak sandwich, some wraps and 
quesadillas. I selected the steak 
sandwich ($10), but they had just 
sold the last one. | reluctantly settled 


Lu 
oo 
= 
= 
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on the barbeque cheddar and swiss 
burger with fries ($9.25), and my 
brother chose the broiled chicken 
burger with fries ($9.25). 


WE SAT BACK ana 1 took a sip of my 
Money Maker ($7.78), which was a 
Sweet combination of peach 
schnapps, créme de banana and Mal- 
ibu rum with a splash of orange and 
pineapple juice served in a martini 
glass. Our server returned to let us 
know that they were out of beef 
samosas, but they could substitute 
chicken. By that point I would have 
eaten cat-food samosas. 

Our burgers arrived, followed sev- 
eral minutes later by knives, forks and 


is lOUNge shouldn’t Bank on image alone 


sql / ella@vueweekly.com 
. excited when I first entered 
i on Friday night. I was 
ving dinner with my brother, ~ 
ynew this was a great place to 
even in the ‘50s, it was one 
Bis hippest places to dine. My 


napkins. I asked about the samosas, 
and was informed that our server only 
had two hands. Clearly the concept of 
appetizer, something meant to whet 
the appetite, was foreign. 

Despite the order of appearance, | 
very much enjoyed the beef burger, 
which was topped generously with 
onions, tomato, lettuce and two 
cheeses. The bun was cold, but other- 
wise quite tasty. My brother found his 
chicken breast burger similarly 
topped, and he thought it was nicely 
flavoured with the ranch-style sauce 
and cheddar cheese. 

Our chicken samosas came after 
we had begun the burgers, served 
with a sweet chili sauce for dipping 
THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE and chopped tomatoes and onions on 
10765 JASPER AVENUE the side (which might have made a 
420.9098 great bruschetta), The samosas were 
warm, wrapped in crisp pastry and 
mildly spicy. We both agreed that they 
were the highlight of our meal. 

We had time for one more drink 
before heading back to our separate 
lives. I went for a Done Deal—Soho 
lychee liqueur, raspberry Sourpuss, 7- 
Up and cranberry juice ($7.78), and 
my brother had another white rum 
and coke ($4.01). The Done Deal was 
not the drink for me—too bitter for my 
liking—and I left it unfinished. 

Our bill came to $55 before tip, and 
we both felt a little let down by the 
evening. A hip image is exciting, but a 
good restaurant needs to keep its 
website up to date, and stock suffi- 
cient provisions to serve what's 
offered on the menu. vw 
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MUSICAL XMAS TOY DRIVE 


BRING DOWN A NEW UNWRAPPED TOY FOR THE KIDS AND RECEIVE A GIFT CERTIFICATE. 
GREAT LIVE MUSIC ALL NITE FROM SOME OF O’BYRNES FAVOURITE BANDS!! 
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‘NEW YEAR’S EVE! 
TICKETS ON SALE NOW! 


THIS EVENT SELLS OUT EVERY YEAR 
SO BUY YOUR TICKETS EAR}. 


CALL 414-6766 FOR DETAILS. | 
CHECKOUT OUR 
a- NEW,HApPS Hot fe 


10616-82 AVE. 414-6766 
WWW.OBYRMES.COM 


DOWNTOWN 


edmonton city centre 
(102 ave. and 100A st.) 


for reservations ph. 


426-4RMS (4767) 
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ANNA BEAUMO! 


($5 COVER DEC 15 & 16} 
NEW YEAR'S EVE! 


pe rience 


OLD HOLLYWOOD GLAMOUR! 
With food from the 


golden age of Hollywood! 


6-9pm © 5 course dinner 


PLUS: JAZZ PARTY 
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MCEWAN'S SCOTCH ALE 
SCOTTISH AND NEWCASTLE 
bape 


Okay, we all knew it was inevitable. The 
mercury dropped, the Sorels came out of 
storage. Winter arrived, and there’s not a 
damn thing we can do about it. 

We can’t bring back those heady days 
of shorts and t-shirts, but we can make 
the frigid season more bearable. The way 
to do it is to explore a range of beers suit- 
able for winter consumption. 

{n the summer, beer is light, easy to 
drink and ice cold. In the winter, a beer 
needs more body, more colour and likely 
more alcohol. Like switching from sum- 


BREWERY, 


¥- 4 i 
mer salads to hearty soups and stews, a 
fuller-bodied, darker beer is both filling 
and comforting. Plus, that extra punch of 
alcohol warms your body on a cold night. 

Let's start with a classic winter beer— 
the Scotch Ale or "Wee Heavy.” The 
biggest-selling version is McEwan's. This 
beer is perfect for nights spent cuddling 
under a blanket with your sweetie to con- 
serve body heat. 

In 1856, McEwan’s brewery opened in 
Scotland, but a series of mergers and 
acquisitions have put it in the hands of 
one of the world’s mega-brewers, Scot- 
tish and Newcastle. Although the Ale is a 
shadow of its former self, it remains a 
substantial beer worth sampling. Offering 
a dark brown colour with distinct ruby 
hues, the properly-poured glass is topped 
by a creamy white head. Its aroma is 
deep and malty, with caramel tones. 

The taste offers three powerful sensa- 
tions. The first is a rich, caramel malt 
flavour with a little nuttiness and just a 


snowed under? 
pick up a itt card 


| Bringing fs new ways f0,. 


visit... 
| holesontine.com 


| Enjoy Gardening 


HOLE’S 


Enjoy Gardening 


to order, call... 
780-419-6800 
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hint of smoke. The second is a plogg 
alcohol warming that spreads th 
your body. McEwan's runs 
aleahol-by-volume, and the warming 
this beer apart. The third sensation ig 
So pleasant. In recent years, the hearty 
developed a sourness that sugg 
handling. It doesn’t occur in 
but frequently enough. | put it down 
Mass production and leng thy s hip 
Risk aside, a glass of McEwa 
Ale will fend off the chills and leavey 
toasty and warm on 4 winter night. I 
not a timid beer, but who wants tiny 
when it's -25 degrees outside? v 
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FREE BOOZE! OK, now that ! haveye 
attention, please remember \ ond 
yourself appropriately and 

going to buy someting 

deVine Wines won't talk to us ati! 
Thu, Dec 14 from 3 to 6 pm, Dae 
from 4 to 8 pm and Sa Dec 6 
to 6 pm, five different wine 4! 
offer free tastes of wities from a!” 
world, Please enjoy responsibly U1) 
end up urinating on anything.‘ 
See Magazine sent you 


LUX-URIOUS NEW YEARS 
house will be open Nev 
fine dining in the dining 
tion, or join the party 0 Ur 
New Year's party in the lounge 
ture a buffet meal, free cia 
one of the city's best selevti" a 
nis, cocktails and wine En)oy 
dance the night away an! Be 
in style. Tickets are $25 in advan 
at the door. 
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happenings around tow" ns : 
an announcement oF some un otha 
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‘S what your life can truly be, a Silverstar for you to see 


SMITH / smith@vueweekly.com 
ocated in the Western bosom of 
the Monashee range, a short 
drive northeast of Vernon, BC is 
the mountain, for some reason, 
Ms to have avoided popularity 
long the younger demographic, 
écially among younger Canadians, 
? ite the fact that it regularly garners 
in the media, including Best 
ain and Best Powder props from 
“inada. Everyone I met at Silver- 
as Aussie; ownership is also 
ed to an Aussie, the same gentle- 
hal owns nearby Big White. 
© Star is also among the few 
ming mountains that still hosts a 
norily in snowboarders, It’s a 
uliar phenomenon since the 
Mtain has a lot to offer, even to 
MNO aren't interested in a time- 
and there is a true ski-in-ski-out 
Sight in the heart of the slopes. 
* community at Silverstar is a 
«chanted little village that is 
Wd in its outrageous, magical 
ane csdue design to be real or 
4 occurring. But although this 
§ louse Magic is purely paid for 
a Pi its done rather well. 
ig and it’s not in your 
Sct, the village shop isn’t 
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even priced too dear, despite its clear 
monopoly, and the staff were aware 
and proud of that fact. 

After our hellish sojourn through 
Rogers Pass and along the Monashee 
Valleys, we checked into the Chilcoot 
Lodge, our private slice of this mystical 
bonanza. The rooms were spacious 
and comfortable despite the Shining- 
like abandonment of the early season. 

The lodge is just above the village 
on the mountain slopes and has a 
nice rooftop hot tub. As we unwound 
from the drive in the therapeutic 
waters, we were surrounded by the 
sounds of the mountain. Meanwhile 
some enterprising chaps from the 
hostel snuck in and joined us in the 
tub—more internationals who had 
signed up to work Silverstar without 
knowing much about it at all. They 
considered themselves lucky. 


EXHAUSTED FROM OUR drive, we 
crashed early. When we woke up, 
strapped on our gear and hit the snow 
just steps from our room, the drive 
was instantly worthwhile. On the 
mountain, although there are some 


long and dedicated traverses, there is 
a lot of challenging and interesting 
riding to be done. With a respectable 
peak of 1915 metres, and 760 metres 
of vertical drop, the hill covers a lot of 
area while maintaining enough eleva- 
tion to allow a decent amount of 
steep drops and a huge variety of 
intermediate riding, including the 
newly opened Silverwoods area. 

There had been snow all week, and 
my friend Marcus and I thoroughly 
tore up the front side through the 
early morning. We checked out the 
main runs and were amused by the 
mingling of the village and the slopes, 
many runs cut intimately through 
populated areas, even over roadways 
and bridges. 

Not knowing our way about, we 
decided to follow a couple of local 
kids who looked like they might be 
going somewhere interesting. We tra- 
versed to the right from the new and 
ultra-fast six-man Comet Express 
chair and ended up scaring the young 
lads as we followed them silently ona 
lonely traverse and short hike over to 
the Attridge section, which is slightly 
more difficult to access until the 
Alpine Meadows Chair opens for the 
day. The limited lift access on this side 
allowed the five of us a nice set of 


fresh turns on a steep unadulterated 
bank under the rising sun. 

A few hours later we met up with 
Steve Threndyle, the hill’s friendly 
media rep, who took us on a tour 
through the oddly and distantly situat- 
ed backside. The freshly opened back- 
side terrain sits at a shouldering angle 
to the face of Silverstar; it is a long 
traverse away, but is full of steeper, 
better gladed terrain to satisfy more 
aggressive riders. Steve showed us a 
few nice lines, pointing out the stun- 
ning Monashee views as we went 

In this backside wilderness, we also 
stumbled onto a log cabin shack with 
a raging woodstove serving pints, 
food and hot drinks, a friendly and 
robust spot in the isolated backside 
terrain. 


FOR THE MAJORITY of the afternoon 
we explored the backside, among 
treed Jedi runs and wider paths of less 
resistance that still boasted fantastic 
early season pow, and only the odd 
surprise core shot to remind skiers 
and boarders that a lot of snow still 
needs to fall. 

Among the chutes and glades of 
the free mountain we stumbled across 
a strange sight. Dressed in bright yel- 
low jackets marked RCMP were three 


power-, | mean, powder-hungry cops 
on the ski beat! 

I was informed that they have been 
bothering kids smoking joints in the 
trees for 15 years with their luxurious 
program. Though I have never seen 
them on my travels, they informed me 
they are losing weight all over BC and 
the Rockies. 

Although the terrain park is not set 
up yet, the mountain boasts a rather 
impressive array of rails and boxes 
piled on a temporarily closed nin, but 
they should be in use by the end of 
the month 

After riding hard for the first days of 
our respective seasons, we retired to 
find Andrea, the beautiful girl we had 
abandoned at the Magic Carpet in the 
morning, chilling in Chilcoot luxury. 

After several drinks with the Silver- 
star management and some visiting 
Brazilian journalists, we stumbled 
towards the village. The boomtown, 
saloon-style bars and pubs along the 
village walk were buzzing quietly on 
this Wednesday evening but might 
have easily become a bedlam on 
busier nights. After a couple more 
drinks in the rustic surroundings, we 
walked back to our cosy Victorian 
lodgings under a bright moon, and the 
snow slowly began to fall. w 
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HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 
ou might not expect it, but some of the 

Y best ski racers in Canada have trained 

right here in Edmonton. 

Edi Podivinsky, a 1994 Olympic bronze 
medallist in Downhill, started his memorable 
career at Snow Valley Ski Club, the local hill 
nestled in the Rainbow Valley just off the White- 
mud Freeway. Today, many young athletes fre- 
quent the hill, perfecting their turns and hoping 
to follow in his tightly carved path. 

Chelsea Donelon started skiing at Snow Val- 
ley 10 years ago. Now a grade 10 student at 
Scona Composite High School, she joined the 
racing team at the age of four. Last Saturday, I 
visited the hill to check out conditions and talk 
to Chelsea about her experience in the racing 
program. 

From the top of 119 Street, I followed an 
Edmonton Transit bus all the way down the hill. 
As part of a new ETS route serving the ski hill, 
buses leave from Southgate Shopping Center at 
half-hour intervals, beginning bright and early 
at 8:30 am. 


AT THE HILL, conditions looked fantastic. Snow 
Valley has had a great start to the season, 
dampened only slightly by that nasty cold snap 
a few weeks ago. Given that it was a weekend, | 
had expected crowded slopes, but by 4 pm the 
midday rush was gone and the chairlift and t- 
bar lift lines had dwindled to a handful of peo- 
ple. 

In addition to the t-bar and the chairlift, Snow 
Valley has two magic carpets for beginners. Up 
until last season, Snow Valley had just one car- 
pet, on the bunny hill; the beginner terrain was 
serviced by a rope tow. Last season, the hill 
finally replaced it. 

The second carpet is a welcome addition for 
many beginners; now, instead of being yanked 
out of their boots on the cruel rope tow, they 
can spend more time learning how to turn and 


Me and Edi down 
at Snow Valley 


*/AREA 


stop. That doesn’t mean all the hum 
though. 

In its first season, the begir 
climbed a long, steep pitch, caus! 
sional pile-up when beginners w 
balance on the steeper incline. This y 
remedy the problem, Snow Valle) 
lower part of the carpet to provide 
ual climb, but it can still be a 
amusement at times 

In the terrain park, crews h 
the basic necessities, includ 
jumps, a battleship rail, flat down ra! ane 
box. Helmets are mandatory in \! nde 
ski patrol recommend a high quality a 
brain bucket, having witnessed a 1" , 
guys knocking themselves silly whils act"? 
stunts still slightly out of their ree 

The rest of the slopes at the hill 
gentle pitches, great for practi’ 
You can even let loose and lay ( 
speed carving action as well. O! 
smaller size, Snow Valley plac 
on learning—they offer lessons ' 
and ability, as well as supporting 
grams. = 

The youngest racers on the hill 5 
age of four or five, like Chels¢ 
five-year-olds are placed in @ PI" 
the Dream Team, where they are" 
race skills, have fun and learn toc®"' 
the age of six to ten, the kids 2" a 
national Nancy Greene progra’ 
Greene, things get a little more !""" i 
hours of training increase, althoug" 
choose to just compete for fun is ae" 
more serious programs are offered yntain Bt 

Chelsea is currently in the K? mi" 


ur is 20 
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Her week usually consists of 
training sessions at Snow Val- 
uesday and Thursday nights, and 
flay during the day. But there are 
weekends where she'll take off 
husday nights for some serious 
Main training or racing. Last 
end she was at Nakiska, and 
Weekend she'll be competing 
st other Alberta racers at Rabbit 


th the advanced programs, 
gskiers can travel even further 
home. This fall, Chelsea and sev- 
er members of the team flew 
as to Tignes, France for some 
ason (raining on the glacier. In 
Mf lo a fantastic training experi- 
he team enjoyed the thrill of 
hg and skiing with professional 

om other national race teams, 
y trained alongside our Canadi- 


ng competitively means a busy 
lile, but it doesn’t seem to be 
ith for Chelsea, She’s living her 
to become a professional racer 
aybe even compete in the 
lcs one day. She’s still pretty 
or Vancouver 2010, but it may 
long after that we hear her 
alled to the Starting gate. 
iidition to eating up time, ski 
an be costly Joining the Rac- 
“15 only $200 to $500, but if 
tlect the mountain program, 


7t 
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costs pile up dramatically. Every race 
and/or training session adds another 
$200 to 500. Chelsea’s parents esti- 
mate this year will total about 
$10 000, and that doesn’t include any 
of the travel and accommodations for 
themselves when they accompany her 
to the mountains. This program is not 
limited to just skiers; snowboarders 
can take part in similar training 
events both at Snow Valley and 


mountain resorts like Big White and © 


Nakiska, as well. 


OF COURSE, SNOW VALLEY ofters 


cheaper alternatives for the less ambi- 
tious as well. This year, they are con- 
tinuing their cheap night-skiing 
promotion. From 7 to 9 pm on week- 
nights and 5 pm on Fridays, lift tickets 
are only $7. If you don’t have your 
own gear you can rent it; it’s an addi- 
tional $7 for ski stuff or $14 for board- 
ing. 

Another perk is Snow Valley's 
deluxe lodge. It’s big and has a great 
fireplace where you can kick back and 
relax between runs. The lower level 
houses the Snow Rider ski shop 
where I was impressed to find all 
kinds of ski and snowboard packages 
at pretty low prices. It’s not the Rock- 
ies, but for $21 or less you can get in 
a lot of turns, and the snow is great. 

Plus, you never know when the 
next Edi Podivinsky might whip by. w 
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Ski Right To Your Door! 


Panorama 
Mountain Village © 


* Enjoy the comforts of home in a pro- 
fessionally managed, privately owned, 
chalet, home or condo. 

* Just a short scenic 1.5 drive from 
Banff in B.C’s beautiful Columbia 
Valley. 

* Ski, snowboard, cross-country ski, 
sleigh ride, snowshoe, heli-ski, fish, 
skate, spa, hot pools, sauna, restau- 
rants, lounges, shopping and lessons 
are all within walking distance. 

All properties are equipped with a 
fireplace, microwave, 

dishwasher, fridge, stove, TV, DVD, 
stereo, patio and gas bbq. 

* It only makes sense to enjoy your 
worry~ winter get-a-way at Pan- 
orama with High Country Properties! 


VACATION RENTALS: 
HIGH COUNTRY PROPERTIES 


1 -800- 665- 1801 


www.highcountryproperties. com 
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~~ , To sled t to sled, that is the questi 
SS pen) )6lUm §6LOSied or not to sled, that Is the quesii 
' ; ' ; 
f =F fi = COLIN CATHREA / colin@vueweekly.com > above the tree line. Once up th 
ust a year ago, | thought my deci- | OPINION terrain seems endless, This wa 
sion was firm. I was going to toss can go up into the mountail 


away my environmental beliefs see another person all day 
and buy a snowmobile. 1 wanted that _ investing a few thousand in your sled, friends of mine dowr 
unbridled two-stroke machine to take —_—you'll probably want a big-assed turbo _tain spent the last few summers 


me way back into the alpine and give _— diesel ultra quad cab to pull your 70- _—iing a log shack int 
me endless acres of pure powder. To foot long trailer. Once you're inthe and now have a lodge anc shi 


hell with the granola eating pine-con- _— bush, you'll burn a mere few thou- 200 acres. Their lift ticket is 41M 

ers. If 1 wanted to blow blue smoke all _ sand litres of fuel as you rip up eco- _lon can of gas 

over the mountainside, | would blame __ logically sensitive moss and lichens to However, there are a lew 

it on the Canadian parks system. get a big face full of powder. issues that need to be audls 
That’s right, Parks Canada was Sleds also make a ton of noise. The Number one is avalanci 


driving me over the edge. They had _ higher-end rockets have had their _ to know what you're doing at 
fe coull 


either stopped or retarded develop- _—_ exhaust systems and mufflers removed __ relatively safe or your |"! 
ment of every ski areain Jasper and to keep them light. And there are plen- _ short. 

Banff for decades, Last year, after _ ty of people worried by snowmobiles, These machine 
another early season trip up to Jasper, for more reasons than just their 80- _—_ engines than your 

I was fed up. No snowmaking allowed _—_ decibel flatulence: they pollute worse _skis and trac! 

here! It might stop the migration of than cars, they stress wildlife, andtheir above light fluffy sno" 
the subterranean rock worm or add _— compacted trails may give predators _ the horsepower to “1m) 8" 


more water to one side of the valley, | an advantage over prey. quickly. You can waicli 
upsetting the natural balance of the new movies int’ - 
watershed. ON THE OTHER HAND, there are hun- Whistler Film Fest\"'' 


But now, Marmot Basin has snow- dreds of square kilometres of years: Two Stroke © 
making and what a tremendous dif- _ unpoached lines up there, andi don’t | Roops of Hazard show & 
ference it has already made. Once __ need to worry about the high-end ski _—_ motocross tricks ane 


again, I'm back to agonizing over the _ attire. A greasy pair of insulated cov- Just think, a eee ot - 
decision: great, lift-assisted skiing in _eralls and a Cat toque will do just fine. _ lift to the best p 5 4 an til 
Jasper, with a better early season base This is the attitude shared bya new _ ies. Cooking hotdogs 


than the hill has had in years, or the breed of backcountry access freaks. | Sippin’ beer a! 2°' oa 
guilty pleasures of backcountry pow‘ They’re the ones that have done the _— one around anyW°*"" 
on the back of a smoke-belching sled? homework and believe there is aright _ throttle across OP<'"' 

I decided it was time todo my andawrong waytodothis. The kmsper hour envitdl 


homework, and see what these sleds _ advantage, as they see it, is the ability But alas, "aed 
are all about. As I'd expected, they are _ to go further and further back intothe background an¢ : the Ra 
Part among the most air-pollutin mountains to be on their own, Log- __ the natural seren'' d 
614 Patricia St. 852-6262 é 2 : ‘ 


machines an individual can own. It's ging roads and mining access trails just can’t justily 8° 


r ness. ¥ 
not a cheap past time either. After give you a way to get elevation well habits die hard ! gu 
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Ja fiest 780-852-0404 

ESA RESTAURANT 
Jatper Li Aro Stove 
WINE CELLAR 


jasperwine@incentre.net 780- 852-5682 


G22 PATRICIA ST. JASPER 
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andysbistro.com 


780-852-4559 |} reat ge 
ay oS : GET YOUR 
casual fine dining ( TOUGH or 
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‘ peen said that the Inuit people 
{ x hundreds of names for snow. 


\ 


q 


 aybe it's because thére’s not a 
; elot else to talk about on those 
y winter nights, or maybe it’s. 
se there are so many different 
a to be outdone, we non-Eskimo 
have come up with our own list 
jet names for the white gold that 
je play on every winter and spring 
me names describe the type, consis- 
cy and texture of snow. The 
4 jptions can include geographical 
Ference like “Sierra Sludge” or “Utah 
ent’ and can also have some telltale 
ons of row we try to ski it. : 
snow comes in three basic cate- 
pries: light, medium and heavy. Each 
these can have sub-categories that 
nther break down the description. 
mrinstance, you can have a relatively 
nt corn snow with a wind blown 
yer, or a thick wet heavy snow with 
nice base. How we ski each of these 
nditions depends on factors like 
eed, turn radius and body positions. 
it before you throw your hands up 
Yala overload defeat, I need to say 
il like all sports, it breaks down to 
ing what works. Heavy snow 
res more work. Light snow a bit 
re patience. I’m going to break 
the techniques for four types of 
Micult” snows: crud, windblown, 
mand spring. 


est to snow 


*|CONDIMIONS 


SKIING CRUD 


You have likely all arrived at a ski 
area several days after a huge dump. 
That in itself is a bit of a piss-off, 
because we can only imagine how 


your limits 


great it was just a few days earlier, 
but when we start making our first 
turns and the snow seems to be grab- 
bing our skis and boots and wanting 
to toss us on our ass, well that’s just 
cruddy. Settled powder snow is crud. 
What was once a light 50 cm is now a 
heavy 20cm. 

Couple this with a myriad of old 
tracks criss-crossing the hill and it 
can make for a tough run. This is 


why not ride tonight? 


Night Riding Monday thru Friday 


real cheap... 


Get a Night O 


Season Pass and 
ue any weeknight all season long 


rabbit hill 


“when our core strength training 


comes in handy. These conditions will 
toss your body Weight forward and 
back with ferocity. The skis will slow 
dramatically then release, sending 
you sitting back. It’s easy to tense up 
your entire body, which makes bend- 
ing your knees for a good un-weight- 
ing action more difficult 

Contrary to your better judgment, a 
bit more speed can help under these 
circumstances. It can elevate your skis 
out of the snow slightly, making them 
easier to tu. As in all "heavier" condi- 
tions, a more pronounced un-weight- 
ing action is a necessity. Crashes rarely 
produce injuries, but equipment can be 
dispersed for several square metres 
and make for great video 


WINDBLOWN: NOT JUST A HAIRSTYLE 


This is a result of snowfall accompa- 
nied by high winds. The wind often 


breaks up the snowflakes and packs 
them into a more compressed layer 
The snow underneath is protected 
and can remain relatively light, which 
can compound the turning of the skis 
When the crust layer becomes strong 
enough, skiers can ride on top of the 
layer. 

If you find yourself gliding on top of 
windblown snow, go slow. Try to test 
the stability of the crust, keeping in 
mind that this stability can change as 
you move down the mountain. The 
worst is when you have a crust that 
keeps breaking below your skis. This 
is when it’s a good idea to traverse, 
stop, do a kick turn and traverse 
again. You may have to work your 
way down the entire pitch this way. I 
have taken my skis off and walked 
down entire sections with these con- 
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JEREMY DERKSEN / jeremy@vueweekly.com 
£ he International Olympic Com- 

mittee’s Executive Board has 

given provisional acceptance 
to ski cross at the Vancouver 2010 
Olympics, pending agreement from 
the Vancouver Olympic Organizing 
Committee. 

As long as the Organizing Commit- 
tee agrees, racing fans will get to see 
the double-plank version of boarder- 
cross in 2010. 

The first official ski cross event was 
held at the 1997 Winter X Games in 
Big Bear Lake, California. Like board- 
ercross, ski cross involves heats of 
four skiers racing down the course 
together. Along the way, they 
encounter hairpin turns, moguls, 
bumps and rollers as they race to the 
finish line. The first two across the 


www.unitedcycle.com 


fli 


»)) 
: 


(OLYMPICS 


finish line qualify, the last two are 
eliminated. The heats continue until 
there are only four skiers left. The 
winners are decided in a final race. 

At Vue, we welcome the new 
sport—it will bring some interesting 
colour to Olympic events. Ski events 
are gaining in popularity again, but this 
will catapult them into a new realm. 

After all, one of the most talked- 
about moments of the last Olympics 
(aside from Jenn Heil’s gold) was 
Lindsey Jacobellis’s method air that 
lost her the boardercross. Love her or 
hate her for the move, that’s the kind 
of controversy that makes writers’ 
lives easy. Bring on the ski cross. W 
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ditions. When you fall, the crust can 
cut your skin. So to avoid looking 
like a survivor of a slasher flick, be 
careful. 

On the other side of the coin, one 
of the most joyous conditions I have 
ever encountered can occur in the 
spring when the crust goes through 
a freeze-thaw cycle and remains 
intact. I call it “Tabletop” and it’s an 
incredible experience. Think of the 
most perfectly groomed run ever. An 
ultra smooth layer of snow that has 
just begun to soften under the spring 
sun. A layer of crust thick enough 
you will not break through, but soft 
enough to carve beautiful turns in. 
This is one of the ultimate snow 
conditions you can encounter. 


CORN, YOU COPE WITH IT 

Corn snow is a unique condition that 
occurs when snowflakes partially 
melt and then re-freeze. This tem- 


te. 
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¢ Machine Waxing 
© Pro Waxing 
e Base Grinding 


* Edge Grinding * Repairs 
jone 780.433.1181 | 10323-78 Ave, 


tune-ups. 


~ 
>» » perature cycle rounds the flakes into » + 


more spherical shapes and corn 
snow is born, It feels like millions of 
ball bearings below your skis. This is 
another “patience snow” that 
requires a slowing of movements, 
and more un-weighting action. It 
can be challenging but a whole lot of 
fun at the same time. 


SPRING IN YOUR STEP 
When the weather cycles between 
freeze and thaw, the snow goes 
through a cycle of slush to ice. When 
I go spring skiing, I don’t get to the 
hill for the first run. The snow is usu- 
ally hard as rock, and the intense 
vibrations skiing creates makes my 
dental fillings feel like they're being 
dislodged from my mouth. 

However, there is that perfect 
time of the day when the snow 
begins to soften and groomed skat- 
ing rinks become beautiful carpets of 
carving heaven. My recommenda- 
tion: ski your butt off during this 
time of day. Stop for food later. 

What I'm going to tell you now is 


= 


really important: This is th. 
need to remember. When lhe “ya 
gets really heavy at the e, 
day and you are tired, 4, 
Slowing down will not keen 
from harm's way. This is w, a You 
injuries occur than any other yy 
the ski season. Tired si; 7 
heavy wet snow make ;.. 
twisting falls that injure tendor : 
aments and bones 
Now don’t get me wrono} 
love to blow apart soft slushy, 


if 


shy b 
and carve six-inch divots in; 
slurpie hills even more than th, 
guy. It’s when you let yo, 


an unexpected blog of snow cay, ;, 
you down. Be aware you ae Fe 7 
and quit while the cuitin’ is oy, 7 

Don't let bad snow condit ‘n 
ruin your day. If you change ‘ ’ 
skiing technique to meet the 
you can have a great day. 5 
that the conditions can chan 
matically within that day. From jes 
to slush, or powder to crust. voy cap 
tame then all. v 
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' / smith@vueweekly.com 
om a all things, the road is often 
5 what you make of it. Life on the 
road can be a filthy mess of 
day-old bologna sandwiches and get- 
ling by on as little as possible. It can 
pe milk and beer leaking together ina 
cooler; it can be cleaning up this mess 
or drinking the spoils. 
~ can also be a day of riding fol- 
lowed by a massage and a glass of 
merlot, a fine dinner and a soak in the 
hot tub, soothing your muscles under 
asteamy, Star-filled sky. Both are 
romantic, and both are respectable. 
The mountain-bound traveller's fate 
depends primarily on budget and 
state of mind. 

My experiences of life on the 
snowboarding road have roots in 
impoverished drunken revelry, and in 
‘the beautiful landscapes of Western 
Canada. Sleeping in hurting cars and 
crashing on floors, sometimes at a 
omfortable rich kid’s parents’ condo 
or cabin, and sometimes in the back 
pf a truck at the hill. The journey is 
ways worth it: a day of fresh powder 
Or just observing the serene land- 
scapes morphing through generations 
s you pass by towering figures of 
fock and moss. 

Off the mountain, ski communities 
offer trendy coffee shops, delicious 

ganic bakeries and the old fash- 
Oned main drags of quiet shops and 
lustling diners, with all sorts of char- 
acters roaming arou Il times of 
fear. Resort accommodations in the 
Western Rockies are traditionally on 
ie pricey side, but you often get what 
pay for. 


COPPER HORSE LODGE at kicking 
rse, for example, is a modern spec- 
acle: a locally owned, high-end lodge 
ith exceptional service, fine dining, 
Wa ski-in, ski-out location. It boasts 


= |ACOMMODATIONS 


some of the comforts that standard 
accommodations wholly overlook. 
None of those harsh, nasty French 
milled soaps that, like the Gideon’s 
touch, are so common in the hotels of 
North America—the Copper Horse 
Lodge provides a selection of pleas- 
ant, organic body washes for use in 
the grand shower, which features a 
sitting room and soothing Massage 
jets. It’s not the soap, but the atten- 
tion to detail that makes it excel. A 
high-end choice on an amazing 
mountain—book ahead. Upper-end 
places often ring in at over $200 per 
night, a rich but pleasant stay if you 
think you're worth it. 

On the other side of the spectrum 
there are the blasphemous, unfit-for- 
human-habitation rooms at Powder 
King in BC, an outback powder haven 
north of Prince George. These places 
need a Capital Health Order. Chateau 
Atco is a bizarre network of Atco 
trailers. The set price is $20 a night, 
but in reality the place runs ona 
Strange system of nominal, pay-what- 
you-think-its-really-worth kind of 
thing, because there are little or no 
staff present. It is composed of basic, 
Tuinous rooms in the filthy but heated 
trailers at the base of the occult Pow- 
der King. 

Due to the change of ownership at 


dventures in accommodation, 
from four-star to no-star 


Powder King, I think the future of 
Chateau Atco could be in peril, so 
check it out while you can if you're 
into that kind of thing. And if you get 
tired of slumming it, PK also offers a 
wide range of more than suitable 
accommodation at the base of the 
mountain as well. Like I said, it’s what 
you make of it. 

An often overlooked option on the 
powder trail is the hostel scene. For 
$22 a night you'll get a bed at almost 
any mountain town around. The ben- 
efits to this being a friendly, bustling 
atmosphere and the opportunity to 
meet a variety of folks from all over 
the world; the downside is the 
cramped space, non-existent privacy 
and communal body odour. These 
places are always booked, especially 
if you're broke and in need, so defi- 
nitely book a place ahead of time, 
especially when it’s snowing 

In the midrange, there is exception- 
al choice available everywhere, but 
some advice for the thrifty rider: use 
coupons. They are everywhere. It's 
not like getting a free Big Mac, you 
can often save enough money to stay 
extra days or at least go home with 
something significant left in your wal- 
let, maybe even enough that you can 
toss that stale bologna sandwich and 
treat yourself to a nice dinner. w 
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including GST between Edmonton and Calgary 


Ask about our special discounts 


and ticket packs 


red arrow 


motor coach 


single or double row seating 
onboard movies 
fold-down tables and laptop plug-ins 


complimentary snacks and beverages 
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several departures daily 


800 232 1958 
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CALGARY | RED DEER | EDMONTON | Fort Mewuaray 
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OPENING DECEMBER 2 FOR THE SEASON 
$F tee a me 
Ls 
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The largest and one of the best ski facilities in our local area 

24 downhill runs that challenge skiers, snowboarders 
and snowbladers from novice to advanced 

* We have the largest and most varied terrain park around 
with a variety of rails, funboxes and hits, the superpipe 


is one of the best in Alberta 


°20 kms of exhilerating and groomed cross-country trails, 
as easy or as challenging as you choose. 
¢ Ski School, designed to get you skiing quicker and 


easier than you would imagine 


Finish the day off with a snack from the chalet’s concession! 


HOURS OF OPERATION: 10:00 AM T0 4:30 PM 


Call the county office 349-3346 or the hill 698-2212 for more info 


*s TAWATINAW VALLEY 


alpine & nordic centre 
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Snowboards - Skateboards 


CONDITION 


REPORT 


Rabbit Hill — 60em base, 10cm of new snow in the past 7 days, all lifts and runs open 
Snow Valley — 60cm base, 10cm of new snow, all lifts and runs open 
Sunridge — 60cm base, no new snow in the past 7 days, 6 lifts and 13 runs open 


Alberta 

Sunshine — 106em base, 14cm of snow in the past 2 days, 11 lifts and 91 runs open 

Lake Louise — 87-135cm base, 10cm of snow in the past 7 days, all lifts/130 runs open 
C.0.P — 75cm base, no new snow in the past 7 days 

Fortress — Opening date TBA 

Marmot Basin — 72cm base, Sem of new snow in the past 7 days, all lifts open 

Nakiska — 30-67cm hase, Scm of new snow in the past 2 days, 4/6 lifts and 17/28 runs open 
Mt Norquay — 65cm basa, Zcm of new snow in the past 7 days, 5 lifts and 85% terrain open 
Castle Mt.— 45-140em base, Gem of new snow in past 2 days, opens full time Dec. 15 
Tawatinaw — 4em of new snow, good conditions, open 10 — 4:30 


B.C. 

Silver Star — 85-123cm base, 28cm of new snow in the past 7 days, 11/12 lifts and 95/117 runs open 
Big White — 117cm base, 19cm of new snow in the past 7 days, 6/16 lifts and 40/118 runs open 
Apex — 104em base, 10cm of new snow in the past 2 hours, 4 lifts and 35 runs open 

Sun Peaks — 109cm base, 27cm of new snow in the past 7 days, 10/12 lifts and 115/121 runs open 
Femie — 137cm hase, 14cm of new snow in the past 2 days, 9/10 lifts open and most terrain accessible 
Kimberley — 72cm base, opens Dec. 16 

Panorama — 37-84 em base, 11cm of new snow in the past 2 days, 7/9 lifts and 40+ runs open 
Fairmont — Opens Dec. 15 

Kicking Horse — 147em base, 23cm of new snow in the past 2 days, opens full time Dec. 15 

Red Mt. — 145cm base, 30cm of new snow in the past 2 days, 4/6 lifts open 

Whitewater — 205em base, 30cm of new snow in the past 3 days, 3 lifts and 6 runs open 

Powder Springs — 54cm base, opens Dec. 16 

Mt Washington — 20cm base, 80cm of new snow in the past 2 days, 1 liftand 1 run open 

Powder King — 180cm base, 20cm of new snow in the past 3 days 

Whistler/ Blackcomb — 192cm base, 66cm of new snow in the past 7 days, 11 lifts and 61 runs open 


U.S.A. 

Big Mt.— 92cm base, 11cm of new snow in the past 7 days, 4 lifts and 41 runs open 

49 North — 120-180cm base, Bem of new snow in the past 3 days, 68 runs open 

Mt. Spokane — 97-147em base, 10cm of new snow in the past 2 days, 4/6 lifts and 42/44 runs open 
Big Sky — 50-75cm hase, trace amounts of snow in the past 2 days, 4 lifts and 23 nuns open 
Schweitzer Mt —_98cm base, 30cm of new snow in the past 7 days, 6 lifts and 31 runs open 

Lockout Pass — 135cm base, 38cm of new snow in the past 2 days, all lifts and runs open 

Silver Mt. Resort — 125cm base, 23cm of snow in past 2 days, lifts and runs closed, snowshoe trails open 
Crystal Mt. — 80cm base. no new snow, 5 lifts and 15/45 runs open 

Great Divide — 30cm base, no new snow, open Friday, Saturday and Sunday 

Sun Valley — 43em base, no new snow in the past 3 days, 4 lifts and 45 runs open 


All conditions accurate as of Dec. 13, 2006 
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Ski on, you crazy diamonq 


EXTREME 


coach/skier ratio, space jg ji) 
book early so that you won't b. «;. 
pointed. Magic Bus tours hay, ; 
around since 1999 and they «,;. 
affordable weekend ride 
Basin from Edmonton 
on Kingsway Avenue. Friday 
Sundays and on holidays {),.. , 
leaves Edmonton at 5:30 am =); 
at the slopes at 9:45 am. 4 
returm coach leaves at 4:30 py, 5 
ing back into town by 9 pm. 7 
depends on age; check thei 
www.magicbus.ca for prices 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 
dmonton-based Magic Bus 
FE and Marmot Basin are 
joining forces for several week- 
ends of extreme skiing. 

Dubbed the Crushed Diamonds 
Extreme Ski camp, this full package 
deal is for advanced and expert skiers 
who are ready for some World Cup 
coaching on monster steeps. 

The packages are currently on sale 
for $469 and they include bus, hotel, 
two days of lifts, four hours of coach- 
ing per day, video review, lunch and 
aprés ski fun. These extreme camps 
are scheduled for the first weekend of 
every month starting on Jan 6. 

In order to maintain a good 
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Balance depends on 
good pole position 
=|SKI TIPS 


COLIN CATHREA 
C/A | colin@weweekly.com 


your skis are moving into the new tu, 
strong touch becomes a “plant” {o 
bumps or heavy snow. \t may occur little 
earlier in the turn to help stabilize yoy 
upper body, but don’t let your 
upper body) get driven bac 
Must remain up and forward | 
smoothly down most slopes, the pole 
touch is 2 signal that you've completeda 
turn in balance and are moving intoa 
new turn. Think of the touch < r indie 
cator of balance—eyes and hands up, 
skis rolling across the bases to the new 
edges, and the pole tip smoothly engay: 
ing the snow. 

Skiing is a connection of fluid body 
movements that all combine to allow yall 
to flow from turn to turn. Any majol 
change in your balance points throws 
whole process off, and you can't 
nice smooth turn. Skiing past your pol 
plant is a very common problem | see 
the time. Touch and relea 
everything in position, just !ike 
carrying a tray of Dom P. And afters 
of cool linked turns, tip back 2 glass 10 
job well done. w 


One thing | really like about skiing over 
snowboarding is that you are so much 
more mobile. When you come to a flat 
section you can skate and pole across the 
snow to keep your momentum. 

But this is not the primary reason for 
having ski poles. They are a timing 
mechanism to set up each and every 
turn. | can tell the difference immediate- 
ly when | don’t have my poles strapped 
on. | kind of feel like a duck out of 
water—unbalanced and uncomfortable. 
This feeling shows us that the pole plant 
is a very important part of turning effec- 
tively. So what is the proper technique 
for a plant? 

The term “pole plant” leads us to think 
the pole tip must be firmly jabbed into the 
ground—not so! As your pole swing 
ends, the pole touch should be just 
that—a touch, occurring around the time 


Lodge builds legend of a wil 


>|CLIMBING 


ing for years. They offe! "°"" 
courses for beginner and interm 7 
climbers. Participants sta"! with F, 
ing on the ice walls, ane! 
progress to climbing "4 
one of the many waterfé 
nearby area. noutll 
The Lodge, located on¢ i 
of Rocky Mountain House: yperal 
a non-profit wilderness 
camp. With its 47-yeat-his 
be known to some Vue : 
annual summer mountal pl 
event, the Fat Tire Festiv® v 


JEREMY DERKSEN / jeremy@vueweekly.com 

rontier Lodge has opened one of 
Fe: largest man-made ice climb- 

ing walls in Canada. The wall is 
over 15 metres (50 feet) tall with more 
than 220 square metres of climbable 
ice, and can accommodate up to four 
different climbers at a time on its two 
double-sided faces. 

While the Lodge has had ice walls 
for over 10 years, the new ice wall 
offers a whole new level for climbing 
enthusiasts. As director Chuck Bourn 
explains, the Lodge's new wall coin- 
cides with increasing interest in the 
sport. 

For its part, Frontier Lodge has 
been introducing people to ice climb- 
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mney DERKSEN / jeremy @vueweekly.com 

ost people who've never 
heli-skied assume that it’s 
too rich for them, or beyond 
jheir ability. Sometimes, these 
assumptions are correct. But not all 
the time. : . 
soi Mountain Touring, operating in 
the Monashees range in Interior BC, 
js offering some incredible deals 
between now and the end of Decem- 
ber. If you're thinking of a three- or 
four-day trip and lift lines aren’t your 
thing, heli might just be for you. Do 
the math: lift tickets and accommo- 
dations over several days can easily 
add up to several hundred dollars or 
more. Sol is offering a base package 
(four nights, self-guided and self- 
catered) for only $465; seven days 
goes from $595. For the day-tripper, 
guided tours start from $65 per day. 
(All prices are before GST.) To get the 
discounted rates, you have to book to 
ski before Dec 30. 

With a guided tour, Sol will tailor 


‘HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 
0 here | am checking out my 
S= Costco store, looking for 
some interesting Christmas 
gifts and I run smackdab into a dis- 
play selling lift tickets and packages 
to BC Mountain Resorts. 


The Silver Star/Big White combo 
lack advertises a “Ticket To Ride” 


estination only. There was a Whistler 


kage as well but it appeared to be 
r golf only. 


asper Snow 


EMY DERKSEN / jeremy @vueweekly.com 
his season, Marmot Basin, the 
Town of Jasper and VIA Rail 
are teaming up to redefine 
the rails” in the ski industry— 
tdoesn’t involve a terrain park. 
Instead, it's about luxury and ease. 
a fan 12 to Apr 22, 2007, VIA Rail 
"un a weekend service from 
ae to Jasper, leaving Friday 
land returning Sunday night. 
er schedules will run throughout 
Week as well.) 
ae Snow Train cars will 
ae lers Panoramic views of the 
ns, and one less thing to 
hie on their weekend trip. A 
Y fare, with meal, is $123 for 


ding 


de from rail to rail on 


*|HELI 


the trip to suit your ability, so there’s 
no need to be intimidated. If you're 
more advanced, you may be ready to 
go self-guided, but you better know 
your stuff. Smart backcountry skiers 
know their limitations—like the 
expertise to judge the safety of snow 
conditions. One step towards build- 
ing this expertise is to take an RAC 
(recreational avalanche course) 
through Sol 

No matter which option you 
choose, you can expect some great 
riding. As co-owner and lead guide 
Aaron Cooper recalls, “Last year, we 
had four separate weeks where we 
Teceived two metres of snow inside a 
seven-day period. That's almost a foot 
of snow each night.” 

Time to start planting hints about 
what you're wishing for in your 
stocking. w 


Get the tickets to ride 


*/SAVINGS 


This is definitely a new marketing 
strategy and it is quite a big Savings if 
you intend to get to either Big White 
or Silver Star, where a single daypass 
goes for up to $65. The selling store 
probably gets a sizeable cut as well so 
the hill is probably only recovering 40 
to 50 per cent of the original cost. For 
boarders and skiers who are certain 
to go, it’s definitely a deal worth 
checking out. w 


Train 


>| TRAVEL 


adults, with discounts for seniors, stu- 
dents and children. 

Local tour providers are getting 
on board as well. Magic Bus Tours 
Ltd is offering “The Weekender” 
package, which covers transporta- 
tion, accommodation and lift tickets 
for $445 per person, based on dou- 
ble occupancy. 

More information on Magic Bus 
packages is available through 
Www.magicbus.ca. To book through 
VIA, check out www.viarail.ca for 
more details or call 1-888-VIA-RAIL. vw 
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SKI AREAS THAT ARE ADVERTISED 
INCLUDE YOUR NAME AND DAYTIME PHONE NUMBER IN THIS WEEK'S ISSUE? 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING DEC 7, 2006. 


1. Tom Waits - Orphans (anti) 
2. JJ Cale & Eric Clapton - The Road To Escondido (reprise) 
3. Bob Dylan- ~ Modem Times (columbia) 

4, Joanna Newsom-Ys(drag city) 

5. The Be Good Tanyas — Hello Love (nettwerk) 

6. Yusuf - Another Cup (atlantic) 

7. AA Soundsystem — Laissez Faire (saved by radio) j 
8. Midlake - The Trials Of Van Occupanther (worlds fair) 

9, The Decemberists - The Crane Wife (capitol) 

10. Mark Knopfler & Emmylou Haris — All The Roadrunning (mercury) 
11.TV On The Radio - Retum To Cookie Mountain (interscope) 
12.Beck - The Information (interscope) 
13.Mastadon - Blood Mountain (relapse) 

14.Chad VanGaalen — Skelliconnection (flemish eye) 

15.Greg Keelor — Aphrodite Rose (warner) 

16.Jim Cuddy — The Light That Guides You Home (wamer) 

17. The Cape May - Glass Mountain Roads (flemisheye) 

18. Isis - The Absence Of Truth (ipecac) 

19. Various — Sorrow Bound:Hanks Willams Re-Examined (ruby moon) 
20. Ratatat - Classics (x!) 

21. Red Ram - Stars Ablaze (red rar) 

22. Blackie And The Rodeo Kings — Lets Frolic (true north) 

23. Fractal Pattem - Absent From But Entirely Within... (fp records) 
24. Madeleine Peyroux — Half The Pefect World (rounder) 

25, And One - Bodypop (metropolis) 

26. James Hunter — People Gonna Talk (rounder) 

27. The McDades — Bloom (free radio) 

28. Damien Rice — 9 (wamer) 

29, Shout Out Out Out Out - Not Saying Just Saying (nmis wiem) 
30. Wendy McNeill - The Wonder Show (determine) =" 


VARIOUS ARTISTS fo Se orp 
SATURDAY NIGHT BLUES © [Ohya 
OOTH ANNIVERSARY 


To celebrate twenty years on the 
air, CBC Records and Saturday 
Night Blues release this two 
CD set of music recorded for 
the show. Gathered from years 
of concert material, the goal was to represent 
artists , whether they are internationally known, 
or local heroes keeping the blues alive. 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 ~. 


ITH 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 

unshine Village opened their 
See park last weekend. 

Sprawled over eight acres, it is 
definitely going to be another season- 
al highlight for boarders and skiers 
looking for big air and grinding 
adventure. 

The initial weekend showcased 
seven boxes, seven rails and three 
jumps. This is only the beginning and 
terrain park supervisor Tim Hyndman 
is promising that new features will be 
added weekly as demand and interest 
grows. 

Four guys dubbed “park monkeys” 
will shape, carve and maintain the 
features throughout the season. 
That's a big plus because the hits and 
rails need continuous upkeep as rid- 


| fl jo 265) 2 
& 100 Ave. 


Ideal Location! 


1100 Square Ft. 


Available 
Immediately! 


Just blocks from 
LRT, Jasper Ave, 
and Edmonton 
General Hospital! 


$1300/mo. 


no pets, no smoking 


It takes a lot to pack a halipipe 


= JIBBING 


ers and boarders destroy the tak eof 
and landing areas. Last year there 
was a “Butter Box” and “Wall Ride 
you can expect to see them soon 

There’s no word onh il fpipe 
opening just yet, but that’s usually 
the last to appear because ii takes 
so much snow. Sunshine is not big 
on snowmaking so they wait fo 
enough of the natural sh to drop 
before they push and s : 
place. The best way to access the 
terrain park is via Angel and heal 
over to the Divide chair. When open 
the halfpipe will be under the Stan- 
dish lift. w 


50 


2 bedroom, two bath plus den. Wonderfully spacious with insuite laundry, wood 
burning fireplace, Isto kitchen, dining room, two underground parking stalls. 


For more information or to view call: 
Rob 940-6212 (Mon-Fri 9-6pm) or 418-1267 (til 10pm and on weekendil 
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NEW YEARS EVE 
PARTY GUIDE 
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Cara: Red cocktail dress by Buenos 
Aires (Escada); red pumps by Stuart 
Weitzman (Mayfair); necklace by 
Xcetera Accessories 


ee 


Steve: White shirt hy Hugo Boss; grey 
pants and blazer by DryKomn; black 
cardigan by YMC; boots by Hugo Boss 


= 
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iW YEARS EVENT LISTINGS 


SCARE 
445 Jasper Avenue, www.c3metro.ca 

ban commotion New Year's Eve 2007: Presented by C3 Metro featuring live music by 5 on the 
n swing dance lessons, and champagne countdown; menu includes Satays, samosas, spanoko- 
; scallop wraps, crab wontons, smoked salmon, crab and artichoke dip, holiday sweets and 
ore; formal dress code 
ficl ‘ets: $40; available at TIX on theSquare 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 

765 Jasper Avenue, 420.9098 

lectric Circus New Year's Eve Party upstairs: top-notch bartending, window dancers, and a DJ 
inning favourite old school and retro hits; 8 pm - 2 am; minimum age 21+ ° Be Fabulous down- 
tis New Year's Eve: Chill out from the Electric Circus with a relaxed down-tempo party, sip 
ampagne from ice sculptures 

Tickets: $40 (for both upstairs and downstairs; includes champagne, party favours and hors 
Joeuvres); make a reservation for dinner to have a table for the entire night, as well as a comple- 
jentary bottle of champagne; Plate Service $16.95 ($13.95 without dessert) 


AR WILD 

551 Whyte Avenue, 432.0814 

New York New York—New Year's Eve 2006: New Year's Eve theme New York, watch the ball 
frop at Bar Wild and get your picture taken in Times Square; 8 pm; no cover; no minors; casual 
oress 


Making spirits bright 


+i 


NEW YEARS EVE 
PARTY GUIDE 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
10425 - 82 Avenue, 439.1082 


* New Year's Eve with Headband main floor and special surprise guests; DJ on the Rooftop and DJ 
in the basement; 7 pm (door) 


* Tickets: $10 (includes champagne at midnight); tickets available at BDF 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 

9624 - 76 Avenue, 989.2861 

* New Year's Eve 2006 with the Rault Brothers Band: roots music with the band starts at around 
9pm for dancing; 7 pm for a four-course menu; an early sitting for just dining is possible (5 - 7 pm) 
* Tickets: $65; call 989.2861 for reservations 


BUSTLOOSE.COM GALA PARTY TOUR 


www.bustloose.com 


* * New Year’s Eve Gala Party Tour: a Club Crawl with class featuring luxury transportation between 


venues, access to the hottest parties at the hottest nightclubs, champagne and party favours; for- 
mal/semi-formal dress-code; ‘6 pm starting the night at the Thirsty Turtle. From there the Bust- 
loose buses will crash the parties at The Globe and Cowboys with an 11 pm arrival at Bar Wild to 
ring in 2007 

* Tickets: $35 (includes BustLoose.com Party Bus transportation between venues; VIP admission 
entrance and cover charge into four New Year's Eve parties; one complementary drink at each bar; 
champagne, prizes and party favours); tickets available at www.bustloose.com 


BUZHFAM ENTERTAIMENT 

B102 - 10010 - 107A Avenue, 266.9178, 278.0515 

* Happy Eid and Happy New Year 2007: Featuring hip hop, R&B, reggae and requests with DJ Ice- 
blazin’, Fartuun Cumar performing songs from her new album, B Plenty and Young Cee (Mr Tim); 
9 pm-5 am; Edmonton Police Security 

* Tickets: $30; for information email buzhfam@yahoo.com 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 33 
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Cutting Room gif 


of Kerastase or Cutti ngRoom 


a gift card of total pampering. 


yww.theCuttingRoomSaion.com 
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TRE a CHANCE: aPESS Up Tor 


FLLA JAMESON / olla @vueweekly.com 
e office party: a chance to 

l make a complete ass of your- 

self at the company’s expense. 

Our staff consists primarily of 
young women in their early- to mid- 
20s, They're fun-loving and some- 
times just plain silly. It’s a great place 
to work if you don’t take yourself too 
seriously. To celebrate a very success- 
ful first year, the boss arranged a 
Christmas party at Lux for all the staff 
(and their significant others for an 
extra $50). 

In the days before the big night 
there was much talk of outfits, shoes, 
even hairstyles; it was definitely an 
opportunity for everyone to show off 
their Christmas wardrobe. Personally, 
I could take it or leave it: 1 don’t like 
to get dressed up unless there’s a 
chance of getting lucky, and I couldn't 
see that happening with this crowd. 

With mild trepidation | slipped on 
a suede skirt, velvet top and a jacket 
I bought last year. 1 knew I couldn't 
compete with these girls in the fash- 
ion department, but with a pair of tall 
leather boots, at least | was present- 
able. 

I lured a cab to my home by means 
fair and foul, then sped off downtown. 
We passed a huge line of traffic head- 
ing to Rexall Place and the Motley 
Criie/ Aerosmith concert. I wasn't par- 
ticularly interested, since I didn’t lis- 
ten to their music and probably 
couldn't pick any of the band mem- 
bers out of a police line-up. 


ROWDY MCDANGER 
PRESENTS... 


POWERPLANT 


xX 
= 


SUNDAY 


a1 


AT THE "DECORA 
POWER PLANT A 

COMPLEMENTARY MASK UPON ENTRY, 

HUGE PRIZES, 

ALTERNATIVE ENTERTAINMENT, 

AND MORE! 


DON'T MISS THE MOST UNIQUE 
AND EXCITING NEW YEARS EVE 
CELEBRATION IN EDMONTON! 


MOW THU TO 10 PM, FA-SATTO 1 PM 
LUX STEAKHOUSE 
Uh 0 SE UME A 


iE 


On arrival at Lux, | was shown 
through a pair of dramatic 10-foot 
doors into the Vintage room where 
my party was well under way. A 
warm, comfortable private space in 
the rear of the restaurant, the room 
seats up to 32 guests for events like 
ours. Muted brown walls and subdued 
amber lighting offset the cosy corner 
fireplace, which had been lit for our 
enjoyment. 


THE CATERING MENU offered us a 
choice of soup (beef and barley) or 
salad (mixed greens) to start. | chose 
the fresh greens, and was pleased 
with the subtly pleasing white bal- 
samic vinaigrette. The soup was 
equally well received, full of tomato 
and carrot, chunks of beef and hearty 
barley. 

Next we had to choose between the 
free-range chicken, an eight-ounce 
New York striploin or fresh salmon. 
After assuring that there was going to 
be ample opportunity to sample all 
three choices, I went with my prefer- 
ence—the striploin. The enormous 
platter was loaded with roasted rose- 
mary potatoes, baby carrots, cauli- 
flower, asparagus and Brussels 
sprouts, all cooked to perfection. 

The chicken was rave-worthy, 


served with a wonderful risotto, porci- 
ni mushrooms and Marsala glaze. The 
salmon steaks were coated with a pis- 
tachio pepper crust and served with 
fennel gnocchi. A bite of the salmon 
stirred feelings of jealousy, but I was 
quickly reassured by my thick, medi- 
um-rare cut of tender beef that easily 
succumbed to my knife. 

Dean, our marvelous server, doted 
over us all night, winning the hearts 
of everyone at the Christmas party. 
He filled our glasses with Rosemount 
Shiraz, he topped up our cocktails, 
and he assured that everyone was 
having a great time. (He wasn’t 
entirely credible, as our noise level 
surpassed permanent hearing dam- 
age by several decibels.) 
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Between the main course and, 


dessert, we were greeted by chef Paul 
Shufelt, who made certain that every- 
one was having a good time. His atten- 
tion to detail was inspirational, and we 
had nothing but kudos for his staff. 


FOR DESSERT, we had a choice of a 
tempting bread pudding or a decadent 
serving of chocolate brownies with 
mascarpone sorbet and mint. When 
faced with such a dilemma, | always 
choose chocolate. I worked my way 
through three-quarters of a heaping 
plate of brownies before I finally gave 
up. I was stuffed. 

At this point, everyone agreed it 
was time to hit the clubs. We agreed 
to a location and the happy partygo- 


ers funneled out into th. «,, 
hopes of finding a taxi Abo. 
later, 1 found myself alone j, 
the Hotel MacDonald, ) 
it there in hopes of hz 
find me a cab. As | stood s} ian "7 
the cold night air, | was apr a 
by a nice-looking gentic, ad 
asked me if I knew wher eh a 
lock Holmes was _ 

I knew he was from out oj 
I had seen him in the hote) 
with some of the Motley crij= K. 
ies. In typically Edmontonian ¢ 3 
I offered to walk him to the e pt 
Spent the next several hours na : 
wide adventure involving st;, q 
laughter andno real plan. 

T just couldn't figure out why ay 
one else seemed to stop w} 
she was doing to wat hus 
passed. When we returned | 
at three in the moming 
fawning staff escorted us in {hy 
tor. Even when strangers called hy 
his first name, | didn’t have ach 

It wasn’t until I got hx 
Googled him that | reali 
spent three hours out with Tom 
Lee. Staring at his picture 
puter screen, the only thing 
think to say was, “No fucking way 

Way. 

Ya gotta love those office part 
you never know who you'll n 
that one special nig 
when you decided it was 
getting dressed up even if you wereff 
likely to get lucky. v i 
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TICKETS AT BLACKBYRD, FREECLOUD, 
LISTEN & TIX ON THE SQUARE Bs 
10030-102ST INFO:428-STAR 
WWW.STARLITEROOM.CA 
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Black dress by Tara Jarmon; gold-leaf necklace by Mimi & Marge 
ity Popo) 


‘Shis and tie by Band of Outsiders; cardigan by YMC; belt by D & G; 
DiyKorn (Henry) 


DINNERTIME AND A SHOW TICKET $75 


INCLUDES: 4 course meal seating at 6:00 pm and 8:00 pm 
(Oilers vs Flames @ 6pm) 


PARTYTIME AND A SHOW $40 9:00 pm 
ve: Featuring Colleen Rae and Cornerstone; plated dinner 
4.95 ENTERTAINMENT 9pm 


Juggling. painted dancers, magician, 
NO YELLOWHEAD face airbrushing, and Shnaw (DJ) 
Bt 153 Street, 424.9467 
"Eve: Featuring Almost Abba; buffet dinner CHAM PAGNE, PARTY FAVORS 


AND 1:00 AM SNACKS 


US \RISH PUB AND RESTAURANT 
- 109 Street, 426.5555 
4 


©w Year with live music by Octain « Tickets; $50 (dinner)/$15 
available at Ceili’s 


tL THEATRE 

~ 1014 Avenue, 451, 8000 

’ MSTRKRFT, Shout Out Out Out Out and Djs Luke Morrison, Nestor 
Teoves, Cain, Cary Ryan, Johnny D’erico; 9 pm - 2 am; 18+ 


> 1.80 - $53; available at TicketMaster, Connected-Ent.ca, by 
“969 4501, 710.2500 . 


RT Mst 


d HiPRO@M= 


“ey Boulevard, 437.6010 
ehestra New Year's Eve: Featuring the swingin’ sounds of =f R 


rchestra; 6:30 pm (start); buffet dinner at 7:15 pm; cham- 
ht; dance 9:30 pm - 1:30 am 
' (includes dinner and dance); tickets available at TIX on the 
ast Terrace Inn 


ENRACE INN BALLROOM | -\/e 
© 


sf 
fp 
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Cara: Silk polka dot dress by Betsey Johnson; 
metallic mary-jane shoes by Repetto (Gravi- 
ty Pope) 


Steve: Shirt and tie by Band of Outsiders; 
pants by DryKorn; belt hy D & G; boots by 
Hugo Boss; brown jacket by An Earnest Cut & 
Sew (Henry) 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 33 


~ COLISEUM INN 


11845 Wayne Gretzky Drive, 708.1749/298.1203/718, 1209 
* New Year’s Eve with singer Abduqaadir O Jubba with p 


) Tige 
* Tickets: $30; phone for more information Be 


COMIC STRIP 

1646 Bourbon Street, WEM, 483.5999 

* Ring in the New Year with Rob Pue and Rick Bronson 
* Three great New Year Packages to choose from 


COOK COUNTY SALOON 

8010 Gateway Boulevard, 432.2665 

New Year's Eve with Tera Lee (Big Earl 96.3 FM) and her ban d: pasa 
and party favours; country casual dress;8 pm (door) no minors 
* Tickets: $15 (adv); available at Cook County 


‘COWBOYS 


10102 - 180 Street, 481.8739 

* New Year's Eve Frost Gala: 7 pm (door) 

* Tickets: $20 (until Dec 23), more at the door (includes party 
champagne at midnight) ‘ 


laVoursay 


CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB ; 

15277 Castle Downs Road, 472.7696 

* New Year’s Eve Party featuring live entertainment by Train Wreck: fe 
ture menu available, party favours and champagne. Reservations recoy 
mended 

« No cover charge 


DANTES 
17328 Stony Plain Road, 486.4448 
* Casino Royale 007—New Year's Eve Gala: Completely immerse you 


in the world of Bond. Indulge in a Martini “shaken not stirred” ... them 


sion is to dress as your favourite Bond character, to be the exotic spy 

you've always dreamed and to win the Best Bond and Bond Girl conteg 
High Stake Bistro: dance the night away, live Motown and Latin den 

music by The Catalyst 


* Grand Ball Room: Dj Goldfinger will be spinning world tracks « 
sic Bond-esque sounds; also featuring the Casino Royale go-5 
Martini contest and a chance to win many prizes. Menu featuring theg 
sine of Venice; antipasti; carpaccio di manzo 

* Tickets: $109 (four-course dinner); $95 (three-course dinner): $29 
(dance only) (includes party favours, glass of champagne and welcurm 
Martini Royale) 


DELTA EDMONTON SOUTH—TOP OF THE INN 


4404 Gateway Boulevard, 
1,866.499.3223/780.920,4450,www.fancytoez.com 


* The Best is Yet to Come—Jazz New Year: Presented by Fancy na 

turing the jazz band, the Tuxedo Junkies; formal attire; 5:50 pin” J 

minimum age 21+; cocktails at 5:30 pm; dinner at 7 pm a 
Dec 15 


* Tickets: $99 (special advance tickets: available until 6 pr a 
(deadline to buy tickets: Dec 29) Must have advance reservation cr 
prime rib plate service dinner, party favours, champagne al midnigi 
more); tickets available at Delta Edmonton South Hotel 4% 
on the Square 


1-3457, ali 


DELTA EDMONTON SOUTH 


~ 4404 Gateway Boulevard, 1.866.499.3223/780.920 4450 afl 


+ 7th Annual Latin’New Year's Eve: Featuring the Latin rhyth™ 
piece X-Band; DJ Moreno alongside DJ Reinier “El Cubano" W f 
best in ballroom, Latin, Top-40, and retro beats; also featuring 
performance show by Esquna, Latina Latin corner; dress !0'" +94 
mum age 18+; cocktails at 5:30 pm, dinner at 7:30 pm, dance at? 
ends at 3am 3 

* Dinner ticket: $75 (includes plate service dinner, party '¢ 
champagne at midnight and live band entertainment); de" 
ticket is Dec 29; dance-only ticket: $30 (adv)/$40 (door) (incl omit 
favours, champagne at midnight and live entertainment 2°" "" 
am); tickets available at 780-63-PARTY ones 


4vours and 
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AILJED AIS: 


bring in the new year at suede lounge 


our new year’s. eve 


includes: 

5 meal 

a Pee 1S. Lease 

party ‘avours 

dj's & dancing MOET @ CHANDON 
CHAMPA 

reserved table rf GNE 

€arly seating J 5 »-6pm 

ate seatine 8 -Ipr n 

general admission (does not include dinner) 


call for tickets / reservations 


siecle LOUNGE Kingsway West Edmonton Millwoods 
Garden Mall MallPhase 3 Town Centre 
Gis ete som 474-2007 930-2009 465-2044 
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Host the killer cocktail party 


_dressed up, but one man's 


JOEL KELLY / joel @vueweekly.com 

orget fat men in red velour or 
Fe: “Jesus” character | keep 

hearing about: everybody 
knows that the real reason for the 
holiday season is to party your pants 
off and claim “yuletide cheer” to 
explain how that lampshade ended up 
on your head. 

What with work-related Christ- 
mas/Hanukkah/Kwanzaa parties, New 
Year's Eve and celebrating or mourning 
the holiday bonus parties, there are so 
many shindigs at this time of year that 
they all sort of blend into one another. 
But have no fear, dear reader and 
potential party host! After countless 
headache-plagued mornings-after and 
more than a few unexplained tattoos, I 
have culled together sure-fire tips to 
make even the most dreary dinner- 
party stand out like it’s 1999! 

My first tip is to never, ever say that 
you are partying in the way the artist 
formerly known as Prince would 
deem acceptable. That’s so 2002. 


FIRST, MAKE A frank assessment of 
your potential party locale. The clos- 
et-sized suite that you rent from the 
crazy cat lady upstairs will not be 
cosy for you and your 50 closest 
friends. It will be lame and everyone 
will hate you. Bars exist for a reason. 
If your pad is larger, think long and 
hard about where people will stand 
and what stuff you're willing to have 
destroyed. Plan for open spaces—peo- 
ple who are standing up are more 


slebrities 


2|COCKTAILS 


likely to be talking to each other or 
perhaps even dancing. 

The size constraints of Party Cen- 
tral fuel the most important stage of 
party planning: the guest list, Try for a 
wide range of personalities, featuring 
fun people who may or may not know 
each other. However, the zany dude 
with dance moves straight out of 
“Thriller” might not be willing to help 
you serve drinks and clean up, so 
don't forget about the wallflowers. Try 
to keep the guest list from overflow- 
ing the space, as you will likely have 
last-minute invites and party crashers. 

Now, it is widely accepted that 
theme parties often fail and fail hard, 
but a few elements here and there will 
turn it from a party to a partaaaaee. 
Rather than boring BYOB, decide on a 
few simple cocktails that will also serve 
as goofy conversation starters. On the 
invitation, assign your guest to bring a 
bottle of the basics: vodka, rum, gin or 
a versatile liqueur like Cointreau. Sup- 
ply the rest of the ingredients for fun, 
silly drinks (my favourites are the girly 
martinis—Cosmopolitan, anyone?). 
There are oodles of websites that will 
supply you with cocktail recipes based 
on your starting tipples. 

Furthermore, consider your guests’ 
apparel as an opportunity to catalyze 
conversation. In my experience, people 
will jump at the opportunity to get 


Opticians & Sunglass Specialists 


viloge Landing: seeRiaa 


a, 


asual 
semiformal is another's tuxedo and top 


hat. Stay away from the campy cos- 


tume themes, but give some specific 
guidelines—for example, have every- 
one wear all red or an interesting hat. 


HAVING SENT OUT the invitations, you 
might be tempted sit back and just let 
the party happen, but you’d be 
wronger than a threesome with you, 
your grandmother and a midget. 
Nobody is asking you to be Martha 
Stewart, but wise decisions can make 
a big difference in almost every facet 
of your party. 

A word of warning: don’t try to do 
everything on your own. You want to 
have a good time at the do, too. Rely 
on a few trusted friends and delegate 
as much as possible. Ask a few guests 
to bring an hour’s worth of party 
music on CD and ask your friend, the 
one with the 80-gig iPod and the 
“music is my boyfriend” tattoo, to DJ. 

Food often takes a backseat to 
hooch at these affairs, but anything 
beyond plunking down a bowl of 
ketchup chips goes a long way 
towards impressing your guests. Keep 
it as simple as you can; after a few 
drinks, no one is really going to appre- 
ciate the subtleties of your truffles 
ensconced with caviar. One of my best 
hors d'oeuvres was crackers with ham 
and pineapple, sprinkled with brown 
sugar and topped with melted cheese. 

Note: just because they happen to 
have “cocktail” in their name, cocktail 


weenies are only acceptable if you 
want to be called “Mr Weenie” until 
you move to Calgary out of sheer 
embarrassment. 

Stagger two or three courses so 
people don’t stuff themselves and get 
sleepy. Also, simple garnishes like cit~ 
rus zest or rosemary sprigs lend 
themselves quite elegantly to more 
formal occasions. 

When your guests aren’t busy eat- 
ing or drinking, they'll be ... mingling. 
Yikes. If the thought of that gets you 
nervous, then maybe it’s best to pro- 
vide a few starting points. 

Pretty much everyone has a digital 
camera these days, so take advantage 
of it; Google “Jowler” and thank me 
later. Alternatively, I have been 
known to use my trusty sharpie mark- 
er as an ice breaker. Drawing a full- 
bodied, Groucho Marx-style mustache 
on the inside of my index finger and 


and 


functional 


holding it below my nose 
good for a laugh, whethe; 
tipsy. Basically, any reaso; 
goofy, possibly incriminatine 
a foolproof way to a fun vib 
Finally, don’t wait until the 
starts dying down to think abo 
people will be getting hom. 
get a taxi on a Friday or Sai irda 
night, especially on New Year's Eye § 
harder than building a nuclear reac 
out of broken wristwatches. Ene 
age people to crash on a couch 
enlist a few neighbours to let gueg 
sleep there. You can always kick peg 
ple out in the morning by anr ouncing 
that everyone is invited out (o ca 
Mosaics for brunch 
Once the guests are gone, sural 
the damages and clean up an 
in desperate need of attention 
can wait—take a ‘ong nap and baskif 
the glow of hosting a killer party. v 


. WOME WiATH 
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unday, Dec 31st, 2006 Join thousands of partiers 


“O0L69\ j= 


Offering the most professional 
and knowledgable eyewear 
Specialists in West 
Edmonton Mall. 


Co 


Phase 1 - West Edmonton Mall 
444-7972 


Your downtown 
choice for the 
latest in today’s 
hot new eyewear 
styles! 


HTC “LUB 


Fever Nightclub for CARNIVAL 2006 


New Ss Eve with the entertainme: 


trapeze, silks and magic! 
que du soleil type performances by 
efly Theatre (www. fireflytheatre. ih 


REY BARCELONA 
TOM FORD 


PNG? 
bg view mer " 


ec! West Edmonton Mall 


Doors@9PM | NoMinors 2nd Level - All Stream Building 
aceaniiottee 429-8858 
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Cara: Black dress by My Fair Lady 
(Escada); shoes by Calvin Klein (May- 
fair); ring by Excetera Accessories 


Steve: Shirt hy Hugo Boss; pants by 


DryKorn; cardigan by YMC (Henry) 


NEW YEARS EVE 
PARTY GUIDE 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 34 


DOWNTOWN EDMONTON 


Various downtown venues, 423.2822 ext 24; www.eventsedmon, Nica 
* New Year's Eve Downtown 2006: Western Canada’s largest New... 
celebration, An alcohol-free event featuring entertainment, str; Ni “ 
entertainers, public skating, a street dance, family activities 
° Free 


and fireworks 


ECONCLODGE DOWNTOWN 

10209 - 100 Avenue, 421.1026 

* Say Goodnight Whitey Houston Rockin’ New Year's Eve Bash: rea 
a Rock-Off with the Get Down rock ‘n’ roll band and the mighty sounds of 
The Fat Dave Crime Wave dueling for rock supremacy, May the bes bad F 
win 

* There will be assorted favours, dips. Edmonton's favourite sons play 
mano-a-mano, tete-a-tete, and mi-casa-es-sous-casa; 9 pm (door), | 
(bands) 

* Tickets: $10 


turine 


! pm 


FAIRMONT HOTEL MACDONALD—EMPIRE BALLROOM 

10065 - 100 Street, 424.5181 

* Edmonton International New Year's Eve Gala 2006: Formal, fashionable 
and trendy; cocktails at 7 pm; menu: dinner of distinction wi 
options if pre-ordered at 7:30 pm; no minors; dance at 9 pm - 3 
house buffet at 11:30 pm; lots of prizes, party favours, dinner music by 
harpist Kyra Pedersen; DJ Tomski will provide upscale trendy, happy 
dance music, very eclectic with good vibrations from the past and tulure 
(no country, rap, hip hop) 

* Tickets: $125 


FANTASYLAND HOTEL 

Fantasyland Hotel, Beverly Hills Ballroom, WEM, 444.3000 

* Danny Hooper's Classic Country New Year's Gala: Join Danny Hoopei 
and his band, the Henky Tonk Heroes as they ring in the New Yea 
* Tickets: $99 each (includes buffet) 


FESTIVAL PLACE 

100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park, 449.3378 

* New Year's Eve with the K-Tel’s: Ring in the New Year in style at Fesiwval 
Place; buffet dinner in the lobby at 7:30 pm (with desserts and e 
party favours with complimentary champagne for the midnight toa 
after dinner dance to the popular retro music of the K-Tels, fronted by 
Thomas Alexander; 7:30 pm 

* Tickets: $70 each; available at the Festival Place box office, an lickel- 
Master 


FEVER 

2554, Upper Level WEM, 443.6666 
* Carnival 2007: Trapeze, silks and magic featuring Cirque du Solel! \ypé 
performances by the Firefly Theatre; 8 pm - 3 am; no minors 

* Tickets: $24.99 (adv); more at the door; tickets available at Fev 


keth 


fied Spa, Alexis (WEM and Kingsway), Foosh (Whyte Ave), Ticket! 


hadi 


aster 


FOUR ROOMS 

137 Edmonton City Centre East, 426.4767 

* Old Hollywood Glamour New Year's Eve: Food from the golden age 
Hollywood; 6 - 9 pm; five-course dinner 

* Jazz party with the Don Berner Trio featuring Shannon Tyler at 9 pm 
* Tickets; $35 


FRANCO'S—VICTORIA TRAIL 

12881 - 50 Street, 476.4333 

+ New Year's Eve Party: Great food, karaoke and all the trimmns* 
* No tickets needed 
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PT BEST LIVE VENUE oT : NEW YEAR’S EVE. WITR 


CODE 


wy IX "xX" Ex 


TEN SECOND EPC 


AND GQuEsS TS 


THE BURNIN’ SANDS 


PLUS DJ CHOKLIT ELVIS 


DECEMBER 3! 


~ INCLUDES CHAMPAGNE & PARTY.FAVOR 
TICKETS: $40 u AVAILABLE AT THE ONE QN WATE 


ON = 10544-s82 AVE: 
PH:437-7697 
ON 
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GINGUR SKY LOUNGE 
15505 - 118 Avenue, 913.4312/ 953.3606, www.gingursky.com 

* and Annual Gingur Sky All White and Silver Affair NYE 2007: Featuring 
Toronto's Dj Black Reaction (World Clash Champions 2006) and E-town's 
Elite Sounds: Bomb Squad, Invinceable and Babygirl; semi-formal dress 
code in effect; Edmonton Police Security on site all night; reserve your VIP 
tables ASAP 

* Tickets; $25; more at the door (includes champagne, party favours, sou- 
venir towels ._ ); for ticket info email: gingur.sky@gmail.com 


WOU TRI ANGLICAN CHURCH 
10037 - 84 Avenue, 420-1757 
* Mid-Winter Songs—New Year's Eve concert: Featuring the Ensemble de 
‘a Re Ustier in the new year with choral music; champagne and choco- 
lates at intermission; 7:30 pm 
> Tickets: $17 (adult) /$12 (student/senior); available at TIX on the Square 


7601 - 115 Street, 436.1161 

* 4 New Year's Eve murder mystery: The Auction—Who killed Baroness 
Auddrey von Muchen: An unforgettable night of international intrigue and 
Suspense, interactive; live world fusion Latin music by Aroot's Bazaar 

* Tickets: $85 (includes entertainment, dinner, dessert, coffee/tea/cham- 


Pagne and midnight lunch); tickets available by phone, group discounts 
available 


THE 


2°40 Calgary Trail Southbound, 465.6800 
NeW Year's Eve celebration: dinner at 6 pm, show starts at 8:30 pm, 
bubbly at midnight 
* Tickets on sale now 
CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 41 
JASPER—FAIRMONT JASPER PARK LODGE 


Old Lodge Road, Jasper, 780.852.5107 

* The Great Hall: Times Square—The Ultimate New Year's Party: F'j| y.,,, 
glass at the Bounty of Bubbly sparkling wine station, sample decaden 
goodies and salute the midnight hour with holiday cheers, toasts, musi 
and dancing 

* Tickets: $35 


* Beauvert Dining Room: The Enchanted Forest: Enter the maze of tree. 
that guide you down the path to a festival fit for the Gods, complete with 
a buffet, adventure and fantasy. With muses, mystical creatures, fairies 
and a beautiful princess to help welcome in 2007 

* Tickets: $125 (adult)/$63 (child 5-12 years)/free for children under = 
(includes Great Hall Time Square) 


* The Edith Cavell: Tuxes and Tiaras: Seven plated courses, while ent 
tainment by a musical trio; tuxes and tiaras are optional; 18+ 
* Tickets: $199 per person (includes Great Hall Gala) 


JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB 

10610 - 100 Avenue, 426.5381 

* New Year's Eve with pop/rock music from the ‘60s and ‘70s by 4-piccc 
band Headwind; dinner 5:30 - 9 pm; party favours at midnight 

* Tickets: $5 (cover, donated to Santa’s Anonymous)/$25 (roast bee! din 
ner, $5 to Santa’s Anonymous), reservations suggested for large grou; 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 
9221 - 34 Avenue, 433.2599 
* LIPHT (alternative rock) 


KINSMEN CLUBHOUSE—ST ALBERT 

Rodeo Grounds, Riel Drive, St Albert, 970.1557/458.1999 

¢ New Year's Dance with the rockin’ blues band SlowBurn; casual dress 
late lunch at 11:30 pm, with champagne and party favours at midnight 
prizes through the evening; 8 pm (door), 9 pm -1:30 am (music) 

* Tickets: $20 (couple)/$10 (single); available at 970.1557 or 458.195 


NEW CITY 

10081 Jasper Avenue, 429.2582 

* The Legendary New Year's Eve Bash: Downstairs: D) Blue jay, Nik 
Romantik; Upstairs: DJ Dildozer and Nazz Nomad; party favours; no 
minors; 7 pm (door) 

* Tickets: $15 (door) 


O'BYRNE'S IRISH PUB 

10616 - 82 Avenue, 414.6766 

* DJ Finnegan spins the tunes for you to dance into 2007; 9 pm (door 

* Basic: Bottle of champagne, the always popular big bag of swag, p@"! 
hats and favours, access to free bbg at midnight 

* Premium (limited quantities); Guaranteed seating before 10pm; bol\l: 
champagne, the always popular big bag of swag, party hats and lay 
priority access to free bbq after midnight 

* Tickets: $20 (basic)/$30 (premium); available by phone at 414.6760 


O'CONNORS IRISH PUB 

9013 - 88 Avenue, 465.4834 

* Patsy and Brian and the Band; Don Marcotte on bass and Pascal 
Lecours on drums; 9 pm 

* Tickets: $10 (includes appetizers and complementary drink) 


apanese-style jacket by Hopsac 
Renfrew); greypinstrip pant, black 
shirt and tie by Holt Renfraw; shoes by 
Hugo Boss (Henry) 


ONE ON WHYTE 

10544C - 82 Avenue, 437.7699 

* Sonic 102.9 presents Social Code and Ten Second Epic with gues's 
Burnin’ Sands, and DJ Choklit Elvis; champagne, party favours; 7°! 
(door) ' 

* Tickets: $40; available at the One on Whyte 
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10322 Jasper Ave. 
(780) 422-2718 
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ONTHEROCKS = 

11740 Jasper Avenue, 482.4767 

¢ Ring in the New Year with Line of Sight and Dj Kiwi 

* Tickets: $20 (full-size Kokanee Beerfridge to be given away) 


+ Ann sd : ie 
OVERTIME DOWNTOWN = 
10304 - 111 Street, 423.1643 é 
* Evening at Cirque Du ©.T.: Entertaiment at 9 pm including jugel'" 
painted dancers, magician, face airbrushing and Dj Shnaw, chamygh 
and party favours and 1 am snacks 2 
* Tickets: $75 (dinnertime and a show, includes four-course mea! sai 
at 6 pm and 8 pm, Oiler vs Flames at 6 pm); $40 (partytime and 2s!) 
9 pm) we nt 


OVERTIMESOUTH 
160, 4211 - 106 Street, 485.1717 : fa 
* Hollywood Glam Night, Bogart and Bardotte, the stars of the» °"" 
dance; eesolibioed mour or formal = 

* Tickets: Plated dinner and party $35 (each)/$65 (couple); $15 (each 
party only); must make reservations for dinner ~ 


i 


ie. eee . —Z = 
+ New Year's Eve Gala: An eight-course gourmet meal in 22!" 
and superbly festooned room; dance to music by the Hit Me". = 
e and Hunga!i@? 


; 6pm, gourmet dinner at 7 pm, dance at 9 pm, cz 
102 Avenue Entrance «Edmonton Centre |426-4767  ovccesn 
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Stab h Wihl 


*excluding taxes, limit one purchase per customer, 
regular price merchandise only. Not valid on previous 
purchases, gift certificatesMayaways or in conjunction 

with any other offer. Valid until January 1, 2007. 
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www.taligirishop.com 
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Cara: Black cocktail 


Ng retro music; one pj , Upst aie 
er ae buffet dinner and party favours; 7pm (door) 

pha aia pon: ape NO advance tickets, ticke< 
availab LS door ronly 


THE NUMBER 2 DJ IN THE WORLD RETURNS TO EDMONTON! 


10 YEARS WORLD TOUR 


ARMIN 


VAN BUUREN 


DECEMBER 28, 2006 
EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 


GO WILD THIS 


NEW YEAR'S 
DECEMBER 31¢2006 


SELLING 
EXTREMELY FAST! 


DOORS 9 PM - 18+ 1D REQUIRED 

~ BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW 
THIS EVENT WILL SELL QUT! 
EARLY BIRD (FIRST 400): $20.00 
NEXT 400: $25.00 - NEXT 400: $30.00 
MORE AT THE DOOR 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT TICKETMASTER.CA. 

CHARGE-BY-PHONE 451-8000, 

SHADIFIED SALON & SPA - 13620 - 93 ST - 457-4446 

UNDERGROUND CLOTHING - WEM - 484-3924 

COLOURBLIND - 10544-82 AVE - 439-2039, 

FOOSH - ~ - 491- j “OOP 
MS ge DOORS OPEN AT 7:00PM... SHOWTIME AT 9:00 


INCLUDES: SHOW, MIDNIGHT BUFFET AND PARTY FAVOU ain 
GET YOUR TICKETS BEFORE THEY'RE SOLD 


476-3388 © 12912-5057. 


INFO LINE: 489-SHOW (7469) 
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NEW YEARSEVE | am 
PARTY GUIDE = 4047 - 106 street Phone: 437.31 


amin, Vin Saneares, John Armstrong and 
essence f the Vaudeville era. A Brass Monkey Pro- 
y Theatre Network; 8 pm (door) 

able by calling Theatre Network at 453.2440 


18+ 
« Tickets: $21.20 ~ $31.80; available at TicketMaster 


SHAW. CONFERENCE CENTR 

9797 Jasper Avenue, 451. Do 

_ «The Bear's Children’s Fund New Year's Bash: Featuring Three Days 
Grace, Thornley and Tupelo Honey; no minors 

* Tickets: $35; available at TicketMaster, net proceeds to the Bear Chil- 
dren's Fund 


SHERWOOD PARK - BROADMOOR LAKE PARK 

Broadmoor Lake Park, Oak Street & Sherwood Drive, Sherwood Park, 
467.2211 * New Year's Eve Family Celebrations: Skating, toboggan and 
wagon rides, aly activities, food, and fireworks at 8 pm 

+ Free 


CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 
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Stove: Glasses by J. E Rey’ (I-Optical) 
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SIDETRACK CAFE 


10333 - 112 Street, 421.1326 

* New Year's Eve with the high-powered) nine-piece Power funk bang 
The Superband; 9 pm 

* Tickets: $17 (adv)/$20 (door); available at the Sidetrack Cafe Bla 
Listen, Megatunes and TIX on the Square 


SPORTS WORLD INLINE AND ROLLER DISCO 

13710 - 104 Street, 472.6336 

* New Year's Eve: 1 -§ pm and7 pm - | am; prize draw every hour 
* Tickets: $10 (incl. complementary rentals); available at Sports w 
www sports-world.ca (open New Year's Day 1-5 pm) 


Jorid 


STARLITE ROOM / VELVET UNDERGROUND 

10030 - 102 Street, 428.1099 

* New Year's with the Mad Bomber Society, Murder City Sparrow 
ers, The Rowdymen, On The Brink; five bands, two DJs on twe 

* Tickets: $10; available at Blackbyrd, Freecloud, Listen and TIx 0 
Square 


STONY PLAIN - ROTARY PARK 

4815 - 44 Avenue 

* Family Fest New Year's Eve Celebrations: The Stony Plain Kinsn 
and the Town of Stony Plain present this family festival to celeb 
Year's, The evening begins with hayrides, hot chocolate and s| 
cluding with fireworks at 8:45 pm 


SUEDE LOUNGE 

11806 Jasper Avenue, 482.0707 

* New Year's Eve 2007: Includes a five-course meal, Moét c 

party favours, DJs and dancing. Early seating 5 - 7 pm, late seating 
¢ Call for tickets and reservations 


SUTTON PLACE HOTEL 

10235 - 101 Street, 428.7111/441.3032 

* New Year's Eve dinner and dance: A four-course dinner in Cap 
while enjoying live music; enjoy our all you can eat Chocoholi 

with a glass of [cewine and complete the evening and dance to musi: 
the Charlie Austin Band; then retire into one of our elegant Deluxe 
strooms. Seating starts at 6 pm 

* Tickets: $250 (couple) (includes dinner in Capitals Restaurant 
holic Buffet and dancing in Central Park Lounge and one night stay ina 
deluxe guestroom) 

* The moming after ... brunch: New Year's Day brunch at Cap 

rant; 11 am- 2 pm ¢ Tickets: $40 (adult)/$37 (senior)/$20 (ch 


Cara: Blue top and Otti jacket by Hugo Boss; tuxedo pant by Devel- 
opment: necklace from Stones by Citrine (Gravity Pope) 


Steve=#>ans by Earnest Sewn; shirt, jacket and leather tie by vod 
(Gravity Pope) 


UNION HALL 

6240 - 99 Street, Argyll, 702.2582 

* Back in Black NYE Bash; Rockin’ party with Connor's Roac, champs" 
and party favours; no minors; 8 pm 

* Tickets: $20 (adv until Dec 29)/$40 (after Dec 29); available at Ticke(Ma 


URBAN LOUNGE AND WHISKEY GRILL 

8111 - 105 Street, 439.3388 

* Featuring Mustard Smile, champagne, party favours and D/ Gilligat 
7:30 pm (door) 

* Tickets; $25; available at the Urban Lounge 


VEDIC CENTRE 

12840 - 57 Street (east of the Belvedere LRT), 420.1757 

* Maendeleo New Year's Eve dance and fundraising evening 

by the Maendeleo Education and Cultural Foundation featurn 
African culture and entertainment featuring dance, drumming, © 


(dinner), 9 pm - 2 am (entertainment); cash bar available; al! « 

« Tickets: $30 (couple)/$20 (single); available at TIX on the Squa 
go towards programs in Uganda for orphans, youth and women 
opment programs 
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_ 50 Street, 476.3388 
» year's Eve with Jo Hikk: midnight buffet and party favours; 7 pm 
ow at 9pm 
d f nt LLL 


Te Me a Party: Relax on the beach, listen to live Pssst... You could win A tickets to Fever's collosal 
po cto ea es the Beyer tiple midnight; New Year s Eve carnival 2007 gala event featuring 
ron sala Guest Services or World Waterpark live trapeze and magical theatrics by the Firefly 

ys0AR HOFBRALHAUS Theatre, plus dinner for 2 beforehand. 


h - 101 Street, 436.5586 
ynaderbar Super Euro Techno Party: dance your face off techno party; 


eae concede tne Send us your name, daytime phone number to contests@yueweekly.cam 
. | {Must be (8 or older to win} \ 
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ERHOURS a 

8 - 102 Street, 994.3256, www.yafterhours.com YS 
007 Y Vs. Spy: Featuring a dance floor, and top DJs playing on mul- y 

floors; 10 pm-10 am; dress in your best secret agent attire; 18 + 

ets. $25 (adv); available at Foosh, Tree House Records, Under- 

und, Yess Hair, and Y Afterhours 


we Awp’s go to II | 
RENDER BENDER : 
0.702.7295 ae 
New Year's Pub Crawl: Edmonton Pub Crawls and 91.7 The Bounce “es 
ent the Year Ender Bender Crawl 
ur Routes: Route 1 Hudsons Whyte; Route 2 Hudsons Downtown; 
le 3 Hudsons Campus; Route 4 The Globe 
eis: $30 (include a complementary drink at your starting location, 
als, VIP access to four different New Year's Eve Parties, a compli- 
y bottle of champagne and a New Year's Eve Countdown at your 


Gestination); tickets available at www.Edmontonpubcrawls.com, 
iMaster, Hudsons on Campus 


WUK'S 

inderry Mall lower level, 6606 -137 Avenue, 481.9857 

‘Kelamis New Year's Eve (from the film Almost Heaven) 

ets; $90 (includes buffet dinner, GST, party favours and champagne 


iGhight); $45 (includes show, party favours and glass of champagne); 
0 reserve 
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n extensive and fairly 
ive resume, | still have 
deal of trouble think- 


antend that as criticism: I'm 
n of Craddock’s plays, which 
sally embody a kind of 
tricality, twirling through 
‘without regard while each 
ubtly developed, turning the 
f instruments, from blanket 
k, into the set pieces of 
jungle or kid-controlled 
and never allowing a 
of rest to anyone involved. 
‘9 does this while calling 
io attention to the fact: wit- 
the response to something 
Committed, shown on the 
tage last February. Not to 
g away from John Kirk- 
rany other actor who has 
its 40-some roles with his 
ace, but critics (self includ- 
jally forgive the simplicity of 
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the other hand, crafts 


helm character but 

d every contrivance 

the story work. 
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DANCE: THE NUTCRACKER /55 [YS 3=3 Pae*4 


VISUAL ARTS: SCIENCE = MAGIC / 57 


TOU, DEC 1 
SUMMER OF MY 


AMAZING LUCK 

DIRECTED BY BRADLEY MOSS 

WRITTEN BY CHRIS CRADDOCK 

BASED ON THE NOVEL BY MIRIAM TOEWS 
STARRING BETH GRAHAM, 

CAROLINE LIVINGSTONE, CHRIS CRADDOCK 
AOXY THEATRE (0708-124 STREET), $18 - $25 


REVUE 


Summer of My Amazing Luck— 
strikes me more as a feverish creation 
on some rehearsal stage than 
hunched craning over a keyboard. His 
plays seem almost too alive, too 
inherently tied to stage to exist in any 
meaningful written form, as if he’s 
found a way to hone and shape 
improvising into something with the 
precision of drafting and redrafting. 

He doesn’t, of course, that I’m 
aware of, but the result is that his 
plays always pull at the heart of the- 
atre: perhaps more than any other 
local playwright, | think it’s impossible 
to appreciate theatre as an art form 
and not admire what Craddock does 
with it, regardless of your opinion of 
his themes or stories. 

Luck, of course, is maybe the purest 
example of this (I personally prefer 
3...2...1, but he doesn’t try nearly the 
flash he employs here). While the 
main character/narrator Lucy (Beth 
Graham) pulls through the road- 
trip/life-on-welfare story, Craddock 
and Caroline Livingstone literally cre- 


5 


ane 


A CHILD! § CHRISTMAS 
IN WALES 


DIRECTED BY VIVIEN BOSLEY 

WRITTEN BY DYLAN THOMAS, JEREMY BROOKS, 
ADRIAN MITCHELL 

STARRING ADRIAN LAHOLA, PETER MCNAB, 
JEANIETIMIMS, [AN CORRY AND OTHERS 
ag PLAYHOUSE (10322 -83 AVENUE), 


Though the characters are clad in 
plaid outfits befitting to the 1950s, 
there is still something universal 
about them. The young Dylan, (Adrian 
Lahola) shells out his best perform- 
ance and is quite charming in his role. 

All of the characters seem to have a 
blast delivering their lines and being a 
part of this festive production, and 
Peter McNab (elder Dylan) sits off to 
the side and smiles as the characters 
run and sing about the stage with 
childish carelessness. 

The cast often sings behind the 
stage’s curtain for full vocal effects 


ate the world around her, employing a 
kitchen table and an endless supply of 
kids’ toys to bring in antagonistic 
social workers, bombastic best 
friends, bickering neighbours and 
well-meaning suitors. 

Nothing suffers the breakneck 
pace: Lucy's attempt to connect to her 


when they are not on stage providing 
stellar supporting performances. 
Though this would be considered a 
musical, the songs are more like 
hymns than fully blown arranged car- 
ols, and the lyrics are far more comical 


‘has the Amazing Luck of an effortlessly great 


distraught, distant father is as heart- 
felt as the self-censoring tirade 
against an anti-welfare MLA is hilari- 
ous. The large cast of surrounding 
characters is broad enough to be 
funny but realized enough to be sym- 
pathetic, encouraging almost as much 
pathos as Lucy without taking the 


than what you may find at any church 
(a hymn about telling scary stories, or 
the mean boys around town, etc). 


LIKE ANY GOOD christmas tale, the 


Walterdale production is a good 


fan Jackson ~ Epic 


focus away from her story, either. 

The ending is a little syrupy— 
though it’s adapted, so I suppose 
that’s no fault of Craddock's—but it 
seems irrelevant, too: the play is 
beautiful theatre, alive and efferves- 
cent with the medium, and top notc®® 
throughout. vw 


reminder of all of the simple festive 
things that have been lost. After 
spending two years in a Muslim coun- 
try where Christmas is unheard of, I 
was having a difficult time being 
home in Canada and remembering 
what the holidays felt like. Somehow, 
something was keeping me from gett 
ting out there in search of that Christ- 
mas joy, excitement and love that I 
used to possess in my soul 

All of the loving memories of past 
Christmases came back to me after 
seeing this delightful little play about 
A Child's Christmas in Wales. | was 
instantly transported back to my own 
childhood—my light, adventurous 
days where things were simpler, and 
seemed more focused on the family 
unit, less en consumerism. 

It will detight anyone with a hint of 
Christmas spirit who attends, and < 
feeling of fond memories of the sea- 
son will reside in you for days to 
come, bringing forth the innocent 
thoughts of goodwill and peace that 
reside somewhere in all of us. ¥ 
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“APAVIO BERRY / davit@vuewesk!y.com 


ketch comedy is probably one 
of the hardest acts to pull off, 


because it’s such a muddled 
medium; not properly storytelling, 
but neither the unbridled joke-a-thon 
of stand-up, it exists somewhere in 
the middle, a quick-hit story that 
must be funny as often as possible. 

It’s a hell of a tricky tightrope— 

endless exposition is never necessar- 
_gly funny, and rapid fire jokes can 
luster quick—and one that Most- 
ly Water Theatre’s (Craig Buchert, 
Matt Stanton, Sam Varteniuk and 
Trent Wilkie) latest show, XXXMas 
2: Falalalala-lala-luck off, doesn't 
always walk so gracefully. 

There is no question that they've 
got the latter half of the equation 
down: a skit like show-closer “Shit! 
It Sucked!,” which allows the four- 
some to riff on the aforementioned 
phrase, is a perfect example of the 
group's ample comedic gifts. 
Refreshingly crude, healthily absurd 
and with a rolling, drumbeat rhythm, 

ey jump from performer to per- 
former, rarely missing a moment of 
funny. It’s the sketch part of the 
comedy that’s hit-and-miss. 

Too many skits in this collection— 
which is, to be fair, the weakest of 
the three shows that I’ve seen so 
far—seem like nothing more than 
attempts to stuff as many absurd 
comedy bits into one sketch as possi- 
ble. It's an admirable goal and hilari- 
ous when it works, but it seldom 
does: comedy is almost always fun- 
nier when its honest to the situation, 
and while an absurd aside can be 
brilliant when used right—as it is in 
“La French Scene La,” a hilarious 

“@eangling of Québécois—with too 
much time as the main feature, it 
gets tired. “Farmer Jarmer’s Crackin’ 
Christmas,” which plays as an end- 
less series of shots at country folk, or 


shingly crude—most of 


DIRECTED BY DAVID DEGAGHE 

WRITTEN BY & STARRING CRAIG BUCHERT, 
MATT STANTON, SAM VARTENIUK, TRENT WILKIE 
aeae DESIGN STUDIO (10055 - 80 AVENUE), 


“Fat Back,” which sticks together two 
altogether ridiculous ideas in such a 
way that diminishes them both, are 
probably the worst offenders, too 
scattershot to ever get really funny. 


GENERALLY, THE FINEST SKITS are also 


the ones with the best overall story: 
“Great Ideas,” with the group attempt- 
ing to write new skits, gets funnier as 
they bounce more and more ridicu- 
lous ideas off each other, and “Not 
Doing Anything” takes an interesting 


2] 


theatrical conceit—time jumps, that 
is—to fully hilarious effect. The stand- 
out piece, though, might be video 
montage “Film Gifts,” with each cast 
member giving a present to the family 
in the form of a short clip: here, the 
characters are fully realized, and the 
comedy is purely motivated in the 
story, resulting in something that 
doesn’t miss a single beat. 

And while the skits that hit are 
certainly more than enough to leave 
you with a good taste in your mouth, 
they emphasize the fact that the 
ones that don’t aren't so much bad 
as wasted, which seems more disap- 
pointing. 

Mostly Water is capable of some 
sharp, hilarious comedy, and when 
they can tune their narrative abili- 
ties to the frequency of their 
humour, there’s not going to be 
much down time. They’re just not 
quite there yet. w 


With Mitzi at the helm, Minsky gets 
to say ‘put me in coach’ 


& | DIRTY LAUNDRY 


= JOEL SEMCHUK 
ai dirtylaundry Qvueweekly.com 
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Dr Bueno Excellente’s working on a new 
product: LSD combined with the pill so 
you can “Take a trip without the kids.” 
Jamie-Majors Capilano is thrilled to 
death that her husband nearly killed for 
her, Laurel Canyon is organizing a 
sausage party, and since Mitzi's promo- 
tion, Minsky is now cuddling with the 
coach ... something he hasn't done since 
“Hie minors. 

That's right! Mitzi Doobie is now 
coach of the Edmonton Die-Hards, so 
she informed her husband Rollie that he 
would now be staying at home looking 
after the eventual kids while she went 


out and eamed. 

Rollie had just stumbled home after 
being stabbed. While Dr Excellente 
studied up on stab wounds, Rollie \iber- 
ally applied cocaine to the fondue fork 
sticking out of him, and then Doris 
Excellente showed up and removed it; 
she needed it for her fondue party. 

Mitzi kept the Die-Hards on a strict 
regiment of hand-fed breakfasts and 
ballet, but the Vancouver Canucks beat 
the Die-Hards easily, 3-1. Oddly, during 
the game Minsky made a date with Van- 
couver Canucks player Bud Chronicows- 
ki, and Chronicowski left the net wide 
open—apparently for Minsky, but Capi- 
lano scored. Minsky and Bud had been 
seen working out together and were 
heard sharing deep thoughts. Too bad 
the game ended with Minsky beating 
the living hell out of Chronicowski and 
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the ref. 

After the game, reporter Stubby 
Woods was at odds with himself. The 
writing was on the wall: the unsports- 
manlike conduct call against Minsky 
0.25 seconds into the game; Vancou- 
ver's multiple penalty shots; Minsky’s 
cancelled goals; the ref pushing the 
puck into the net ... was the game 
fixed? Stubby’s bigger question: did he 
even care? 

Diane figures her new coach needed 
a tongue lashing, somewhat different 
from the one she gave Chronicowski, but 
new Coach Mitzi held up quite well to 
Diane's invective. Mitzi simply informed 
Diane that if the team didn’t win, well, 
Diane would just have to invest in better 
players. 

Next week the Die-Hards face the 
Calgary Flames. w 
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any of us media types have 
given up on reviewing 
what has become an 


Edmonton tradition over the last 
seven seasons. 

What more can you say about the 
Citadel's annual production of A 
Christmas Carol, about Tom 
Wood's wonderfully textured turn as 
the quintessential grouch Scrooge 
that hasn’t been said already? 

Heading down to the theatre the 
other night, I asked myself that very 
question. But it was also tangled up 
in the stress of the kazillion things 
that still needed to get done at work 
to get the paper out, the fact that I 
hadn't yet sent off a Christmas pack- 
age to my family back east and that 
there was no way | was going to 
make it to the gym. In short, I just 
wasn't feeling it. 

But once the production began, 
once the eerie opening scene of 
Jacob Marley's funeral creeped it’s 
misty tentacles over the audience, I 
was reminded of the many aspects to 
Dickens's story that have made it 
such a classic. 

Thankfully, under Bob Baker's 
direction, the cast and crew haven't 
forgotten some of these very impor- 
tant elements. 


OFTEN, WE THINK of A Christmas Carol 
as a touchy-feely sentimental tale, 
but it is so much more. Even though 
I, like many others, could rattle off 
the key elements of the story to any- 
one who asked (Scrooge is this 
miserly dude who gets a visit from 
four different ghosts who remind him 
cf the spirit of Christmas), | am 
always taken aback by how much of 
a ghost story the tale really is. 

Set and costume designer Leslie 
Frankish, however, is in her element 
with this fact. She offers a wonderful 
sense of stage magic in every pro- 
duction she has a hand in, and this 
one is no different. Ghosts fly and 
door knockers talk, costumes light 
up and fake snow drifts down from 
the rafters. 

Tom Wood, who adapted Dick- 
ens’s tale, of course hasn't forgotten 
the eeriness of it all either. And even 
though he has been playing this role 
for years, he never fails to startle the 
audience or himself with the action 
on stage. When the ominous Ghost 


Citadel’s A Christn id 
Carol never fails to 
enthrall audiences 
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orning brew. 
{Dala|’s a wizard!” he says, talking on 
4 "One of the best conductors I've 
for. He's conscientious about what 
s need—he knows which Prince is 
ig and how the choreography differs 

for each one.” 
MWhile, Alexis Maragozis the Snow 
its at her computer in Calgary and 
an email north to Devon, where 
es are gently swirling down onto the 
Making all the cars get stuck. But the 
ews come out and fight through the 
like the toy soldiers who would soon 
fight the Mouse King and his army a 

ater, further north in Edmonton. 
[Puts so much passion and love into his 
Hg, and he’s really supportive of the 
Alexis writes. “When you are out on 
can feel how attentive he is to both 
Pans and the dancers.” 

— has only wonderful things to 
, » work with the Snow Queen, the 
‘Prince and their entourage at Alber- 


~_ ‘tusic conductor who could have 
ywhere in the world, but he chose 


pp Deae job in the world,” he says, 
n't trade it with anyone!” 
ic for The Nutcracker ballet. 


‘ “ mA a has Stopped in Vancouver on 
‘chanted Forest one day, and he 
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=| THE NUICRA 
ee | BY ALBERTA BALLET 
2 | JUBILEE AUDITORIUM, $93.25 - $84.25 


tells this story over the phone 

Tchaikovsky was in a little shop in Paris 
when he discovered the celeste, a musical 
instrument that audiences had never heard 
before. 

“It sounds so sweet and heavenly,” 
Tchaikovsky said, “and it would be perfect for 
The Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy!” 

(The Sugar Plum Fairy doesn’t look like a 
plum because she isn’t round— she’s light and 
airy and beautiful, and that’s why Tchaikovsky 
chose the celeste for her music.) 

“But, oh dear,” he thought, “I can’t tell Rim- 
sky-Korsakov or Glazinov about this! 1 must be 
the first composer ever to present music written 
for the celeste!” 

Tchaikovsky guarded his secret so carefully 
that finally, one day he was the first to present 
music created especially for the celeste 

That was over a hundred years ago, and it 
was such beautiful music that it’s very famous 
now, and so is The Nutcracker ballet. 

Peter says The Nutcracker is the first ballet 
many people ever see, and they like it so much 
that they go seeAlberta Ballet more often after 
that. 

Often children will peak into the orchestra 
pit during the intermission, Peter says, where 
they see him preparing to conduct the orches- 
tra. And this makes him happy because he 
loves seeing children at the ballet for the first 
time. Sometimes the Wizard even waves at 
them. ¥ 
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(SP) THE SUTTON PLACE HOTEL 
~ 1. EDMONTON 


A PRO CORO CHRISTMAS 


Sunday, December 17, 2006, 2 pm; Winspear Centre for Music 
Richard Sparks, conductor { 
sponsors: Snyder & Associates LLP, Melcor Developments 


MOVING THE SOUL 


Sunday, January 14, 2007, 2 pM 
Winspear Centre for Music 
Richard Sparks, conductor 


GOOD FRIDAY AT THE WINSPEAR 
Friday, April 6, 2007, 7:30 pm 3 
Winspear Centre for Music 

Richard Sparks, conductor 

Pro Coro Canada with 

Pro Coro Chamber Orchestra 

sponsor: GovernanceMatters.com 


SEASON SUBSCRIPTIONS and SINGLE TICKETS 
Winspear Centre Box Office (780) 428- 1414 Toll-free 1-800-653-5081 


Canada Council Conseil des Arts Albertay os edmonton 
i forthe Arts du Canada A) Foundation arts 
- ior the Arts Net, 


council 
€dmonton WUEWEEKLY 


DECEMBER 14 - DECEMBER 20, 2006 


DANCE 


ALBERTA BALLET-THE NUTCRACKER Jubilee Auditorium. 
11455-8? Ave (427-2750/451-8000) © Presented by Alberta 
Ballet and Ballet British Columbia, choreography by Mikko 
Nissinen, with Tehaikovsky's score ¢ Dec. 15-16 (7:30pm); Dee. 
16-17 (2pm) at TicketMaster 


“SBP ce MOVES City Hall Main Foyer (434-4386) © Free class 
of Dance Moves for all ages and abilities « Dec. 18 (7-9.30pm) 
* Donation to the Food Bank 


UKRAINIAN SHUMKA DANCERS-SNOW WHITE AND THE 
‘SEVEN GNOMES OF CHRISTMAS Citadel Shoctor Theatre 
(425-1820) * Directed by Viktor Lytvynov, composed by 
Bronyslav Paylosky, Grimm Brothers’ classic fairy tale featuring 
Edmonton's Ukrainian Shumka Dancers with the Ukraine's Kyiv 
Ballet * Until Dec. 17 © Tickets available at the Citadel 
Theatre box office 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave (482-2854) © 
SMALL WORKS—SHORTBREAD AND SHERRY: Small artworks by 
Gallery artists; until Dec. 73 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10185-106 St (488- 
6611} © Open Mon-Sat 10am-Spm (closed all hols) * OPERA 
COAT PROJECT: The grandeur, diversity and complexity of opera 
i 1 
were in wearable art coats: until Dec. 16 


(ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA 2 Sir Winston Churchill Sq (422- 
6223) © Open Tue Wed Fri 10:30am-8pm; Thu 10:30am-Spm; 
Sat-Sun 1lam-Spm © FREE FOR ALL As we count down to the 
last days in the current gallery building, we want to go out with 
2 festive bang. Free For All is a celebration of Edmonton artistic 
creativity and a chance for everyone to show-off at the AGA. 

We invite professional artists, amateur artists, emerging artists, 
has-been artists, nascent artists, Sunday artists. their mothers 
and everyone to exhibit at one of Canada’s most important ven- 
ues for contemporary art; until Dec. 31 « CONTEMPORARY 
INUIT ART: film/video/drawing; ISUMA TO HAVE AN IDEA: pres~ 
ents a survey exhibition of contemporary Inuit film and yideo by 
Iglagolik isuma Productions, Canada's first Inuit independent 
film production company, ASHOONA THIRD WAVE: features new 
work by Shuvinai Ashoona, Siassie Kenneally and Annie 
Poatoogook, Ashoona Third Wave represents a tradition cf art- 
making that spans three generations; until'Fab: 19, 2007 « FAR 
AND WIDE Alberta landscapes by David Alexander and Joho 
Hartman, until Feb. 19, 2007 « THAEE TRAVELLERS Artworks by 
Edmonton artists, Scott Berry, Louis O’Coffey and Leo Wong; 
until Feb. 19, 2007 * ART BAR: Open Dec. 14, 21, 28 (4-8pm) © 
Chlidren’s Gallery. ALPHABET SOUP incorporating illustra- 
tions by Lorna Bennet; through 2006 


‘SMISTS OPEN STUDIO 7711-85 St (986-0789) * Open: Mon- 
Fri Sam-5Spm; Sat 10am-Spm © Paintings by the Alberta Oil 
Painters group * Until Dec. 31 


ART MODE GALLERY 12270 Jasper Ave (453-1555) * AAT IN 
MINIATURE: Various artists featuring small artworks from petite 
paintings to small sculptures; unt! Dec. 24 © New artworks by 
Robert Roy and Sylvie Brunet: Dec. 14-17 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 1(1271)-1005 51 (429-9592! * Open 


"every Thu (5-8pm) # TANGLED RERECTIONS: Paintings and 
drawings by artists of the Coloured Web School of Art * New 
artworks by ArisHab Residents ¢ Until Dec. 28 
CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA (CAVA) 9103-95 
Ave (461-2427) © ~MEDIUM CELEBRATION: Artworks by 
Normand Fontaine, Claude Gameau, Herman Poulin, Marco 
Laperridre, and Giséle Grégoire; until Dec. 22 * Artworks by 
members; Dec, 21-Feb 6 

(CENTRE GALLERY Allen Gray Continuing Care Centre, 5005-28 
Ave (426-5009) * HEIGHTENED OBSERVATION: Oil paintings by 
Mary Pemberton and acrylic paintings by Allen Gray residents * 
Until Dee. 17 

COLLECTIVE CONTEMPORARY ART 1(12, 6421-112 Ave (491- 
0002} © Open Mon-Fri 12-5:30; Thu 12-8pm; Sat 10am-5:30pm; 
Sun 12-4pm © Artworks by various artists ¢ Open through to 
Dec. 23 before Christmas 


DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 St (488-4445) # Open: 
Tue-Fri 9:30-5:30pm ¢ CHRISTMAS SHOW 2006 Artworks by 
gallery artists, featuring works by Nathan Birch * Until Dec. 23 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO AND GALLERY 12413 Stony 
Plain Rd (482-1402) * Open: Tue by appointment; Wed-Fri 11am- 
5:30pm, Sat 11em-4pm. closed long weekends * COLLECTION 
2006: New artworks by various artists 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd FI, University Extension 
Centre, 8303-112 St (492-0166) # THOSE AMONG US: Paintings 
by Izabella Orrelski and Bogdan Koral-Konikowski * Until Jan. 10 


FAB GALLERY fim 1-1 Fine Arts Building, 112 St, 89 Ave (492- 
2081) * Open: Tue-Fri 10am-Spm, Sat 2-Spm © PAINTING IN 
ITALY: A VISUAL DIARY. Studies from museum artifacts and from 
‘on-location in Italy are presented unframed for critiques. 
Photographs and presentation shaw the students’ interests and 
document the locations they painted * SC/ENCE=MAGIC: \ke 
Bushman’s final visual presentation for the dearee of Master of 
Fine Arts in Printmaking; until Dec. 23 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) © Digital art- 
works by Ansgard Thompson * Until Dee. 30 


GALLERY AT MILNER-STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY Nisin 
FI, Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496-7030) * Open Mon-Fri Sam- 
Spm; Sat Sam-Gpm; Sun 1-Spm * CANADIAN CHILDREN'S BOOK 
ILLUSTRATIONS: The CANSCAIP Collection; until Dec. 30 


HARCOURT HOUSE 1025-112 St (426-4180) * Open Mon-Fri 
10am-Spm) Sat 12-4pm * COWBOYS AND INBIANS (AND 
METIS?): Paintings by David Garneau that explore the identity, 
representations, and meanings of being Métis; until Dec. 23 © 
Frost Room: * RUNNING THROUGH FLAMES, AND OTHER 
CONTEMPORARY PECULIARITIES, Paul Smith's mixed media art- 
works feature 2 trickster figure and connect to mythology and 
pop culture; until Dec. 23 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Stratticona Place, 10831 University Ave 
(433-5282) * Open: Mon-Fri Sam-4pm * CHRISTMAS SHOW 
AND SALE: Artworks by previous exhibitors featuring a variety 
of styles and mediums * Until Jan. 4 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-80 St(479-8424) Open 
Tue-Fri 9:30am-5:30pm; Sat 9:30am-4pm * CHRISTMAS AAT 
FAIR: Artworks by gallery artists as well as invited artists * 
Through December (SOUTH) 7711-85 St (465-6171) * Open 
Mon-Fri Sam-5pm; Sat 10am-Spm * CHRISTMAS ART FAIR: 
Artworks by Jim Painter, Jim Brager, Wendy Risdale. prints by 
Toti, ceramic art by Heather Goldminc, potter by Noburo Kubo * 
Through December 


LANDO GALLERY 11130-105 Ave (990-1161) « Armworks by 
Tslila Bargel, and Eric Fredine; until Dee. 22 ¢ FROZEN IN TIME. 
Photographs by Michael Levin * HORIZONS: New photographs 
by Eric Fredine « THE TREE OF LIFE: Paintings by Tslila Barzel « 
Until Dec. 22 


LATITUDE 53 GALLERY 10248-1056 St (423-5353) » FROST 
2006-DECK THE HALLS Innovative and onginal products by 
designers showing various aspects of design from the graphics 
to accessories as well as the relationship of the product to the 
user * Until Dec. 16 * Closing reception and silent auction: 
Sat, Dee. 16 (7-1 1pm) featuring DJ Shortee 


UTTLE CHURCH GALLERY Spruce Grove * CHRISTMAS IN 
THE LITTLE CHURCH: Until Dee. 23 


FIX THE YIPS 
FOREVER: 


BON APPETIT 
COOKBOOK 


worr AJ Ottewell Arts Centre, 590 Broadmogr Blvd... 
‘Sherwood * Opan Savidam-Spm *- Artworks 
by members of the Art Society of Strathcona County * Througt 
December 

MeMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St (407-7152) 
* Open Mon-Fri 10am-fpm; Sat-Sun 1-8pm * ALBERTA/WITHIN 
LIMITS: Photographs and ceramic works by the Monochrome 
Guild and Sask Terra Group * Until Jan. 14 2007 


(MCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) * Open Mon-Sat 
10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm * SECOND BIENNIAL 
EXHIBITION: Works by Parkland Potter's Guild * Until Jan. 14 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM St. Albert Place, 5 St. Anne 
Street, St. Albert (459-1528) * WITHIN GROWLING DISTANCE 
Lear about the data collection to analysis of grizzly bear 
research * Until Jan. 14, 2007 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Stollery Gallery, 
9702-111 Ave (474-7611) © Open Mon-Fri 10am-2:30pm, Tue 
6:30-8:20pm, Thu 68pm * JUST IN TIME FOR 
CHRISTMAS-PRINTS, POTTERY AND PAPER: New artworks by 
Nina Haggerty studio artists * Until Dec. 14 * Wrap it Up 
Party: Prints, Pottery and Paper; Thu, Dec. 14 (2-6pm) 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY (VANDERLEELIE GALLERY) 
10183-112 St (452-0286) ¢ Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm Thu 
10am-8pm * Group show featuring New landscapes by Gregory 
Hardy; until Dec. 14 * Abstracts on mylar by Frances Thomas 
and fantastic landscapes by Robert Wiseman; Dec 16-Jan. 14; 
Opening reception: Sat, Dec. 16 (2-4pm); artists in attendance 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Street, St Albert 
(460-4310) © Open: Tue-Sat (10am-5pm), Thu (10am-8pm) * 
PRESENCE: Artworks by members of various St. Albert arts 
‘Hroups; Dec. 7-30; opening reception; with DBA Light Up: 
December 7 {7-9pm) * ArtVentures; Dec. 16; 6-12 year-olds; 
$2/child * Drop-in: Art for the Artist at Heart: Dec. 14, Jan. 4 


PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA 8555 Roper Rd * A 
JOYFUL HARVEST. A photo exhibit from the Jewish Historical 
Society of Souther Alberta salutes the people, places and 
organizations that have defined Jewish life in southem Alberta 
since 1889 © Until Jan. 25 


REMEDY CAFE 8531-109 St (433-3096) * Artworks created by the 
‘Human Youth ¢ Dec 14 (starting 4pm) * Donations appretiated 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave (453-9100) * BOB 
THE BUILDER-PROJECT: BUILD IT: Leaming through constructive 
play; until Jan, 28, 2007 * LEGO OCEAN ADVENTURE: Create 
your own ses creatures and leam about the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration research with the logger-head 
turtle; Until Jan. 28, 2007 * /MAGES IN PLATINUM OF 
WESTERN CANADA'S NATIONAL AND PROVINCIAL PARKS: 
Photographs of Wester Canadian parks, from the Rocky 
Mountains and beyond by Allan King; until Jan. 14 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-2619) * Open Tue-Sat 
10am-Spm * CHRISTMAS TREASURES: Group show featuring 
new paintings by Vladimir Horik, Katerina Mertikas, Lynn Malin, 
Harold Feist, seulptuer by David Mitchell, pottery by Carol and 
Richard Selfridge and still life by Linda O'Neill; until Dee 23 « 
20TH ANNIVERSARY EXHIBITION: Artworks by gallery artists 
such as Doug Haynes, Vladimir Horik, Francine Gravel, Leslie 
Poole and Robert Sinclair as well as Jim Davies and Akiko 
Taniguchi; until Dee. 23 


‘STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron Street, St. Albert (460-5993) « 
Open: Thu 12-8pm; Fri 10am-6pm; Sat 10am-Spm * SMALL 
WORKS: Artworks by studio artists * Until Dec. 31 ¢ Opening 
reception: Thu, Dec. ? (6-Spm) 


URBAN ROOTS SALON AND GALLERY 1418-82 Ave behind 
Sapphires (438-7978) * Sculptures by Ritchie Velthuis, mixed 
media artworks by Stuart Ballah. paintings by Cuita and figura: 
tive works by Glenys Switer * Through December 


VAAA GALLERY 31d Fl. Harcourt House, 10215-112 St (421 
1731) © Open Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm * SPECTRUM: 
Artworks by Lundy Dale, Pam Weber, and Thaneah Krohn © 
Until Bec. 21 


WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE Lobby, 10322-83 Ave (432-7357) « 
Ast in the Lobby: Govache on paper and acrylic on canvas by 
Wilf Kozub, in conjunction with A Child's Christmas in Wales « 
Until Dee. 16, viewing one hour before curtain 


The first & only guide 
you need to solve the 
world’s worst curse. 


by HANK HANEY 


Let Tiger Woods' 
teacher help you 


$37.60 
$26.25 


by BARBARA FAIRCHILD 


1200 of the magazine's 
best-love recipes and 

a gift subscription to the 
magazine is included. 
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BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave (469-8755) * Story Slam: An 
‘opportunity for writers to share their work, explore their talents 
‘and stow off * Third Wed each month * $5{donation) * Wed, 
Dec. 20 


CASTLE ROCK PUB 570 St Albert Road * Poot's Ink. Writing 
evenings every Sunday (7-Spm) except long weekends, holidays 
‘and summer months * Dec. 10, taking a holiday break and 
returning Jan. 7, 2007 


CITY ARTS CENTRE 1043-84 Ave (493-2932) * TALES. 
monthly Storytelling Circle; Tell stories or come to listen * 
Second Fri of each month (8-10pm) * $3 (first time free) 


(COLES Southgate Mall * Book signing by Bruce Atchison, 
author of When 2 Man Loves a Rabbit (Leaming and Living With 
Bunnies) © Dec. 11 (1-5pm) 


HULBERT'S CAFE 7601-115 St * The Olive Reading Series = 
2nd Tue each month * Tue, Dec 12 (7pm) Sharon Thesen, open 
set to follow * No cover 


NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave * Music, poetry, and 
performance att open stage hosted by the Naked Eclectic 
Electric Orchestra * Every Thu (8pm) 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL 10475-80 Ave (433-2932) # Story 
Café TALES © First Thu of ea month, through to June (7-Spm) 
* $5 © Perfect Gifts: featuring storytellers Stephanie Benger, 
Bethany Ellis, and Renee Englot; Thu, Dec, 7 (7-9pm); $5 


UPPER CRUST BISTRO 10909-86 Ave * Stroll of Poets Poets’ 
Haven: Reading series is an opportunity for poetry enthusiasts to 
enjoy poetry in an intimate café setting every Mon night: through 
to Mar. (7-Spm) * $5 (door, incl. coffee, tea and poetry) + 
Featuring Geraldine Matus, Connie Lloyd, Jessica Brandt, and 
Danielle Zyp; Dec. 11 * Featuring Capri Anton, Hugh McAlary, 
Tim Cusack, and Glen Kirkland; Dec. 18 


UPPER CRUST BISTRO The Sitting Room, 10909-86 Ave (422- 
8174) waw.writersquild.ab.ca * The Writers Guild of Alberta 
presents “Twas the Member Night Before Christmas featuring 
storyteller Gail de Vos and a holiday open mic * Dec. 13 (7pm) 
© Free (WGA member\/$5 (non-member). 


VICTORIA SCHOOL Eva 0 Howard Theatre (420-1757) * CBC's 
readings from Dicken’s Christmas Carol * Mon. Dec. 11 (7pm) * 
‘$10/free (child 12 and under) available at TIX on the Square 


YOGA LOFT 10309 Whytae Ave, 2nd Fl * Geha: Sufi poetry 
(Rumi Hafez, Meera Bai, Kabir) and dance with members of the 
U of A Ethnomusicology ensembles * Sat Dec. 9 (8pm) * 
$12/$10 (adv. at the Yoga Loft) 


LIVE COMEDY 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard (459-4999) 
* Thu 8:30pm, Fri 8:30pm, Sat 8pm and 10:30pm * Jason 
Blanchard; Dec. 7-9 * David Gray: Dec. 14-16 © Leif skyving; 
Dec. 21-23; Bob Beddow; Dec. 28-30 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-170 St (483- 
5999) * Open, nightly 8pm. Fri 8pm and 10:30pm. Sat Bpm and 
10:30pm, Sun 8pm * JR Brow from Comedy Central and the 
Late Late Show, with Welby Santos, Lars Callieou, and Rick 
Bronson; Thu, Dec. 7-10 # Hit or Miss Monday's: Mon, Deo. 11 
* Altemative Comedy Night: Featuring comedy hypnotism, com- 
edy magic, comedy music, street performers and more, Tue. Dec 
12 © JR Brow from Comedy Central and the Late Late Show 
with Nigel Lawrence and Paul Brown; Dec 13-17 « Hit or Miss 
Monday's: Mon, Dec, 18 * The Merry #$%"&! Christmas Show. 
Starring Last Comic Standing’s Rich Vos, Bonnie McFarlane and 
Rob Pue. This XXX Show will turn your holiday blahs into holi- 
day HA’s; Tue, Dec. 19-Wed, Dec. 20 * Rob Pue, hit of the Just 
for Laughs festival and star of TV's Punk'd, with Andrew 
Iwaniak, Shawn Gramiak and Kelly Soloduka; Dec. 21-23 * Rob 
Pue from the TV show Punk‘. Also Lars Calligou and Sean 
Thompson; Tue, Dec. 26-30 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10238-104 St * Kokanee Comedy Battle 
hosted by Kathleen McGee featuring local and touring comics 
every Thu (9:30pm); $3 (door) * Sunday Night with dj dudeman 
The Comedy Factory Sunday Night Comedy Show with 
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THE COMPLETE 
BOOK OF SOCCER | 


by CHRIS HUNT 


This book provides a compre- 
hensive history of the game, 
player profiles and the most 
recent tournament results. 


Rattpoison; 8pm; Dec. 14, ¢¢ 

YOR YURS KOMEDY Kasane, 

* Open: Wed-Fri Bpm, Sat apm 5. 
Get Your YU, professions) ca, 
Night $10 * Auggie Sinity, 7 
Lecomber, Lachlan Patter. 
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ACHILD'S In 
1032-83 Ave (439-2545 

Thomas’ tale. The poy 
you to a magical time ano pi 
poetry, SONG. aNd delight * {jn 
matiness: 2pm) * $12.5: 


ACHRISTMAS CAROL 

Dickens, adapted by Tom w 
Featuring Tom Wood 
Dickens’ classic, A Ch 
fing Tom Wood as Ey 
available at the Citadel bax 


THE CHRISTMAS CAROL PRO,Ecy 
© Singer-songwriter mu 

Christmas Carol * Dec 

TIX on the Square 


CRIMES OF THE HEART |; 
Campus (420-1757/492-22 
Henley, directed by Kim 
the three Magrath sisters con 
after the youngest, Babe, 

Nt like his looks * Until Dec. 9 (¢ 
(12:30pm) * $8-$20 at Timi 
hour prior to performance), t1y 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre. 10 
hilarious, five, improvised 
of May * $10 (door) 


THE GERRY STEINFELD show 
8882-170 Street, WEM (494 


THE GOLDEN AGE ROCKS OW) | 
771-9804) ® By Will Mark 
the “50s and early Os + | 


OH SUSANNA! CHRISTMAS spEcia: 

10329-83 Ave * The 
Patchouli hosts the 
bration of the Yuletide Ha 
Love and the Comp: di 
door ® Sat. Dec. 16 {1 1px 


OFFENSIVE FOULS ‘ 
Winston Churchill Sq (420- 


An enpaging tiny ad : 
interracial dating, racism, violer - 
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humourous musical revue fr Prodi a 
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novel by Miniam Toew 
welfare and having 

‘Sun-Thu: $23 (advit)/$ 
(adult)/$13 
Dec. 12. Two 
YOOUMAS 2 FALALALALA-LALA LUCK OFF 
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, pa compelling gap, to 
reat thinkers attempting to 
nto the chasm, 1S the one 
en the credulous and the 
| slew of cultural material is 
“o this anxiety as it percolates 
sh our permeable worlds, run- 
e spectrum of belief and skep- 
from the Christian 
,-themed Left Behind series 
deo game to Richard Dawkins's 
t bestseller, the uncompromis- 
ied The God Delusion. 
he religious versus the secular, 
jievers, up against those who 
won't or simply don't. 
sht cultural survey of doubt sug- 
that it seems to be the province 
ntists and comedians. On the 
f faith, we have the theocratic 
e artistic. 
ile art has traditionally been 
poth the sacred and the sacred 
the post-modern cultural rela- 
that has been fashionable for 

50 years or So (yes, that's how 

d presumably tired this stance is) 
evated belief to a virtue (which 
tholic Church has beat it on by a 
millennia). Nothing's “true”; 
hing’s subjective; everything’s 
fe Which, of course, anyone who 
in truth—scientists, comedians, 
interprets as simple bunk. 
sharp elucidation of the weight 
ious forms of evidence and uses 
word “theory”, try “Wronger than 
ig." by Michael Shermer, in 
er's issue of Scientific American, 
gular Skeptic column.) 
on't like blind belief. I like to call 
into question, pose questions 
how to break that down,” 
is ke Bushman, referring to the 
of Science = Magik, his MFA 
faking grad show and the ulti- 
esull of his investigations during 
il years of earning his degree. 
2 slightly negative science 
[have a reaction against sci- 
ing seen as something that’s 
Save us. I’m also interested 
ipiritual, and how they inter- 
lersonal synthesis of the two,” 
ludes, 


ALL get behind not liking 
Tight? Except that as defined 
Iman in his artist statement 


kas | 1008028 
=, | SCIENCE = MAGIK 
BY KE BUSHMAN 
FAB GALLEY (U OFA FINEARTS BUILOING) 


matic; it is axiomatic, and there is a 
nuance between those terms that is 
deliberately not captured by the credu- 
lous. The difference is that evidence 
impacts the beliefs of the rational, 
while it does little to move the faithful. 
The myth of the “arrogant scien- 
tist’is one of the doozies of our age. 
For every Lysenko-esque scientific 
abuse of power, there are handfuls 
more Ted Haggards (virtually all of the 
big evangelical names in the US have 
been scandal-ridden). The ironies are 
varied and profuse, and the perversity 
of the whole thing is that the credu- 
lous are the only ones who believe 
that secularization is winning. 
Believing in the technological is 
simply not the same as believing in 


science. 

We are meaning-seeking creatures, 
and Bushman’s pieces exploit that. 
Looking at his large-ish square works, 
these fabulously layered textures and 
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forms created with an array of print- 
making techniques, we see worlds 
both micro and macro. They could be 
based on the smallest level, set inside 
a cell or even a quantum scale. Or 


. Client 4 


they could be the grandest structures 
of the universe 
But they are neither. Instead, Bush- 
man arrived at the forms as a decon- 
struction of loopy tags in public places 
done by urban artists, which he was 
led to through his love of abstract 
expressionism 
In his studio, he started translating 
some of the curves and lines and con- 
nections into three dimensions, and 
one of these working models is the 
showstopper: a graceful, delightful 
sculpture suspended from the ceiling 
An odd combination of light qm 
material makes it seem both alien and 
organic, and it has an iridescent aura 
like a shoal of silvery fish. Geometric 
whorls and concentric megaphones 
create a shadow play on the wall, 
suggesting a darker world beneath 
this one. You can see the whole show 
in it, each perspective a window into 
a world of belief. v 
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JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 
nce the mask is on,” a 
character tells 

S us in Riding 

Alone for Thousands of 
Miles, “it doesn’t matter 
who is behind it.” A literal THSIS0k 
mask is being referred to here, but the 
mask we're really concerned with is 
that of Gou-ichi Takata (Ken Takaku- 
Ta), the stony-faced father who jour- 
neys to China to complete a 
documentary project for his gravely ill 
son confined to a Tokyo hospital bed. 

Takata’s collar is usually turned 
up, his cap pulled down low. “I’m not 
too good with people,” he confesses. 
He doesn’t like to speak, and when 
he does he says the wrong things. 

en he desperately needs to 
express something to others, he does 
so by recording his plea on video- 
tape, which, in one of the film's more 
curious bits of social observation, 
seems to affect its listeners more 
deeply than any face-to-face state- 
ment could have. 

Not at all the sort of cinematic 
meditation the title seems to imply, 
Riding Alone for Thousands of Miles is 
a colourful road movie about conflicts 
between the instincts of the heart to 
love and communicate and the social 
barriers that restrict modern commu- 
nication to largely generalized ges- 
tures that rarely penetrate the surface. 

af Is to Say it’s mostly about men 
learning hew to open up and talk 


Director Guest’s inherent bitterness is up For Your Considerai:0 
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Christopher Guest is the only director in 
\s¥pwood who's given Catherine O'Hara 
the starring roles she so richly deserves. 
But even that fact isn’t enough to redeem 
For Your Consideration, a truly awful 
Hollywood satire on the level of Joe 
Eszterhas’ Burn Hollywood Burn! 

Guest literally seems to have poured 
every ounce of comic imagination into 
designing the characters’ hairstyles, from 
the thinning Caesar cut of Eugene Levy's 
agent to the idiotic blond fauxhawk of 
Fred Willard’s TV host. This movie is a 
disaster, at once feeble and mean-spirit- 
ed—so much so that, for the first time, 
("mm not looking forward to the next 
Christopher Guest comedy. Actually, I'm 
kind of dreading it. 

| adore Best in Show and Waiting for 
Guffman (A Mighty Wind \'m ambivalent 
about), but I've always loathed the way 
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about their feelings, especially the 


DRAMA 


they end. Both Best and Guffman deal 
with ordinary people trying to succeed in 
some neglected corner of showbiz—an 
amateur musical, a dog show. At first, the 
characters and their dreams seem laugh- 
able, but when you see how much these 
activities mean to them, it’s impossible 
not to get caught up in their preparations 
for the big show. It's an absolutely won- 
derful moment when Guest and Parker 
Posey sing “A Penny for Your Thoughts” 
in Guffman. \t's exhilarating when Eugene 
Levy steps in at the last minute and wins 
the dog show in Best. Levy and O'Hara's 
climactic duet in A Mighty Wind always 
makes me Cry. 

But that’s never the note Guest ends 
these movies on. Instead, he always 
tacks on a “three months later” coda in 
which he shows all the characters, even 
the ones who achieved some kind of 
modest glory in the rest of the film, pur- 
suing some new dream so pathetic, and 
so obviously destined to fail, all you can 
do is wince in embarrassment. Guest |it- 
erally seems to be telling the audience, 
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seemingly toughest, most remote 
men, which, in the world of this par- 
ticular movie, means Japanese guys 
and guys in jail. 


THIS TALE OF parallel estranged 
fathers and sons, of disparate urban 
and rural worlds, finds director/co- 
writer Zhang Yimou stepping back 
from the grandiose, painterly specta- 
cles of Hero and House of Flying Dag- 


“You know these people who you thought 
were So lovable? Yeah, turns out they're 
really just idiots and losers after all.” 

It's pathological the way Guest system- 
atically undercuts his characters for the 
sake of a cheap laugh, like when Harry 
Shearer's character inexplicably undergoes 
a sex-change operation at the end of A 
Mighty Wind. | really hated what he did to 
Harlan Pepper, the hound-dog breeder he 
played in Best in Show, whose quietly 
eccentric dignity made him one of the 
movie's most appealing characters—Guest 
ends the movie with Pepper performing an 
awkward ventriloquism act to a tiny crowd 
of unimpressed lodge members. Pepper's 
incompetence isn’t even funny: it’s just a 
cruel way for Guest to assert his superiority 
(and that of the audience) over him. With 
the exception of Parker Posey and Michael 
Hitchcock's hateful Yuppie couple in Best in 
Show, nobody in Guest's movies is a vil- 
lain—and yet Guest seems to feel that 
they all deserve a comeuppance anyway. 


WITH HIS NEXT FILM, perhaps Guest 


FILM 


gers to return to the sentimental neo- 
realist style of earlier films such as 
Not One Less, 

In unabashedly praising the virtues 
of community over solitude, Zhang 
Pays a rosy homage to Chinese village 
life and openly courts cliché in plot, 
dialogue and the characterization of 
his Japanese protagonist as emotion- 
ally reserved. It’s simplistic but fre- 
quently charming, excessively 


should consider making a couple of 
important changes to his approach. As 
pleasurable as it is to see people like Don 
Lake, Rebecca Theaker and Jane Lynch 
pop up in film after film, the size of 
Guest's stock company is getting increas- 
ingly unwieldy. 

Guest's desire to give all these per- 
formers their moment in the spotlight is 
understandable, but starting with A 
Mighty Wind, his movies have begun to 
feel overstuffed, sprawling, unfocused. 
And because each character gets so little 
screen time, they tend to register not as 
flesh-and-blood people but as two-dimen- 
sional “types"—or (as with Jennifer 
Coolidge and Fred Willard in For Your 
Consideration) as retreads of characters 
the actors played in previous Guest films. 
This Is Spinal Tap, the comedy classic 
that set the template for Guest's 
improv/mockumentary format, really had 
only three main characters. For Your Con- 
sideration has at least a dozen. - 

And speaking of Spina/ Tap, let me 
make a heretical suggestion: maybe it's 
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always fills me with awe when a film delves 
nto the murky waters of adoles- 
nce and gets it right. Whether Ni 
c or dramatic, some filmmak- 

are peatintied with offering up one- THS ROCKS 
sensional stereotypes like the 
ffected goth or the wholesome jock. 
joing on 15, awaiting her special day, her 
inceafiera, Magdalena (Emily Rios) is like 
ny other girls her age, occupied with boys, 
hes and her coming-out party. Daughter of a 
ican-American family living in Los Angeles, 
gs start to go awry when Magdalena figures 
why she is gaining weight. She’s pregnant. 
he only thing is, she swears that she has 
had sex with her boyfriend Emesto (Jesus 
tanos-Chima). 
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Her family, who runs a store-front church, is 
totally embarrassed by the fiasco. How can 
Magdalena wear a virginal white gown at her 
quinceanera with a belly that everybody is talk- 
ing about? 

She goes to live with the outcasts of her fami- 
ly, her great-great uncle Tomas (Chalo 
Gonzalez) and her cousin Carlos (Jesse Garcia), 
who is none too pleased about her arrival in the 
cramped apartment. 


ae 


CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 


est-Reviewed Movie of the Yea 
“SUPERB. INTELLIGENT. 


A movie that is challenging, accessible and 
hard to stop thinking about.” 
AO. Scott- Ehe New York Zimes 


“EXTRAORDINARY.” 


David Denby —- THE NEW YORKER 


“A MASTERPIECE. 


Leonard Maltin-@& 


“EVOCATIVE. 


Claudia Puig -@USATODAY 
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From a wildly popular book, 
this dragon egg is a dud 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 
ix years into the 21st century, and it 
already seems like it wouldn't 


be a holiday movie season c 


without a Middle Age-y epic fantasy 
film. Enter Eragon, based on Christo- 
pher Paolini’s recent novel. shee 

That title is the only clever part of the movie, 
suggesting both an era gone—a time when rid- 
ers and their steeds protected the land—and 
that the farm lad of the title is one letter away 
from that steed he’s meant to ride ... Eragon 
awaits his dragon. 

So maybe the producers thought that, for his 
gothic-sounding name alone, first-time director 
Stefen Fangmeier was born to helm this film. 
Nope. As soon as Fangmeier sinks his teeth into 
the plot, he cuts from set piece to set piece in a 
frenzy, spitting out chunks of unnecessary 
voiceover and dizzying F/X as he mows 
through celluloid. 

Eragon (Edward Speleers) grieves more for 
his newfound mentor Brom (Jeremy Irons) than 
the uncle who raised him. The telepathy 
between Eragon and his blue dragon, Saphira, is 
banal banter when more could be said through 
simple emoting. Battle scenes are brief, confus- 
ing and devoid of urgency or suspense. And 
rarely has a movie been so besieged by swells 
of music—apparently every character, no matter 
where they go, is being stalked by an orchestra. 


WHILE FANGMBIER’S tack of pace and style betray 


his lack of confidence, all Eragon’s got is over- 
* confidence and good looks. Speleers, a blond 
hunk-in-training, offers square-jawed defiance 
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broken by a few sad stares. The movie's 7nd 
table of screenwriters bludgeon us into submis- 
sion with bluster about how heroic our hero is 
Irons looks relieved when he can give a speech, 
as though he can pretend he’s on a proper stage 
for a moment. Malkovich, as the tyrant over on 
the Darth Side, cashes his cheque and waits for 
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Cheech escorts audience 


through the surreal life 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian @vueweekly.com 


at is it about the first few 
minutes of a 
film? The main- 


stream formula prescribes 
an audience-grabbing 
opening, often a pre-credit THSIS OK 
se@Gence that sets the ball of plot 
hurtling along ... except that, all too 
often, that rolling stone of an opener 
can end up gathering a lot of moss, 
debris and other crap as it goes. 

It's as if directors put their visual 
stamp down early on, but then the 
ink dries out. (Take the opening 
sequence of Magnolia—please, take 

- it and leave out the rest, which is 
plodding, third-rate Altman.) 

Cheech, the big-screen adaptation 
of Francois Létourneau’s 2003 play, 
starts with a flourish—in fact, on his 
first date with feature film-making, 
director Patrice Sauve offers a bou- 
quet of camera flourishes. There's 
the"St..eal overhead image of a man 
lying dead in a room carpeted with 
snow. There are quick cuts between 
a tape—a voice sweetly asks the lis- 
tener to picture being on a beach— 
and a cigarette, its ash tapped out 
into a black tray. There are wide- 
angle shots zooming in towards peo- 
ple, then closeups of the six 
connected characters—escort service 
owner Ron (Patrice Robitaille), assis- 
tant Max (Maxime Denommeée), 
Max's beloved escort worker 
Stephanie (Fanny Mallette), co-work- 
er Jenny (Anick Lemay), her 
boyfriend Olivier (Letourneau) and 
n@evibour Alexis (Maxim 
Gaudette)—as the action begins. 

But that “action” is a break-in at 
Ron's business, involving the theft of 
his photo-book of the women who 
work for him. And since it's revealed 
soon after who got whom to burgle 
the place, that suspense is broken. 
What Ron thinks—that mega-rival 
Cheech is behind it—is what matters, 
leading to ... 

Well, usually tragedy, or maybe 
tragicomedy. And perhaps the play, 
tigbter-wound on the smallness of a 
stage, offered it. But here it is misun- 
derstanding between uninteresting 
characters, with the camera trying to 
impose a sense of gravitas, Sauvé’s 
zooms become dramatic filler puffed 
up on the stale air of forced tension. 
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Why close in on a doorknes when 
we know who's coming in? Why the 
clichéd shots of characters caught in 
reflect-on-life moments? 


AS THE FILM'S early stylishness 


becomes a flashy facade, its theatri- 
cal beginnings start to look shabbier 
on the screen. Some of the coinci- 
dences are thematically purposeful, 
but others suggest claustrophobic 
contrivance, as if the only lives out 
there are stuck to this tight web of a 
story. There’s no one on the streets, 
while people's apartments are per- 
sonality-siphoned into banal back- 
drops. The often faintly comic 
characters come already mired in 
ennui, and there aren’t any layers 
beneath the gloom: Max is a desper- 
ate dope, Olivier is asad-sack guy 
who wants to get laid, while Ron isa 
seedy pimp in a mid-life crisis who 
listens to visualization tapes. The 
film doesn’t quite know whether to 
linger on depression, float in wry 
comedy, or creep into Tarantino- 
esque neo-thriller territory. 

With its garish and seamy scenes 
(a “South American” party, a scarlet- 
lit Chinese restaurant, call girls pos- 
ing for candid shots, Ron’s 
back-alley office), its flabby shots 
and not-snappy-enough dialogue, 
Cheech is often like a nasty old pair 
of leopard-print underwear, its elas- 
tic frayed and loose. 

Yet the film holds it together— 
whatever “it” is: a thriller with seri- 
ous pretensions? a drama with 
thriller ambitions?—and even bunch- 
es and twists its plot threads nice 
and tight at the end. There are nicely 
surreal moments that pop up here 
and there, too, like Olivier’s memory 
of a beach holiday as bloody water 
seeps around his feet or Ron getting 
out of his car to beat a man to death 
as his open-car-door signal chimes 
on and off, on and off. It’s just too 
bad that the whole film has a mun- 
dane ring to it. w 
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Mel Gibson's Apocaly 
of the world, but it’s still pretty bad 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweskly.com 

n its perplexingly generic recre- 
I ation of Mayan civiliza- 

tion on the cusp of 
European colonization, Mel 
Gibson's Apocalypto prac- 
tically urges you to make THIS SUCKS 
heads or tails of its reason for being. 

An emphatically grotesque action 
movie is itself no surprise to find in 
Gibson's oeuvre, nor is a movie fea- 
turing a hero who must retain faith in 
his prophesied destiny while having a 
seemingly endless string of punish- 
ments doled upon him. 

The mystery is why Gibson thought 
he needed to deposit his ass-kicking 
Jesus-type in pre-conquest Yucatan. 

Gibson invests a token prologue in 
detailing Mayan jungle life before the 
subsequent two hours of gore begins, 
but his method of having us identify 
with the characters seems to be the 
offering of a sort of Mayan American 
Pie, with knocks at a guy’s fertility and 
a practical joke that involves eating 
tapir balls. It’s a surprisingly tedious 
way to open an epic about the end of 
a civilization. 

But soon enough Apocalypto is 
overwhelmed by torment, torture and 
decapitation, not to mention lousy 
dialogue subtitled into something at 
times suspiciously akin to contempo- 
rary American vernacular. Bum lines 
run the gamut from “Our life is over! 


QUINCEANERA 


CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 


But that’s just the core plot. The film 
plays out more like an ensemble ven- 
ture, and on the periphery, questions 
about race, sexuality and gentrification 
flit about, all asking to be danced with. 


CO-WRITERS AND DIRECTORS richard 


Glatzer and Wash Westmoreland rise 
to the occasion, showing all of their 
ideas a turn on the floor. While this 
undeniably indie film is a little rough 
around the production edges, their 
characters, especially Tomas Mag- 
dalena, are wonderfully rounded. 

Rios carries a solemn introspection 
to her confused Magdalena that 
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the sequel (which the movie begs the 
audience for at the end). Robert Car- 
lyle stands out, if only because his 
character, black sorcerer Durza, has 
long, flame-red hair and a ghoulish 
face. 

The few women around are lascivi- 
ously abused and kept in thrall to 
men, from Brom’s bizarre ogling of 
the furry, Bambi-eyed Saphira—who 
will die if her master does—to Durza’s 
and the movie's vile, gazing caress of 
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to “He’s fucked.” And you're boldly 
reminded Mel’s the author here when 
a Mayan prays using the phrase “For- 
give us for our trespasses.” 


| GUESS WHAT IS supposed to matter 


here is the action, of which there's 
plenty, yet even in this regard I can’t 
say Gibson’s approach seems all that 
inspired. 

Apocalytpo's assembling of mega- 
budget with a complete absence of 
stars and use of a language that only 
a iiny fragment of the viewing public 
understands speaks to a certain fasci- 
nating audacity in Gibson's character. 

Yet the net effect of these eccentric- 
ities only serves to hinder the movie's 
bid for purely escapist violence, pro- 
posing instead something that might 
be best thought of as arthouse Rambo, 
a chase movie driven by feats of 
macho resourcefulness dressed up in 
exotic apparel. 

Actually, Apocalypto’s closest model 
might be Conan the Barbarian, only 
with sado-Christian rather than exis- 


emanates a wonderful sense that 
many young teens share—of having 
one foot in adulthood while the other 
is pulling back into childhood. 

Gonzalez, on the other hand, 
imbues his old uncle with wisdom 
and pathos that provides the emotion- 
al centre that holds both the charac- 
ters and the film together. He is the 
voice of reason and everyone in the 
neighbourhood looks up to him—from 
the immigrant Latinos to the young 
gentrifying urbanites. 

Although nobody believes Magdale- 
na’s virginal tale at first, there is still a 
magical sense to the tale as it unfolds. 
Loud and gossipy teen girls fill the 
screen with hope for the future, while 
Carlos's love affair puts a rosy hue on 
its sordid beginnings. And Tomas's flow- 


Arya (Sienna Guillory, looking like any 
other wanna-be starlet but given little 
chance to act) as she is bound and in 
pain. Watch, though, for the gay panic 
scene where Durza snarls, “The boy is 
mine,” and the film scrambles to 
reassert the hero's manliness by cut- 
ting to a topless, leather pants-wear- 
ing Speleers and the rebel king’s 
daughter eyeing each other. 

Eragon's world of fair Nordic hero 
vs evil Eastern Europeans (much of 
the film was shot in Hungary and Slo- 
vakia) is almost intriguingly compli- 
cated by the rebels, a mix of African 
royalty, Scottish henchmen and Ori- 


tential-anarchist tendencie 
hero Jaguar Paw (moony... 
Youngblood) endures ; 4 
same fate as Conan 

Of course, Conan was 
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More unsettling is the 
the film is an odd sort of apology 
colonization. The opening epigray 
Will Durant about how great ciyig 
tions must be destroyed from wif 
before they can be destroyed 
without is creepier the more yoy 
about it, carrying with it the ; 
tion that the moral crim 
quistadors shouldn't be 
demonized since the Mayans yw 
already performing acts of dehuna 
izing cruelty on themselye 

It treads a dangerous line of 
tivism that aligns itself all too clag 
with the vague, “universal” qualij 
that Gibson seems to want 
invoke. v 
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Coming in early ’07: 
THE SHINS, CLINIG, 


THE APPLES IN STEREO, 
~ THE BESNARD LAKES 


it was a very good yea 


Band of Horses 


Everything All The Time 
_Athereal, sibarireridty, and romgletely 
twineilake elnswas 01 Adequacy 


CHAD VANGAALEN 
Skelliconnection 

“Brnlifel, thematic, petticelons, revetalery, 26d 
reaeagiag.” sotemunarginn 
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THE US VERSUS JOHN LENNON 


NIGHTLY 9:00 P' 
weg hs MATINEE © 3 3:00 PM 
VISIT US ON LINE © MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


NIGHTLY 7:10 & 9:10 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 2:00 PM 
RATED 144 COARSE LANGUAGE 
VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


The Sacred Journeys Film Collection 


YATRA TRILOGY 


Produced and Directed by John Bush 


FRIDAY ..7:00 


SATURDAY A SND. 7 MONDAY 9:00 


10'S OF DHARMA RIVER & PRAJNA EARTH FOR SALE AT ALL SCREENINGS 


RIDING ALONE FOR 
THOUSANDS OF MILES. 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in ne Citadel Theatre, 9828-401 A Ave. 
For more information, call 425-9212. or log on to www.metrocinema.org 


Metro operates with the support of: 


refs) Foundation 
lp! Arts 


ednionton 
Canada Council reap 
for the Arts 


Conseil des Arts 
du Canada 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef{@vueweekly.com 
ending an unlikely trio with 
conflicting agendas 


into the war-stricken wy) 


countryside of Sierra Leone 

circa 1999, Blood Dia- 

mond wants to be botha TS HOS 
taut, mean action thriller and an 
instructive work of historical drama 
meant to draw public attention to the 
links between cutting glass and Se 
ping off hands. 

Surprisingly, it actually meets both 
challenges quite well. 

Blood Diamond is densely plotted, 
fast-paced and affecting, sometimes 
romantic, sometimes willfully didac- 
tic. Between the many bullet-ridden 
chase scenes and brutal massacres 
are allusions to the circuitry of con- 
sumerism and corruption that equates 
buying diamonds with funding blood- 
soaked African wars. These bits of 
exposition go by in a relative twinkle 
but still manage to solidly make their 
points, and it shouldn’t be considered 
a flaw that each is punctuated with 
horrifying violence. 

While in prison, Zimbabwe-born 
mercenary Danny Archer (Leonardo 
DiCaprio) learns of a whopper of a 
rock secretly buried in a nverbank by 
Mende fisherman Solomon Vandy 
(Djimon Hounsou). Once out, 
Solomon wants to be reunited with 
his family, Archer just wants cold hard 
cash—and Archer has the knowledge 
and connections to ensure both out- 
comes if the diamond is located. 


GARNEAU 


THE QUEEN 


NIGHTLY 7:00 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 1:00 PM 
‘RaTeD Pe 


VISIT US ON LINE © MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


BABEL 


NIGHTLY 9:00 PM 
SAT & SUN MATINEE 3:00 PM 
RECOMMENDED FOR CHILOREN 


ATED 144 MOATURE THERES, WOT 
VISIT US ON LINE @ MAGICLANTERNTHEATRES.CA 


PRINCESS | ‘Diamond mines an uneasy truth 


This uneasy alliance is rounded out 
by US journalist Maddy Bowen (Jen- 
nifer Connelly), who knows Archer 
has sufficient dirt on the international 
diamond smuggling industry to supply 
her with the story of a lifetime. Rest 
assured, whatever tension manages 
to bubble up between she and 
Archer—a dash of Casablanca-esque 
parrying over responsibility vs cyni- 
cism—takes a backseat to more 
urgent concerns, and Bowen proves 
to be of far more use than merely sup- 
plying tousled eye candy. 


DIRECTED BY EDWARD ZWICK (tegends 
of the Fall, The Last Samurai), the 
film’s style is straightforward and 
effective. Like Charles Leavitt's 
screenplay, it’s not particularly subtle, 
but subtlety is hardly vital to making 
this story come to life and stay alive 
for its two-hour-plus running time, 
during which the protagonists do a 
hell of a lot of running. 

In one of the forgivable deus ex 
machinas that help hold this thing 
together, the trio spends a night with 
an altruistic landowner overseeing a 
deprogramming camp for kids who've 


* lead us to God,” he tells Arc her 


NOW PAYING 
BLOOD DIAMOND 


DIRECTED BY EDWARD ZWICK 
WRITTEN BY CHARLES LEAVITT 
STARRING LEONARDO DICAPAIY 
TJIMON HOUNSOU) JENNIFER CONNELLY 
KAGISO KUYPERS 


been abducted by and received mil 
training from the rebels. He afi 
Archer talk about whether huma 


THRILLER 


beings are inherently good or bad anf 
Wind up agreeing that they're simp 
human. 

4None of us knows which path sil 


What's refreshing in Bic 
is that Archer, imbued with 
blend of ruthlessness and chamy 
DiCaprio, isn’t forced to sudde nly 
the right thing aiter a fe of lawles 
ness and isolation. Archer's malll 
action does find a sort o! rede 
but it’s basically dragged 
by the dictates of fate a! d 
plain wisdom that comes 
us in a moment of truth—the 
forces that are almost alwa) 
in finding some measu'« 
social change. ¥ 
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FILM AND VIDEO ARTS SOCIETY | 


OPTICAL PRINTING WORKSHOP 
Learn how to use fava’s most obscure and mysterious machine 
Dec, 2{st 7:00pm- 10:00pm * $55 FAVA members/S65 non-members 


VIDEO KITCHEN 
Learn the basics of video production in this 3 month course with 
video artists Eva Cclmers and Tim Folkmann. 
Jan. 21st- April 20th, Saturday Afternoons * $650 FAVA members/$735 non-members 


For more information on these and other FAVA activities, 
visit our website at www.fava.ca or call us at 429-1671. 


FAVA IS A NOT-FOR-PROFIT, ARTIST RUN RESOURCE CENTRE FOR INDEPENDENT 


P: 780.429.1671 


W: WWW.FAVA.CA 


MEDIA 
INFO® 


DECEMBER 14 - DECEMBER 20, 2006 


FILM 
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1 Stefan Fangmeiers fantasy 

a boy who discovers that he is 


er parents find out that she's 


Read Caralyn Nikodym’s 


FOR THOUSANDS OF 


Takakura, Shinbou Terajima 
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out a father who travels to 


nish the work of his dying son. 
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ELTADEL; FA, DEC 15.8 SUN, DEC 17 (9 PM 
UMON DEC 18 (7 PM y iatia 


FILM LISTINGS 


FRI, DEC 15-THU, DEC 21, 2006 


All showtimes are subject to change at any time. 
Please contact theatre for confirmation. 4 


CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 


6094 Connaught Dr, Jasper, 852-4749 
DECK THE HALLS (PG) Fri-Sat 7:00, 9:10; Sun-Thu 8:00 
DEJA VU (14A) Fri-Sat 7:00, 9:10; Sun-Thu 8:00 
Cinema 12: 3633-99 St, 463-5451 


THE DEPARTED (184, coarse language, violence) Daily 1:05, 
4:00, 7:25; Fri Sat late show 10:40. 


TRAILER PARK BOYS: THE MOVIE (184. coarse language, 
‘Substance abuse) Sat Sun 11:30; Daly 2:00, 4:10, 7:00, 9:35; 
Fri Sat late show 11:35 


JET LI'S FEARLESS (PG, violence, not recommended for 
young children) Sat Sun11;15; Dally 1:20, 4:30, 7:15, 9:40; Fri 
‘Sat late show 17:55 


MAN OF THE YEAR (PG, coarse language) Daily 4:40, 9:20; Fri 
Sat late show 11:50 


STEP UP (PG) Sat Suni0:55; Daily 1:40, 7:20 
BARNYARD (6) Sat Sunt1:10; Daily 1:25 
FLICKA (G) Sat Sun11:00; Dally 1:50, 4:25 


LET'S GO TO PRISON (144, coarse language) Sat Sun 11:25; 
Daily 2:05, 4:55, 7:40, 9:55; Fri Sat late show 11:50 


THE GUARDIAN (PG, coarsa language, not recommended for 
young chiadren) Daily 4:25, 7:35; Fri Sat late show 10:55. 

OPEN SEASON (G) Sat Sun11;00; Dally 1:10, 3:10, 5:00, 7:10, 
8:25; Fil Sat late show 11:40 Kids Kabin Fever; Dec, 21, 1:10 


LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE (144. coarse language, mature 
themes) Sat Sun 11:25; Dally 2:10, 4:35, 7:05, 9:45; Fri Sat tate 
show 12:00 


EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH (PG, coarse language) Dally 
7-20, 10:00; Fri Sat late show 12:10 


THE MARINE (144, Violence) Daily 1:45, 9:50; Fri Sat late show 
11:45 


THE ILLUSIONIST (PG, mature themes) Sat Sun 11:20; Daily 
4:05, 6:50 


THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA (PG) Sat Sun 11:05; Daily 1:25, 
4:00, 6:55, 9:20; Fri Sat late show 11:45 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN:DEAD MAN'S CHEST (PG. 
frightening scenes, not recommended for young children) Daly 
1:20, 420, 7-30: Fri Sat late show 10:50 


Movies 12: 130 Ave 50 St, 472-9779 


THE DEPARTED (184. coarse lanquags, violence) Dally 12:45, 
3:45, 645, 9:45 


TRAILER PARK BOYS: THE MOVIE (154, cocrss language 
Substance abuse) Sal Sun 11:25; Daily 1:55, 4:45, 7:35, 10:00 
Fri Sat late show 12:10 


JET LI'S FEARLESS (PG, violence, not recommended for 
young ctilkiren) Sat Sun 11:15; Daly 1:45, 4:45, 7:10, 9:25; Fri 
Sat late show 11:49 


MAN OF THE YEAR (PG, ooarss (snquage) Sat Sun 11:05, 
Dally 1:35, 4:30, 7:00, 9:35; Fri Sat late show 11:55 


STEP UP (PG) Sat Sun 11:10; Daly 1:40, 4:25, 6:55, 9:20; Fri 
‘Sat late show 11:45 


BARNYARD (G) Sat Sun 11:30; Daly 1:50 
FLICKA (G) Sat Sun 11:00; Dally 1:05, 3.05 


LET'S GO TO PRISON (14A, coarse language) Sat Sun 11:05; 
Daily 1:30, 4:20, 7:25, 9:40; Fri Sat late show 11:50 


THE GUARDIAN (PG, coarse language, not recommended for 
young chudren) Daly 1:05, 3:50, 6:40, 9:30 


OPEN SEASON (G) Sat Sun 11:20; Dally 1:10, 3:10, 5:05, 
7:05, 9:10; Fri Sat lata show 11:15 Kids Kabin Fever: Dec. 21, 
110 


THE GRUDGE 2 (144. frightening scenes) Dally 4:40, 9:45; Fri 
Sal late show 11:55 


EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH (PG, coerse language) Sat Sun 
11:95; Daly 2:00, 7:15 : 


‘THE MARINE (144, violence) Daily 5°10, 7:40, 9:55; Fri Sat late 
show 12:00 


THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA (PG) Dally 4:35, 7:20, 9:50; Fri 
Sat late show 12:05 


PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN:DEAD MAN'S CHEST (PG, 
frightening scenes, nol recommended for young children) Deity 
1,00, 4:15, 7-30; Fri Sat late show 10:40 


CITY CENTRE 9 
1000-102 Ave 421-7020 


BLOOD DIAMOND (144. violence, disturbing content) Daly 
1210, 3:25, 635, 9:45 


‘THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS (PG) Dally 12:15, 3:10, 7-10, 
10:00 


CASINO ROYALE (14A, violence) Dally 12:00, 3:15, 6:30, 9:40 
CHARLOTTE'S WEB (G) Dally 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:30 


DEJA VU (14A) Fri-Sun Tus 12:40, 3:45, 6:50, 10:05; Mon. 
1240, 3:45. 10:05 


HAPPY FEET (G) Daily 12:50, 2:50 
‘STRANGER THAN FICTION (PG) Daily 6:25, 9:15 
THE NATIVITY STORY (PG) Daily 1:20, 4:20 


BORAT (144, coarse language, sexual content, crude content, 
Not recommended for chiciran) Dally 7:25, 10:10 


THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommended for young children) Daily 
12:35, 3:40, 6:40, 9:55 


APOCALYPTO (144, gory scenes, brutal Violence) Daily 12:25, 
3:95, 6:45, 9:50 


ROCKY BALBOA (°G) Woo-Thu 1:10, 4:25.7:20, 10-05 


BLOOD DIAMOND (14, Viclenos, disturbing content) Daly 
12:10, 3.26, 6:35, 9:45 


BA Tt Or BAER 52) Daly 12:15, 3:10, 7:10, 


CASINO ROYALE (14A, violence) Dally 12:00, 3:15, 6:30, 9:40 
CHARLOTTE'S WEB (G) Daily 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:30 


DEJA VU (144) Fri-Sun Tus 12:40, 3:45, 6:50, 10:05; Mon 
12:40, 3:45, 10:05 


HAPPY FEET (G) Dally 12:50, 3:50 
STRANGER THAN FICTION (PG) Dally 625, 9:15 
THE NATIVITY STORY (PG) Dally 1:20, 4:20 


BORAT (14A, coarse language, sexual content, crude content, 
not recommended for children) Daily 7:25, 10:10 


THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommended for young children) Datly 
12:35, 3:40, 6:40, 9:55 


APOCALYPTO (14A. gory scenes, brutal Violence) Daly 1225, 
3:35, 6:45, 9:50 


ROCKY BALBOA (PG) Wed-Thu 1:10, 4:25, 7.20, 10:05 
GALAXY CINEMAS-SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS (PG, no passas) Fri 4:20, 
7:15, 10:10; Sat-Sun 12:40, 4:20, 7:15, 10:10; Mon-Thu 7:15, 
10:10 


CHARLOTTE'S WEB (3, no passes) Fri 3:20, 6:20, 9:15; Sat 
‘Sun 12:20, 2:45, 5:10, 7:30, 9:50; Mon-Thu 6:20, 8:15 


ERAGON (PG. violence, not recommended for young children, 
NO passes) Fri 4:10, 7:10, 9:45; Sat-Sun 1:90, 4:10, 7:10, 9:45; 
Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:45 


BLOOD DIAMOND (14A. violence, disturbing content) Fri 3°50, 
7,00, 9:55; Sat-Sun 12:50, 3:50, 7:00, 9:55; Mon-Thu 7:00, 
9:55 


THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommended for young children) Fri 
3:45, 6:50, 9:50: Sat-Sun 12:35, 3:45, 650, 9:50; Mon-Thu 
650, 950 


UNACCOMPANIED MINORS (G) Fri 3:25, 7:05; Sat-Sun 
12:45, 3:25, 7:05; Mon-Thu 7:05, 


APOCALYPTO (144, gory scenes, bral Violence) Fri 3:35 
6°55, 10:15; Sat-Sun 12-25, 3:35. 6:55, 10:15; Mon-Thu 6:55, 
10.15 


THE NATIVITY STORY (PG) Daty 9:40 
DEJA VU (144) Fr 3:15, 6:20, 10:05; Sat 12:90, 3:15, 6:20 
10:05; Sun 12:30, 3:15, 10:05; Mon-Ths 620, 10:05 


CASINO ROYALE (144, violence} Fri 3:20, 645. 10:00; Sat 
Sun 12:15, 3:30, 645, 10:00; Mon-Thu 6:45, 10:00 


HAPPY FEET (G) Fri 2:55, 6:30, 5:0; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:55, 6:20 
9:30; Mon-Thu 6:30, 9:30 


WWE: ARMAGEDDON (Classification: not available) Sun 6:00 


8712-109 St, 433-0725 
THE QUEEN (PG) Dally 7:00; Sat-Sun 1:00 


BABEL (144. mature themes, not recommended for chicren) 
Dally 9:00; Sat-Sun 3.00 


GATEWAY 8 
‘2250 Caloary Trail, 436-6977 


THE FOUNTAIN (144) Fri Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:15; Sat-Sun 1:30, 
4:00, 6:40, 9:45 


BAABUL (PG) Fri Mon-Thu 6:30, & 45; Sat-Sun 3:30, 6:30, 5.45 


FLUSHED AWAY (G) Fri Mon-Thu 7:10; Sat-Sun 1:15, 3:15, 
7:10 


‘SAW Ill (184, gory scanes, brutal violenos) Dally 9°10 


KABUL EXPRESS (STO) Fri Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:15; Sat-Sun 
1,00, 3:45, 7:00, 9:15 


NATIONAL LAMPOON'S VAN WILDER: THE RISE OF TAS 
(144, sexual content, crude content) Fri Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:35; 
Sat-Sun 1:50, 4:15, 7:15, 9:35 


TENACIOUS D IN: THE PICK OF DESTINY (1114, crue sex 
al language, substianes abuse) Fri Mon-Thu 720, 9:40; Sat-Sun 
4:40, 4:10, 7:20, 9:40 


THE PRESTIGE (14A) Fri Mon-Thu 6:35, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:05, 
3:40, 6:35, 9:20 


THE QUEEN (PG) Fri Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:25; Sat-Sun 1:20, 3:50, 
6:50, 9:25 


GRANDIN THEATRE 
Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. Albert. 
458-9822 
ERAGON (PG, not recommended for young children, violence} 
Dally 1:15, 3:20, 5:20. 720, 9:15 


UNACCOMPANIED MINORS (G) Dally 1:20, 3:10, 5:05, 6:55, 
840 


(CHARLOTTES WEB (G) Dally 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 7:00, 9:00 
HAPPY FEET (G) Dally 1:25, 3.45, 6.45, 855 


THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommended for young chidren) Oaly 
12:55, 3:30, 6:05, 845 


4782-50 St. Leduc, 986-2728 


UNACCOMPANIED MINORS (3) Daly 7:10, 9.15; Sat-Sun 
1:103:25 


ERAGON (PG, violence, not recommended for young chikiren) 
Daly 6:55, 9:25; Sat-Sun 1:10, 3:35 


THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommandad for young children) Day 


FILM 


7,00, 9:35; Sat-Sun 1:10, 335 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS (PG) Dally 7:05, 9:30: Sat Suni 
1:00, 3:30 


MAGIC LANTERN CINEMA-CAMROSE 


Camrose, 780-608-2144 
CHARLOTTE'S WEB (6) Daly 7:10, 9:05; Sat, Sun. Tue 210 


ERAGON (PG, violenos, not recommended for young chidren) 
Dally 7:06, 9:00; Sat, Sun, Tus 2:05 


PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS (PG) Daly 6:55 9:10; Sat, Sun, Tue 
155 


THE HOLIDAY (7G. not recommenced for young children) Daily 
6:50 9:15, Sat, Sun, Tue 1:50. 


HAPPY FEET (G) Dally 7:00; Sat, Sun, Tue 200 
UNACCOMPANIED MINORS (G) Daly 920 


MAGIC LANTERN CINEMA-SPRUCE GROVE 
205 Main St, Sonuce Grove 972-2332 
CHARLOTTE'S WEB (G) Day 7:00, 9:00; Sat Sun 1:00, 3:00 


9628-1014 Ave, Citadel Theatre, 425-9212 
VAJRA SKY OVER TIBET (STC) Fri 7:00 Mon 9:00 


DHARMA RIVER: JOURNEY OF A THOUSAND BUDDHAS 
STC) Sat 9:00 


PRAJNA EARTH: JOURNEY INTO SACRED NATURE (STC) 
Sun 7:00, 


RIDING ALONE FOR THOUSANDS OF MILES (PG) Sat Mon. 
7-00; Fri Sun 9:00 


NEW WEST MALL 8 
8882-170 St 444-1829 


TRAILER PARK BOYS: THE MOVIE (18A, coarse lenguage, 
substance abuse) Fri 2:50, 6:20, 9:15; Sat-Sun 1:10, 3:50, 6:30, 
9:15; Mon-Thu 6:30, 9:15 


CHEECH (144 nudity, coarse language, subtitled) Daty 3:50 


FLICKA (G) Fi 4:20, 7.20; Sat-Sun 1:40, 4:20, 7.20; Mon-Thu 


7:20 


RUNNING WITH SCISSORS (144 mature theme, o 
@uag¢) Fri 4:00, 6:45, 
Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:55 


LET'S GO TO PRISON 
9:30; Sat-Sun 1:50, 4 


OPEN SEASON (G) Fri 4.90. 7.00, 92 
7.00, 220; Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:26 


THE ILLUSIONIST (PG, mature ther 
20, 4:10, 6°50, 9:45: Mer 


Sa-Su 


se langusgel Fri 4:1 
0, 10-00, Mon-Thu 7:10, 


EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH (PG. 


7:10, 10:00: S 


10:00 


Sun 1:30, 4 


THE GUARDIAN (PG, coarse language. not recommended for 
young children) Fri 3:45, 6:40, 9.40; Sat-Sun 1:00, 2:45, 6:40. 
9:40; Mon-Thu 6:40, 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 
14231 197th Avenue, 780-732-2223 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS (PG. no passes) Dally 1.40, 
4:40, 7:40, 10.20 


CHARLOTTE'S WES (G. no passes) 


725, 945 


ERAGON (PG, viclence, not recommended for young chidren, 
no passes) Dally 12:30 3,00, 5:30, 7.50, 10:30 


THE HOLIDAY (PG, not recommended for young children) Daily 
1:00, 4:09, 7:00, 10:05 


APOCALYPTO (14. gory scenes, Orutal violeno 
3:40, 6:45, 250 


BLOOD DIAMOND (144, Violence. disturbing content) Fri-Mor 
Wed-Thu 12:40, 3:50, 7-10, 10:15; Tus 3:50, 7:10, 10:15 


UNACCOMPANIED MINORS (Gj Fri Sun-Thu 12:00, 2:10, 
4°30, 6:50, 9:10; Sat 12:00, 2:10, 430, 9:40 


THE NATIVITY STORY (PG) Fri-Tue Thu 12:45, 5:30, 6:40. 
9:00; Wed 12:45, 3:30, 920 


DECK THE HALLS (PG) Fr-Tua 1:20, 4:15 


DEJA VU (14) Fri-Sun Tue-Thu 1:30, 4:20, 7:15, 10:10; Mon 
1:30, 10:10 


7:20, 9:40, 10:35; Mon-Tus 12:50, 4:10, 6 
Thu 12:50, 4:10, 800 


HAPPY FEET (G) Daily 11:55, 2:20, 5:00, 7:30, 10:00 
STRANGER THAN FICTION 


BORAT (14A, coarse lanquags, sea.el content, crude content 
Not recommendad for chikiren} Fii-Sat Mon-Thu 1:10, 3:10, 
+ §:20, 8:00, 10:40; Sun 1:10, 3:10, 1040 


THE SANTA CLAUSE 3: THE ESCAPE CLAUSE (G} Dally 
12:15, 2:40, 5:10, 7:45 


WE ARE MARSHALL (PG, no passes, sneak preview) Sat 7:00 
WWE: ARMAGEDDON (Classification not avaliable} Sun 6:00 
ROCKY BALBOA (PG) Wed-Thu 12:25, 250, 5:15, 7 


10S97-82 Ave, 433-0725 


MANUFACTURED LANDSCAPES (G} Daily 7.00; Sat-Sun 
1:00 


THE U.S, VERSUS JOHN LENNON (PG, violence) Daily 9:00; 
Sat-Sun 300 


(QUINCEANERA (144, coarse language) Daly 7:20, 9:10; Sat 
Sun 2:00 


45, 1025 


CASINO ROYALE (144. violence, Digital) Daly 12-2 
650, 10:15 


CHARLOTTE'S WEB (G. no passes. Digitsl) Daly 1220, 240, 
5:00, 720, 9:45 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS (PG, no passes, Digtal) Daily 
12:55, 3:45, 6:40, S55 


HAPPY FEET: THE (MAX EXPERIENCE (G, Diata!. (MAX) Fri 
Sun 11:30, 2:00, 4°30, 7:00, 920; Mon-Thu 2:00, 4:30, 7-00 
930 


BORAT (14A, coarse lenquage, sexual content, crude o 
Not recommended for crildren, Digital) Daly 1:05, 3:10, 5:1 
725, 9:40 


APOCALYPTO (1 4A. gory scenes, brutal violence, Digital) 
Sat Mon-Thu 12:50, 3:45, 7:10, 1020; Sun 12:50, 230, 6: 
1020 


THE HOLIDAY (PG_ not recommended for young chicren, 
Digital) Daily 12:35, 3:50, 7:10, 10:05 


BLOOD DIAMOND (144. violence, disturbing content 
Daly 12:45, 3:55, 7:10, 1029 


HAPPY FEET (G, Digta) Fr-fue Thu 1 
Wed 1:10. 3:40, 9:15 


Data 


THE NATIVITY STORY (PG, Digital) Fri-Sat Mon-Tue 12:30 
4:05, 6:45, 9:50; Sun 12:20, 9:50 


DEJA VU (14A_ Digital) 


siication net evade, Dit PR n 


ROCKY BALBOA (PG, Digts) Wed-Thu 1290, 3:35. 7:00. | 


100 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 


1525-99 St. 496-8585 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS (PG. no passe 
420, 7:20 


10:10 


ERAGON (FX 


CHARLOTTE'S WEB (G. asses) Daly 1245 4 : 


THE HOLIDAY (PG, no mmended for young chlicrer 


APOCALYPTO (144, gory scenes, brutal viciene 
3:50, 7-10, 1020 


BLOOD DIAMOND (144. viclence, disturbing content) Da 
1230, 3:40, 7:15, 10-30 


UNACCOMPANIED MINORS (5) Fr 


5:10, 7:30, 9:40; Sat 12:40, 2.00, 2:40 


Sun-Thu 12:40, 3K 


THE NATIVITY STORY (PG) Fr 


320 


BOBBY (14A) Daity 10:30 
DEJA VU (1 


10:40 


sclence} Daly 


THE SANTA CLAUSE 3 THE ESCAPE CLAUSE ey 


1:00, 3:15, 5:49, 8:00 

DHOOM 2 (PG, violence 
WE ARE MARSHALL (PG, rx 
WWE: ARMAGEDDON (G 
ROCKY BALBOA (PG) Wed-Thu 2: 


THE HOLIDAY (PG. 
Mon-Thu 6:50, 4 


UNACCOMPANIED MINORS (G) Fri Mon-Thu 7:10 
4:15, 3:50, 710 


THE NATIVITY STORY (PG) Daily 


| __WETASKIWIN CINEMAS 


(1) 780-352-3922 
UNACCOMPANIED MINORS (G) Daity 7:10, 2:15; SstS.n 
> 


110325 


10,335 


7,00, 2:35; Sat 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS (PG) Daly 7:05, 9:90; Sat Sun 
1:00, 330 
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B4MD snaps and 
crackles against 


commercial pop 


MIKE GARTH / michael@yueweekly.com 
rom the title alone, B4¢MD: 
Before the Music 


Dies suggests the Ni 


bleak notion of a well- 
THIS ROCKS 


known fact: popular 
American music isn't 

worth the time of day to anyone who 
takes music seriously. 

This documentary, however, does 
an impressive job of relying not on 
the Ashlee Simpson/ProTools side of 
the industry to teil their story, but on 
the words of true musicians, produc- 
ers and fans within the scene. 

Filmmakers Andrew Shapter and 
Joel Rasmussen each recently lost a 
musically talented sibling prior to the 
making of the film, providing a truly 
personal drive that shows through in 
their detail. 

Based in Austin, Texas, the pair 
roamed the US for two years, gaug- 
ing people's response when asked 
about the current state of American 
music. A greatly entertaining seg- 
ment (that could make for a sperate 
film all together) puts things in per- 
spective by turning a beautiful young 
model with no, I repeat, no previous 
singing experience into a pop star 
overnight—literally. Their hypotheti- 
cal accomplishment is guaranteed to 
send a chill down your spine. 

Forrest Whittaker's narration is 
scarce, letting the insightful views 
of Erykah Badu, Branford Marsalis 
and ?uestlove, among many others, 
be heard in their necessary depth. 
With iconic quotes from the likes of 
Dylan and Coltrane used to begin 
each section of the documentary, 
thtsfilm gives the interviewees 
equal prominence, such as Badu 
when she speaks of the popular 
m of days gone by. One could 
be as "ugly as a muthafucka," and 
still have a successful music career, 
she states 


THU, DEC 14 (8PM) 
B4MD: 


BEFORE THE MUSIC DIES 
DIRECTED BY ANDREW SHAPTER 

WRITTEN BY SHAPTER, JOEL RASMUSSEN 
INTERVIEWS & PERFORMANCES BY ERAN 
BADU, CALICO, DOYLE BRAMHAL I MANY 


OTHERS 
METRO CINEMA, DONATIONS 10 FOOD BANK 


MUSIC DOC 


Immensely talented, though physi- 
cally challenged artists like Ray 
Charles and Stevie Wonder, as 
Marsalis adds, simply wouldn't have 
a chance in the music industry had 
they emerged today 


THE INFLUENTIAL FORCES of radio and 


the internet are explored, and a case 
study of rock guitarist Doyle 
Bramhall Il only furthers the growing 
sense of frustration when shining 
talent gets dumped by the major 
labels for the sake of commerce. 

The film is ultimately encouraging, 
however, and doesn't let mainstream 
music's superficiality take the spot- 
light. Given its relatively short run- 
ning time, the filmmakers do an 
excellent job of covering many 
aspects of American music, all the 
while showing no signs of letting up 
on the potential for the general pub- 
lic to make the distinction between 
music and pop culture. 

"[Music's] brutal honesty pierces 
the walls of our impersonal world,” 
is one of many noteworthy quotes 
from Branford Marsalis. 

This will no doubt ring true for 
anyone who enjoys the pure 
escapism of listening to quality 
music, no matter what the time peri- 
od or genre. For those who produce, 
distribute and, lo and behold, actual- 
ly play the music, this stands as a 
serious wake-up call that should not 
be missed. vw 


Coheed and Cambria’s show 
moves to the beat of a differ 
drummer ... and bassist 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 


aybe your opinion of 
humanity is vastly different 
from my own, but I can’t 


picture anyone predicting that a 
prog-metal/emo band who record 
nothing but concept albums—well, a 
concept cycle, really, with each indi- 
vidual album another part of the as- 
yet unfinished whole—would grow 
beyond anything other than a cult 
following as small and bizarre as 
Earthdawn role-players. 

So it must come as an extra kick 
when, at the height of a success that 
has them rocking arenas and occu- 
pying MTV's charts, Coheed and 
Cambria found out their rhythm 
section was toodle-ooing; fans of the 
band obviously have particular 
tastes, so surely the departure of 
bassist Michael Todd and drummer 
Josh Eppard would cause more con- 
sternation than is normal when a 
band loses a member. 

Not so, according to 
guitarist/backup vocalist Travis 
Stever—in fact, according to him, 
the half-break up might just be the 


Li | FAL DEC 15(7 PM 
= JINGLEBELL ROCK 
= =] 


COHEED AND CAMBRIA 
2 | WITH ATREY FAL OF AO, TEN SECOND EPC 
SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE $3850 


thing that he and frontman Claudio 
Sanchez need to revitalize a band 
that’s been going at it for well over a 
decade now. 

“There isn’t a fear; it’s more of a 
kind of nervous excitement,” 
explains Stever over the phone from 
his home in New York, where the 
band is training new recruits Matt 
Williams and Chris Pennie (formerly 
of Dillinger Escape Plan) for their 
upcoming Jingle Bell Rock show. 

"I think the overall feeling 
between Claudio and me was that 
we had been working so hard for so 
long to get to where we are, and we 
needed to finish what we started. 
Plus it’s exciting to get a chance to 
hear what someone else brings to 
the table and see how they're going 
to leave their mark on the identity 
we've already established.” 


REBEKAH HIGGS / 66 a. 
THE SWIFIYS / 67 
LONG WAY DOWN / 73 Lig 


CN 
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fairly quickly, as th 
working on a follow-. 
arguably thei 
mouthful, Goo 
Star IV, Volume O 
through the Eyes of Madi 

For Stever, reall) 
tions are essentially | ist amg 
eral example of whai ‘ne om 
been doing on each album 
somewhere new and ‘ry! 
thing different 

"ve never listene¢ 
stuff, mostly bec ase | f 
eager to just gel on i 
thing,” Stever explains, 2° 
encompassing new 7 
definition moving on '0* 
new. 
"There's really " 
on what you've alt a) 
don't want to do tt 
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MUSIC 


NLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

he past two months have been exciting 
‘imes for Edmenton music fans of a cer- 
‘ain vintage. In November, the Brewtals 
ithe torch to the new leaders of Edmon- 
erage rock scene with a couple of awe- 
nion shows, while this Sunday (Dec 17) 
fanklins will reunite to remind Edmonto- 
jist how much they have missed the 
wombie punk madness. 

 Segan at Harry Ainley High School as a 


Hoe down to interview members of the 
oP 1S not exactly the easiest task in the 
however. Not only are they busy with var- 
W oands, but they are also extremely hes- 
; brag about their place within the scene. 
gh a times it was difficult, bassist Kenny 
m, lead Suitarist Tyler Skidmarks, drummer 
d 2uitarist/vocalist Jonny O eventually 
4 to tell me about how the band began, 
Nded and what the Franklins brought to 

: S Music community. 
. basically like Starting a band and 
‘ ee Play instruments at the same 
thea ? explains. “We played staple high- 

he bs y metal covers.” 
fing ne however, the band had trou- 
Rito ol ae who would be committed 
hard y the type of punishing thrash 
was known for. Eventually, at an 


SUN, DEC 17 (6:30 PM) 


THE FRANKLINS 

WITH WEDNESDAY NIGHT HEROES, LET'S ANCE, THRASHTIC 
FBROSI THE SCAM 

NEW CITY S10 (ALL AES) 


out-of-town show, the Franklins met a 13-year- 
old kid named Snarf who proved to be just the 
committed character the band was looking for. 

“T put on a show in my hometown of Bon 
Accord, and I'd asked these guys to play,” Snarf 
explains. “They'd always had trouble with drum- 
mers, and I really liked them, so basically I 
begged them to be in the band. Since | lived in 
Bon Accord, my mom promised me she'd give 
me rides into Edmonton for practices.” 


AT THIS POINT the band really took off, playing 
more and higher profile shows, eventually 
releasing an EP entitled Let's Get Dead and a self- 
titled full-length on Edmonton's Reluctant 
Records. The band also developed its reputation 
for craziness and spontaneity, including the 
zombie makeup, wild stage shows and cos- 
tumes. The wildest shenanigans often happened 
after their shows, however, usually under the 
influence of alcohol. 

“This one time in Penfold, we were all really 
messed up and running down this hallway 
cheering,” Seldom explains. “Tyler jumped out 
from behind a corner and sprayed us all with a 
fire extinguisher.” 

“| emptied the whole thing,” Skidmarks proud- 


PREVUE 


ly exclaims. ’ 

“No one could breathe. We all had to get out,” 
Seldom finishes. 

All good things eventually come to an end, 
however, and by 2004 the band abruptly called 
it quits. Though the members tried to feed me a 
half-baked story about their lead guitarist’s 
diarrhea, which they claimed hospitalized him 
for a year, the truth about their breakup is 
much more pedestrian. 

“We weren't really writing songs anymore,” 
Snarf laments. 

“Our creative output didn’t keep pace with us 
playing shows,” Jonny O explains. “After a while, 
you don’t wanna keep playing the same 10 songs.” 

The decision to reunite came about after 
Snarf’s mom, the woman who was instrumental 
in making sure the members of the band could 
even be in the same city at the same time, made 
him some DVDs of Franklins’ performances for 
his birthday. The band gathered to watch the 
shows together and apparently got to talking. 

“We watched those DVDs ... " Jonny O begins. 

“ and we decided to rock!” Seldom finishes. 

The Franklins appear to have no idea whether 
the reunion is just for this show or not, saying 
simply that they'll see what the crowd's reaction 
is like and make sure they haven't grown to hate 
each other during the break they took before 
making a decision. 

“{t’s not like [playing this music) is difficult,” 
Skidmarks explains. 

“Besides, how do you kill the undead?” Sel- 


or One night, it’s return of the living dead 
ONTON ZOMBIE PUNKERS THE FRANKLINS ARE REUNITED (FOR A SHOW) AND IT FEELS SO GOOD) - 


dom asks. 

“Never say never," Snarf says. “If people really 
like it and want another one well ... | mean, 
we've had a lot of fun jamming.” 


WHETHER OR NOT another Franklins show is on 


the horizon, the band is looking forward to this 
Sunday, especially because it'll be an all-ages 
show. As Snarf explains, the band had a particu- 
lar fondness for all-ages gigs because they 
always became the exact environment in which 
the Franklins could thrive: a madhouse 

“we'd play on the floor and kids would dance 
and fall into my drum kit all show,” he says 
“They were the funnest ones.” 

Though Seldom jokes that the Franklins have 
signed a “no shenanigans contract,” by the end 
of the interview, the band was already discussing 
wild new ideas. You'll have to go to the show to 
see what they've cooked up, however, as | was 
informed that the ideas were off the record 

“All this is O-T-R, B-T-W,” Snarf spelled out 
for me. 

One final positive of this reunion show is that 
the Franklins will go out in a more positive way 
than they did back in 2004. With Snarf busy else- 
where, the band enlisted Darren Chewka of the 
Frosted Tips to fill in. Though Chewka was ®vi- 
ously competent, it just wasn’t the same thing 

“We're leaving on a high note this time,” Skid- 
marks says 

“Naw,” disagrees Seldom. “We're leaving on a 
brown note. Like always.” 
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PREVUE / WED, DEC 20 / CORDOBA 
/ BLACK DOG, FREE tf you're looking 


to shed a few pounds before slipping 


sonic 102.5 
PRESENT THE S 


ON PROUDLY 
ANNUAL 


BUY YOUR ae % 


Hy} 
CHARGE-BY- 


MEGATUNES BLAC 


into that glamorous cocktail dress, 
than come on down to the Ho Ho Ho 
Down at the Black Dog, where the 
high-energy, foot-stomping, rye-swill- 
ing local boys of Cordoba will deliver 
songs about the things they know 
best—girls, poker and drinking—to 
the inebriated barflies and cowboy 
hat-clad crowd. The trio, who are 
less about tear-in-their-beer country 
ballads and more about dirt-kicking 
throwdowns, really knows how to 
speed up the tempo and force even 
the laziest bore out onto the dance 
floor. “Cordoba is the greatest experi- 
ence of my short life!” says new 
drummer Scott Lingley. “Be careful 
not to blink or you might Miss @ song. 
We play fucking fast.” All evidence 
suggests that this will be a hoe-rific, » 
redneck party! —TARA ZUROWSKI / 
tara@vueweekly.com 


ticketmaster.ce 


TARA ZUROWSKI / tara@vueweekly.com 
ast-rising folktronica master 
Prsecctan Higgs is an artist who 
understands the concept of 
musical roots, and yet she is more 
than willing to branch out from her 
origins. 
“I call my debut [self titled] album 
folk-electronic,” shares Higgs. “Which 
is, it's got folk roots throughout the 


whole album, but is also very infiltrat- “When | got ou 
ed with new music, electronic sounds Higgs continues, “i 
and different layering and vocal would have to 


effects. 

“Lyrically, I definitely draw from 
life’s situations and politics—what’s 
going on in the world,” Higgs goes on. 
“Poverty, substances and anything 
else. ‘Parables,’ well, I call it my 
‘George Bush’ song. It’s about how 
politicians can use the media to their 
advantage to sort of get people to act 
on their behalf, so it's about how 
Americans convinced Americans that 
it was a good idea to go to war, ina 
very inadvertent way, very round- 
about way." 


HIGGS EXPLAINS that her desire to 
push the boundaries of music is a nat- 
ural step for her. The 25-year-old Hal- 
ifax native grew up in a family that 
she calls semi-artistic, but admits that 
even within that setting she was the 
weird one. 

“I'm this uncontrollable artist,” she 
says. “I don’t think my family knows 


: what to do with me. Both my parents “You'll get a little 7 a ug 
l a Ie have an innate artist in them. My _ performance becaust she extl 
fexops Curistie Lites MLALSTAR WUEWEEKLY mom is a real free spirit, and my dad _ hide behind the guys nd del 

is very creative. He's a risk taker and I “y still 1 


think that that's where I tend to be 
more creative and risky with my 


Halifax songwriter 
concocts a weird brew 
of folk and electronica 


kes | WED DEC OGPN) 
= | REBEKAH HIGGS 
ee | 


WITH BROCK SKYWALKER 
HEARTBEATS, KAIS OE 
SIDETRACK CAFE $7 


music because of his i 
life. And then the fr 
eller, I think, comes fi 


fully if | wanted to d 
writing, recording 
all kinds of things v 

“I think that whal 
university as an act 
fited me as far as Slag 
understand what it is ‘0 captival 
audience,” she continu | 
of the theatrical theor! 
practice, especially i 
because honesty 
what attracts peop! 
be a good actor, you can’! 
Music is the same thing 
ly invent things. You h ' 
you've got and draw from ‘1 

As she tours Car 
album, Higgs perform 
down solo or with her pal 
she reaches the stage here 0" 
ton, she'll be on her ow" ° 
says that people will oe: 
side of her than they 0°" 
with her band. 


before adding, ee 
ways to be weird. It's 1° 
music.” w 
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know it’s been a long time 
| since we played in Edmonton,” 
ventures Grant Stovel, lanky 
ymmer boy for maverick country- 
wnderers the Swiftys. “[But] it’s not 
an by design. We've spent so much 
» on the road breaching new terri- 
and we've tried to be careful not 
wear out our welcome in our 
metown. We like to think of it as 
teful non-saturation’. Somehow 
ough, it's recently threatened to 
ome downright neglect.” 
‘s{ovel offers an apologetic shrug. 
p, yes—we're very happy to be 
ing this show.” 
“alter three consecutive years of 
angy holiday heck-raising, local 
pmoter Brent Oliver's annual Food 
nk benefit can arguably be consid- 
sj an Edmonton tradition. Raucous 
owd-pleasers and séntimental 
urites (such as inaugural bill-top- 
Corb Lund in 2003) and a winter 
use party vibe lure homebound and 
iomecoming Edmontonians out of 
sel-saturated living rooms and 
malls and into what Oliver identifies 
is a "bam dance" sort of festive event 
jt should prove a welcoming envi- 
onmen: into which the Swiftys can 
leash some of their new material, 
pngs from their forthcoming sopho- 
yore re.ease, which they're record- 
ip this winter at Winnipeg's Bedside 
tudio 


AT'S THE HOLD-UP? The Swiftys’ 
[Ftitled debut roared into range in 
003, with Stovel and bassist Jody 
lohnson providing the rhythmic spine 
or Shawn “Swifty” Jonasson’s Way- 
on-jennings-meets-Black-Sabbath 
ongs, raw concoctions of backcoun- 
) woe and hard rock for the truck 
op set 

Jonasson bends his tales further 
ith stadio and synth tricks, unex- 


5 (8:30 PM) 
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/ KISS KISS g 
KNOWN / NEW CITY / y 
ow Unless you go, will you? Kiss Kiss Bang Bang is made up of Ross Mehedin 
ass, Marcus Wren on keys and Robert Cain on drums. You ever heard of these peo- 
either. Something fishy going on here. Anyways, Cain informed me that the 
oping to release a 7” in February that'll have four songs and will make people 
d shake it. —BAYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 


FAL EC 157M) 
CHRISTMAS HAYRIE FOOD BANK BENEFIT 
SWIFTYS 


WITH JOHN GULIAK & THE NEW LOUGANS, 
MIKE MCDONALD 

RIVERDALE HALL (9231 - 100 AVENUE) 
$15 (FOOD BANK DONATIONS WELCOME) 


pectedly spiking his proficient but 
weirdly adolescent axe noodling. This 
is the sound of rye and ginger, rec 
rooms with gold shag carpeting and 
wood paneling and working-class 
Christmas parties. 

Stovel unfurls the excuses for their 
tardiness. 

“Our first record was a highly spon- 
taneous studio experience. Swifty 
thrives in the studio—it’s a catalyst for 
him. We were trying to play live a lot, 
and without the studio as a source of 
inspiration, it was difficult to write in 
that tradition, without the immediacy 
of experimentation. 


ANG BANG / WITH WHITEY HOUS- 
10 Who are these jokers? Well, you'll 


"To tell the truth,” he adds, “anoth- 
er reason it took us so long to start 
recording again, in a lot of ways, is 
that the best songs Swifty writes 
come from personal anguish, and 
he’s been happy. It’s taken a while to 
buckle down and sort out ideas 
again.” 

Jonasson’s absence of pain may be 
why his recent songs (listenable 
through the Swiftys’ MySpace page) 
seem like musical short stories rather 
than anthems, even more so than on 
their debut. 

“He writes songs about people who 
maybe haven't done so well,” Stovel 
suggests. (Exhibit Ais perhaps “Riding 
High,” which sympathetically refer- 
ences “a waitress with sore feet” to 
evoke blue collar pathos.) 

"This being a benefit—that it helps 
these people who are down on their 
luck—this makes it an even better 
show for us to play,” he concludes. w 
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Alt / Indie LPs in stock: 

Youth, Ween, Comets on Fire, Pi 
Brian Jonestown Massacre, Billy Bragg 
Stereolab, [ron & Wine, Flaming Lips 
Rufus Wainwright, Atom & Pkg, Wire 
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@ TAKING NIGHTLIFE TOANEW DEGREE @ 


SATURDAY NIGHTS 


\ J SHOCKEE 
UP WEDNESDAYS 


GLOBAL FRIDAYS 


FRIDAYS 


WESTERN CANADA'S #1 
FRIDAY NIGHT PARTY 


1500 PEOPLE! 


> WIP HOP, REGGAE 
Wr ggnETON  HASH-UP! 


SNOOP DOGG 


CD Ralase Party 


December 22nd 
NAS ¢2 2... 


On December 26th, 2006 - 
Boodang, United Productions, Red 
oc Bull, and Fever Nightdub, team up to 
a bring you a Christmas partyso HUGE, 
- we had to book one of the worlds 
biggest DJ's just to show how much 
* we appredate our customers. The 
best part of all — admission is abso- 

lutely FREE! 


FEATURING THE QUEEN OF CLUBS: 


BOXING DAY 


NEW YEARS EVE Tet Binet Newy You 


GEL YOUR st 
TICKETS NOW, | 
DON'T Miss OUT! 


_ SUITE 2554, UPPER LEVEL 
WEST EDM. MALL * 443-6666 
WWW.FEVERNIGHTCLUB.COM 


LISTINGS FOR YOU 


AC YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 426.7889 
OF EMAL GLENYS AT 


TH 


LIVE MUSIC 


ARDEN THEATRE A Jazzy 
Nutcracker Suite: Featuring PJ, Perry 
and Bill Mays with the Toronto 
Chamber Jazz Septet; 7:30pm; $30 at 
the Arden Theatre box office, 
TicketMaster 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage; 
Spm. 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
Open stage hosted by Alberta Crude; 
6-10pm 


DRUID Open mic hosted by Chris 
Wynters every Tue; Spm 

DUSTER'S PUB Jam hosted by 
Bran Petch 

FESTIVAL PLACE Michelle Wright 
(country, Christmas concert); 7:30pm; 
$32 {cabaret)/$30 (box)/$28 (theatre) 
at the Festival Place box office, 
TicketMaster 


FOUR ROOMS Anna Beaumont: 8pm 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; 8pm 

JAMMERS PUB Thursday open jam; 
7-lipm 

J AND Rf BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with The Poster Boys 
(pop/rock/blues); 8:30pm-12:30am 
NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam host- 
ed by the Wild Rose Old Tyme 
Fiddlers Society; 7-10pm 
O'BYRNE'S SlowBum (blues/rock); 
9:30pm-12am; Toy drive for Santa's 
Anonymous 

‘SIDETRACK CAFE The Kokanee 
Comedy Battle; 9pm; $3 (door), 
URBAN LOUNGE Ormus; Spm-Zam; 
$5 (door) 


WILD WEST SALOON Levi 
'WUNDERBAR Tippy Agogo Jam 


‘session with Louie and Karan 
(Eshodibnwiza); $30pm; $5 


DJS 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE DJs spin 
on two levels 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


ESMERALDA’S Big and Rich 
Thursday: top 40, country 


FILTHY MeNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DJ SWAG 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: with Urban Substance 
Sound Crew, InVinceable, 
ShortRound, SpinOycle, BabyGid, and 
Touch It 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Matk Stevens; Spm 


NEW CITY | Love ‘80s 


ON THE ROCKS Salsa and the City: 
9:30pm dance lessons, Cuban salsa 
DU to follow 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New clas. 
sit rock, R&B, urban and dance with 
DJ Mikee; 9pmi-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Ferm 
hip hop with DY 


THE ROOST Gorgeous. featuring 
hostess Dr. Lexus Tronic, Drag Kings 
and Queens, burlesque and rotating 
game shows, bands upstairs monthly 
STANDARD ().) Danny Howells (UK), 
tickets available at TicketMaster, 
Treehouse, Underground (WEM), 
Colourblind 

VELVET UNDERGROUND NAMLS 
WLCM: Electro, techno, no wave, hip: 
hop with Du Nik 7; pm (door) ” 


'WUNDERBAR Kelly and lan: Sweet 
Brit and punk with Phillip and Bogner 


atale: rock, pop, 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


AVENUE SKATEPARK Riff Randels, 
Twin Fangs, Michael Rault and the 
Mixed Signals, Ben Disaster, The 
Meat Cleavers: all ages event $10 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB McCusig: 
9:30pm; $S 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Darren Johnson; 
8:30pm; $8 


CASINO EDMONTON Aji Bright 
(country/rock) 


CASINO 
Emeralds (folk) 


CONVOCATION HALL Diana Stabel 
(CD release party); Spm; $10 (adv) at 
TIX on the Square; $14 (door) 


COWBOYS Chris Cummings; 8pm; 
$12 (adv/$15 (door) at TicketMaster, 
Cowboys bax office 


ARDEN THEATRE The Most 
Wonderful Time... the St. Albert 
Women's Vocal Ensemble presented 
by the St. Albert Singers Guild; 8pm; 
a phone at 459-7494 or 488- 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Winterfest: 
Edmonton Public Schools Orff and 
choral ensembles will be inter- 
‘Spersad with seasonal readings from 
students, Keri Lynn Zwicker (harp); 
7.30pm; $10 at TIX on the Square 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Element: 


D'n'B/house/breaks with Degree, 
Phatcat, Neal K. Shortee, Swetz and 
more 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: local house music with DJs 
and occasional international special 
guest DJ; 9pm (Door); $5 (door) 


BAR-B-BAR 1) James; no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 
BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


‘BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! DJ 
Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid 
lineup, no cover before 10pm 


20 (9 PM) / THE BURNIN SANDS / 
NEW CITY / $5 If I'm not mistaken, and | hardly ever am, these 
uys are Teenage Surf Invasion minus that nasty dude who kept 
offering me “moustache rides.” Oh god, now | feel dirty. 


DALLAS HOTEL-BARRHEAD Mi. 
Lucky (blues/roots); 9:30pm-1:30am; 
no cover 


DJ'S PUB-MORINVILLE Dennis 
Ficor and Johnny Buttons 
(country/rock-a-billy); 9pm; no cover 


FEVER NIGHT CLUB Global Fridays 


FOUR ROOMS Anna Beaumont; 
Spm; $5 


FRESH START CAFE Gritz 


HORIZON STAGE George Fox. 
Marlee Scott (country): 7:30pm; $20 
{adult)/$15 (student/senior) at 
Horizon Stage box office 
TicketMaster; Sold out 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover; Spm 


JAMMERS PUB Country/rock band; 
92am 


JEFFREYS CAFE Sandy Foster (jazz): 
7 


JEXYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 
{pop/rock}; 9:30pm 


NEW CITY Whitey Houston, The 
Beautiful Unknown; no minors; Spm; 
$10 (door) 


ON THE ROCKS Black Diamond 
Hearts, DJ Shawnibis 


RIVERDALE HALL Christmas 
Hayride/Food Bank Benefit: The 
Swiftys, John Guliak and the New 
Lougans, Mike McDonald: 7pm 
{door}; limited Tickets available at 
Blackbyrd Myoozic & Megatunes, 
bring a donation for the Food Bank 


‘SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 
Jingle Bell Rock: Atreyu, Cohaed And 
Cambria, Ten Second Epic, The Fall OF 
Troy; all ages event with licenced 
beer gardens, 7pm (door); $39.50 at 
Unionavents.com, TicketMaster; por 
tion of proceeds to the Edmonton 
Youth Emergency Shelter Sociaty 


SIDETRACK CAFE Raygun Cowboys, 
The Firebrands, The 8 Movies; 9pm; 
$10 (door) 


STARLITE ROOM Jingle Bel! Rock 
Afterparty, Starlite members 
Christmas appreciation Party Murder 
City Sparrows, Ellis, DJ Generic 
Hipster Twister; no minors; 8pm 
{doork free for Starlite Room mem: 
bers 


URBAN LOUNGE Crush, Spm-2am 
$5 (door) 


WILD WEST SALOON Levi 


CLASSICAL 


DANTE'S BISTRO Text Messaging 
Singles Party: For singles 25-40; com- 
pletely anonymous, totally addictive 
ESMIERALDA'S DJ Jimmy Friday; 
8pm (door) 

FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with OJ 
Damian 

GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 

HALO Mod Club: indie rock. new. 
wave, Brit pop, and "60s soul with DJ 


Blue Jay, DJ Travy D; no cover before 
10pm, $5 (after 10pm) 


request with a mix of retro and disco; 
Tpm-12 midnight $6 ($4 rental/pair) 
STOLLIS Top 40, R&B, house with 
People’s DJ 


STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with OJ 
Tysin 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback: house/hard with Johnny 
Dangerous, Andy Inertia, quests, 1- 
7am. 

URBAN FRAT Ali New Funktion 
Fridays: Free Reggae CO giveaways 
all night with Toronto’sOJ Phat Kat: 
Edmonton Police security on site 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Damn 
Merry Xmas Party: Rocktronica with 
DJs Chocolate Beatz, Shyne; no 
minors; $3 (door); free cover with a 
$2 donation to Wind Women's 
Shelter 


WUNDERBAR Beam Team 
Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


AVENUE SKATEPARK ASS, ICBMS, 
Hot Panda, LevelSixElfs, 
Missing!nAction: all ages event: $5 


PUB Axiomatik, 


930pm; $5 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE tia of 
the Dog:; 4-Bpm 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE 6i| Werthman 
Invitational Open Stage; 8pm; dona- 
tions 

CASINO EDMONTON Aji Bright 
(country/rock) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD The 
Emeralds (folk) 

DAUID (JASPER AVE) Open stage, 
all ages; 2-5pm 

FOUR ROOMS Anna Beaumont, 
Spm; $5 

HOMEGROWN SOUL SHACK Sat 
top rap groups; Spm 

HORIZON STAGE George Fox 
Marlee Scott (country); 7:30pm and 
Zpm; $20 (adult}/$15 (student/senior) 
at Horizon Stage box office, 
TicketMaster 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover, Spm 


JAMMERS PUB Saturday open jam, 
3-7:30pm. coUntry/rock band, 9pm- 
Zam 


PREVUE / FRI, DEC 15 (6 PM) / ELECTROLLS / WHITE- 
MUD CROSSING LIBRARY /$10/ ALL AGES Electrolls is 
the name for this electronic music event featuring Holzkopf, 
Clinker and Comaduster, Even better than electronic music are 


those cute and fuzzy little trolls! 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotig Friday 
Breakbeat house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, OJ Fuuze 


NEW CITY Das Gontz: Techno, 
industrial, trance with Ov Dervish and 
the Groovinator, 9pm (door) 


ONE ON WHYTE Friday Nights: DJ 
Chokdit Elvis and DJ Spyder 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New. clas 
sic rock R&B, urbar) and dance with 
DJ Mikee; 9pm-2am: no cover 


RED STAR | caded Friday: indie rock 
and Brit pop with DJ Readymade 
Flyboy 

THE ROOST A}) Request Dance 
Party; with DJ Jazzy 


RUM JUNGLE Peoples DJ Spinning 


‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident DJ Luke Morrison 


SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND 
ROLLERSKATING DISCO Top 40 


68 TEE DECEMBER 14 - DECEMBER 20, 2008 


MUSIC 


JEFFREYS CAFE Smooth Jaz Trio 
{funky jazz): $7 

JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 
(pop/rock); 9:30pm 

MORANG0'S Open mic hosted by 
Tommy every Sat 7pm. 

O'BYRNE'S (n the Patio: Chis 


Wyniers, Scott Peters; 3pm; no caver 


ON THE ROCKS Black Diamond 
Hearts, DJ Shawnibis 


PEPPER'S SPORTS BAR AND 
GRILL 5th Annual Drunken Elf & 
Santa Tickle: Dangerous Guise; 7pm 
{door}, 10pm (band) 


Edmonton Blues Society monthly live 
blues, Doghouse Blues, 8pm-12, $5 
(door); www.edmonton bides org: 


SIDETRACK CAFE Big River (ex- 
Knee Deep in Grass and Funktion), 
The Swill Kings; 9pm; $10 (door) 
‘STARLITE ROOM Long Way Down 
{CD release party), Cocksaw, 


minors 

Tickets at Tick 
Blacktyrd and (i 
URBAN Loun 
$5 (door) 
VELVET UNDERG: 
Down (CD relea 


{door}, ady. i 
Blackbyrd, 
tickets 


CLASSICAL 


Or call 488-204 


ARDEN THEATRE 7, 
Wonderful Time... th 
Women's Voc 
Albert S 


CENTRE-FORT SASIATCHEY 
Christmas Cheer ‘ 

Band, Dr. Malco 
tov), tickets avai 
Dow Centre box office oy 


MILLWOOD FELLOWsHip 
GOSPEL ASSEMBLY 2;, 
Moore and friend 


Eaton Si 
and Jer 
organ|; 
adult: 
dent} § 
attult/senic 
student) 


no minor = 
FEVER NIGHTCLUB 
Fever-Live to A\ 

Bounce, DU She 

FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE NG 
Top tracks, rock, retro with 
Damian 

GINGUR SKY So: 

with Toronte 

Reagae CD 

Police so 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 

DY Groovy Guy 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
1) Roll/He: H 

Toe 
candy w 
Naz Nomad 

NEW CITY SUBURBS Sc 
Sucks: Electro/industis\/21e™ 
indy/electrc 
Rlofeetya and 
$5 
ONE ON WHYTE <2 
Di Choklit Elvis and 


mixot retvo and d 
Fpmn-12 mid 

TOLLS Of WHiTTE 
house with Fe 

TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS * 
hard NAG/trance/fukty 8 
Hillis, DTOR, 89 

Jam-Bamn a 
Veaver UMDERSROUM” 7 
with GOMP fo 
{doar}; no min 
WUNDERBAR f° 
Local Band: 


Y AFTERHOURS fe ~ 


EW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE Rub 
‘Dub Unites Again: DU Jebus and OU 
Anarchy Adam (CJSR’s Your Weekly 
AK Mesting), The Simpson's at 9pm: 


THE ROOST A fabulous Drag show 
‘avery Sunday featuring Hostess 
‘Connie Lingua, rotating guests, 
singers, dfag Queens; $2; free pool 


ern ac eee ee 


*) © Mofdays: with DJ Penny Tentiary * ~ 


PREVUE / FRI, 
DEC 15(8 PM) / 
DIANA STABEL/ 
CONVOCATION 
HALL (U OFA 


CAMPUS) / $10- 


cane | Meerrtmwpme ey | Hemet 
i rau . Northem Soul, "60s 
WestCoastBatyDaddy ine. and Mod Revival with Dr “rts 

A : FILTHY McNASTY'S Metal se pest ae 

_) AB fet ta tpn wie | Mondays wih J SWAG SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND awa 
‘Shortround Lo LOUNGE 

minors: Spm {door} $10 (adv) at NEW CITY LAWIDLOUNGE Mie | Noitn peste wath DU Keri one pears 

Foosh, Homegrown, Soulshack and. it Monchie Mondays: House with DJ oo ROXY THEATRE The Christmas 

T Record: Dusty Grooves, guests ‘SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING Carol Project: Featuring Bill Bourne, 


Maria Dunn, Kevin Cook. AI Brant, 
Terry Morrison. Tom Rasehkov, Dale 
Ladouceur, and Ken Brown: 8pm; $32 
at TIX on the Square 


‘SIDETRACK CAFE Brock Skywalker 
and his Irregular Heartbeats, Rebekah 
Higgs. Kris Demeanor; 9pm: $7 (door) 


URBAN LOUNGE Day: Past 


STOLLIS Stolli's House Arest: with 14 Diana Stabel Page| 
ily Dangerous, Andy Inertia, sure is talented. WILD WEST SALOON Billy Ringo 
os She's a hell of a YARBIRD SUITE Rhonda Stakich 
URBAN FRAT All New Urban Ladies singer, of course, (singer/songwrites}, 7:20pm (door), 
Nas Siels in earns ie but she also has a 8pm (show); $10 
>In) le, Game, Weapon communications 

‘and BabyGirl degree, which DUS 

RERUB Live jam hosted — | WUMDERBAR Trance, dance and means she could 

Dave every Sun, 230M | raya styles with DJ Regan and Co do my job. Only BACKROOM VODKA BAR Deep 


pwid LOUNGE 

, g voas Franklins, 
panic Fibrosis, The 
seven: 6:30pm do), 


(HOTEL Dennis Ficor 


MON 


O'BYRNE'S Best local musical talent 
with Du Angus 


better, 


DISCO Retro Night music flash 
‘backs from the 'S0s, ‘60s. ‘70s, ‘80s, 


Wednesdays: Soulful Deep House. 
with Nic-E and Smoov 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Glitter 
Gulch: roots music every Wednesday 
with DJ Buster Friendly, no caver 


BUDDY'S Hump day with DJ Secoy 


rons (country/rock-a 3S eee and the "90s; 7pm-12 midnight; $6 ($4 Sean 
‘ coer fental/pair) nie 
t0 ( FEVER NIGHTCLUB Industry 
Joe Bird's Ine Jam: LIVE MUSIC ea eters The Wednesdays 
nd covet Hitish tnvasion: 1001); NO 
fix ail an minors; no cover ae Wobbly Wednesday. 
fs 0 Four m lowntempo, smooth jazz, with DJ 
Xa Pa oe eae ae WUNDERBAR Star | Frederick 
5 i 
Open stage Sundays | EW YORK BAGEL CAFE Marco a tt ae is LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/A&B wath 
pine ra Clavera (samba to Bolero) every LIVE MUSIC DY Spincycle 
ip Monday NEW CITY UKWID LOUNGE 
age BYRNE'S Slow2uin bives/iock, §— |) ——————_____ TE 
at 2 a 9:30pm-12:00am BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL Open NIKIG DIAMOND'S Punk and ’20s 
FTVIEW COMMUNITY Stage with Mark Ammar; 9pm metal every Wednesday 
Suny open sage Mee, | ALLAcoustic Irstumental Od Time | DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open RED STAR Funk n' Sout: funk, sou, 
“3 Fiddle Jam hosted by the Wild Rose stage with Chris Wynters and quest disco, nu jazz, reggae, hip hop with 
eat sh ee Did Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm LEGENDS PUB Open jam hosted by Coo! Curt. Yuri, Junior Brown, Remo 
Re Nine eh Dd SIDETRACK CAFE Maverick Gary Thomas STANDARD Wednesday Gone Wild 
Comedy Factory Bese en Se with ROXY THEATRE The Christmas ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Open Feat’ with DJ Nestor Delano 
h Ae Show: ‘gsla—0 fe Carol Project: Featuring Bill Bourne, ‘mic with Duff Robison; 8pm STOLLU'S Wild Chery: House/garage 
‘Bon TAPHOUSE Monday Live: with Big Maria Dunn, Kevin Cook, AI Brant, BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Glitter with Tripswiteh, Rezidnt Funk, fusion 
Tickle; 8:30-11;30pm) no cover Terry Morrison, Tem Roschkov, Dale Gulch Weneee Bliter with Steve Velocity 
=> == Ladouceur, and Ken Brown; 8pm; $32 
CLASSICAL at Theatre Network FIDDLER'S ROOST Little Flower Fee een eis 
ednesday: ive dance 
CAFE Stingbeans SIDETRACK CAFE Off The Wall open stage; 7:30pm (doar; $2 with The JBOTS: no minors; Spm 
ppm: donations Leacotyiel aple ala Seven Devil Fix, Paramedic; Spm: $7 LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open Mic (door); $4 
ny esta, eri (door) 
alte Somenvil vocals), Petar Dundjerski McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH WUNDERBAR Found one 


Pip Coro Canada with 
owski (guitar), Jeremy 
Jubloloso! Balls of 
if Sparks (conduc: 
Bits available at. 
p bax office 


ys 
‘TAP AMD GRILL 


with Atomic improv, 
GDN Tim 


VENUE 


{conductor}; Tubas of Edmonton (in 
the lobby before the concert): 7pm; 
$17-$32 (adulti/$9.50-$17 (child 12, 
and under) at the Winspear Centre 


box office 
DJS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Mondays: 
Service Industry Night: no minors; 
‘Spm-2am 


DJS 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE DJs spin 
on the main level 


BUDDY'S Free pool and tourney, DJ 
Arrowchaser 


ESMERALDA'S Top 40, country, R&B 
with DJ Foreplay, DJ Jimmy 


FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) Latin 


Music to Celebrate the Season: A 
Jazzy Christmas with P.J. Perry; 
12:10-Tpm; Free, Chnistmas goodwill 
donations will be accepted for the 
Bissell Centre 


METRO CLUB AND BILUARDS 
The Metro World Beat Band with: 
Enrique 

NEW CITY LIKWID SUBURBS 


D.LY Wednesdays: The B-Movies, 
Over Under and Through, The Burnin’ 


Dancehall and old school rap with DJ 
Toma and Aminder Brown 


ALBERTA BALLROOM Crowne Plaza Chateau Lacombe, 10111 Bellamy Hill, 429-1000 * ARDEN THEATRE 
5 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 459-7494, 451-3090/459-7494 « ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704-104 St, 432- 
4611 * AVENUE SKATE PARK 9030-118 Ave, 477-2149 * BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 St, 430-9200 * 
BACKROOM VODKA BAR 103244-82 Ave, upstairs, 436-4418 e THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper 
Ave 420-9098 * BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 951-9456 « BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Continental Inn, 16625 Stony 
Plain Rd, 424-7751 * BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 » BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne 
Street, St Albert, 418-6332 « BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 989-2861 * BLUES ONWHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 
439-5058 * BONNIE DOON HALL 9240-93 St, 708-6555 * BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423-5014 » BUDDY’S 
11725B Jasper Ave, 488-7736 © CAFE BRITT 1, 20 MacLeod Avenue, Spruce Grove, 220-8993/962-2511 * 
CARGO AND JAMES TEA SHOPPE 10634-82 Ave, 433-8152 * CASINO (EDMONTON) 7055 Arayil Rd, 463; 


THE UREANE US 
Ni Come Boum & 
Coe esT LIVE VENUE 


its 438 


-3000 1° 
NENTS AN NVORNATIN | ae ihiow 
THURSDAY 


iiCRwuU SE 
WEDNESDAY | PAST AGRESSION 


DEC 20 


bec i4| VHIRD TIME HARM & THE SMEARS 


UPCOMING SHOWS: DEC 22-23 MOURNING WOOD 
DEC 28 TYPHOID MARY > 29-30 EXIT 303 


i5| MUSTARD SMILE 


7 $ Eve at The ONE somic 1028 PRES| Sn 
IDE / TEN SECOND EPIC Tie tutor saws 


S & DL CHOMLIT ELVIS> TICHETS: $40.00 AVAILABLE AT THE ONE OM WATTTE 


$3" prinks until 12 
‘Absolut Specials 
Shooter Specials All Night 


52:15 nsotut Cocktails 
No Line No Cover 
Until Midnight 


ABSO tT 


Doll Y 


This suport night 
§ evened for corny 


Poy clinty 


ne entth more 
ar 
oe 


AMOS 


f iitlt 


; ) : E 9467 * CASINO (YELLOWHEAD) 12464-153 St. 463-9467 * CASTLE ROCK 507 St. Albert Rd, St. Albert. 458 
: 8766 * CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 2021 Millbourne Rd, West, 462-6565 * CONVOCATION HALL Ars 
Bg, University of Alberta, 492-0601 « COWBOYS 10102-180 St, 481-8739 « CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 Castle Downs Rd, 113 St 472-7696 * 
MTE'S BISTRO 17328 Stony Plain Rd, 486-4448 « DECADANCE 10018-105 St, 990-1792/964-3168 * DEWEY’S LOUNGE Power Plant, U of A Carnpus, 492- 
* DOW CENTENNIAL CENTRE SHELL THEATRE - FORT SASKATCHEWAN 8700-34 St, Fort Saskatchewan * DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 454-9928 « 
ER'S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 474-5554 « EXPRESSIONZ CAFE 20125-107 Ave, 471-9125 * FESTIVAL PLACE Telus Theatre, 100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park 
M78 * FEVER NIGHTCLUB Phase 3 of EM, 961-3117 * FIDDLER’S ROOST 8906-99 St » FILTHY MCNASTY’S 10511-82 Ave, 916-1557 * FOUR ROOMS 
Bbiton Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4767 * FRESH START CAFE Riverbend Sq,, 433-9623 * FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 10241-82 Ave, 433-9676 » GAS PUMP 
114 St, 488-4841 + GINGUR SKY 1555-118 Ave, 913-4312/953-3606 * HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 423-HALO « HILLTOP PUB 8220-106 Ave « HOMEGROWN 
SHACK B102, 10324-82 Ave, 989-7009 * HONEST MUR’S BAR AND GRILL 8936-82 Ave, 463-6397 * HORIZON STAGE 1001 Calahoo Rd, Spruce Grove, 
* HULBERT'S 7601-115 St, (436-1161) * THE IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail South * JAMMERS PUB 11948-127 Ave. 451-8779 * J AND R BAR AND 
3003-106 Si, 496-4403 * JEFFREY'S CAFE AND WINE BAR 9640-142 St, 451-8890 « JEKYLL AND HYDE 10610-100 Ave, 426-5981 * J.J/S PUB 13160- 
> 697462 » JOHN L. HAARTHEATRE Grant MacEwan Collage, 1045-156 St » J.P RANCH SALOON Jasper Place Hotel, 15926 Stony Plain Ra « JUBILEE 
+ is 55-07 Ave, 427-2760 « JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingswey Ave, 732-4583 * KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 433-6768 « 
SKNIGHT PUB 9221-24 Ayo, 493-2599 « LB’S PUB 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert, 460-9100 * LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 481-2786 * LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 
fe. 2nd Fl, 447-4495 * MeDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 101 St, McDonald Drive, 468-4964 * METRO CLUB AND BILLIARDS 10250-106 St, 990-0704 « 
a HALL-ALBERTA COLLEGE 10050 MacDonald Dr * NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave, 490-1999 * NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 10081 Jasper Ave, 
#78 * NEW CITY SUBURBS 10081 Jasper Ave, downstairs, 413-4578 * NEW WEST HOTEL 10525-111 Ave, 489-2511 * NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE 6430 
& 2003 * NIKKI DIAMOND'S 8120 Gateway Blvd * NORTH GLENORA COMMUNITY LEAGUE 12535-1094 Ave, 457-9417 * O'BYRNE'S 10616- 
¥ O'CONNORS IRISH PUB 9012-88 Ave * ONE ONWHYTE 10544-82 Ave, 437-7699 * ORTONA ARMOURY 9722-102 St. * OVERDRIVE 6104- 
4 457 * OVERTIME BOILER AND TAPROOM South Whitemud Crossing, 106 St, 485-1717 « PEPPER'S SPORTS BAR & GRILL Westmount Centre, 
Soe wat d* PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 10860-57 Ave, 474-5270 « POWER PLANT U of A Campus, 4922101 QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 
=isity Ave, 438-6814 « RATT (ROOM ATTHETOP) 7th Fl, Students’ Union Building, U of A Campus, 492-2153 * RED'S WEM Phase Ill, 481-6420 * RED 
Se RIVER uv. 428-0825 * RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 St, 444-1822 * RIGOLETTO'S CAFE 10068-108 St, 429-0701 * RITCHIE UNITED CHURCH 9624- 
Se WEST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 19815-45 Ave « RIVERDALE HALL 9231-100 Ave, 421-1357 * RIVERSIDE BAR AND GRILL 326-St. Albert Trail, 460- 
Wen, ROOST 10345-104 St, 426-150 « ROSEBOWL 1011-117 St, 482-2589 » ROSSDALE HALL 10135-96 Ave, 429-3624 * RUM JUNGLE Phase 2, upper 
B toa Pages * SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE 10416 Whyte Ave, 437-0231/7 10-1625 * SAVOY 1040-82 Ave, 438-0373 * SIDETRACK CAFE 
=. 5\ 421-1826 * SOUTHMINSTER-STEINHAUER UNITED CHURCH 10740-19 Ave * SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER DISCO 13710-104 St, 
ee, SEANDREW'S UNITED CHURCH 9915-149 St, 482-7649 « ST; BASIL'S CULTURAL CENTRE 1081971 Ave, 438-6410 » ST.TIMOTHY'S ANGLICAN 
oH 8420-145 St * STANDARD 6107-104 St, 438-2582 » STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 St, 428-1099 » STOLLI'S 2nd floor, 10368 Whyte Ave, 437-2293 * 
: OUSE PUB 11012 Jasper Ave, 420-0448 ¢ THE STUDIO 9510-105 Ave * STUDIO 27 Fine Arts Building 2-7 U of a Campus, 492-0601 * TAPHOUSE 9020 
S} Albert, 458-0860 * TOUCH OF CLASS Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway, 452-7770 * TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 10018-105 St * UNF HALL 
|* URBAN FRAT 10220-103 Ste URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 St, 439-3388 « VELVET UNDERGROUND 10030-102 St (downstaifs}, 428-1039 * WILD 
reas IN 129)2-50 St, 476-388 * WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir Winston Churhill Sq, 428-1414 « WOODCROFT COMMUNITY HALL 13915-115 Ave, 436- 
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KNIVES DON’T 


| UNIONEVENTS: COM 
Hi mily Hain 
; HAVE YOUR BACK 
“Simply hearthreaking™ - The New York Times 


THE SOFT SKELETON 
oko ae” Alternative Press 


WITH SPECIAL GUESTS 
SATURDAY 
JANUARY 24 


STARLITE Room 


TICSETS ALSo AT MEGATUNES & BLACSBYRD 


booFs 8M 
48+ No MINORS 


WITH GUESTS 
& 


TALL FIRS 


January 17, 2007 
Maclab Theatre 


The Citadel - Edmonton AB - Doors 7:00 PM - All Ages 
Tickets: The Citadel Box Office (425-1820), online at citadeltheatre.com, 
Megatunes, Blackbyrd & Listen 
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Sonar WITH SPECIAL GUEST 


FEBRUARY 8 
EDMONTON EVENT CENTRI 


EDMONTON AB - DOORS 7 PM - GENERAL ADMISSION - ALL AGES 
TICKETS ALSO AT MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD, FS (WEM) AND FREECLOUD 
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is 18 tracks. 

he ragged, tortured nature 
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hat the creation of the 
ld make for a fantastic 
ck ‘n’ roll excess. It also 
nse that journalist Robert 
hould be the one to take 
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latching the vis- 
ergy of STP. 
fe author follows 
Structured 
Nto the story, 
to a prologue, 
Md the aftermath. 
this organization, the 
sly concerned with the 
B throughout: the fact that 
lards was off of heroin 
ved in France, only to 
back into using as the 
an flowing freely around 
@along by the hangers-on 
bly followed wherever he 
*'S some mention of the 
ding and release of the 
Much of what would 
® ‘0 the story ends up in 
Wound while the focus 
Uchards's drug use. 

S| problem with the book 


HY LEARY: A BIOGRAPHY and 
EY THROUGH AMERICA WITH 
G STONES 


O KNOW about: 
stoned Stones? 


Se | BY ROBERT GREENFIELD 
EXILE ON MAIN ST: 
A SEASON IN HELL WITH 


THE ROLLING STONES 
DA CAPO PRESS, $29 


ROC 


is that so much of Greenfield’s time 
is spent pulling gossip from the 
mouths of others. He openly derides 
the info in a book written by Tony 
Sanchez—best remembered as the 
dealer who worked his way into the 
band’s inner circle by providing a 
steady supply of dope—and then pro- 
ceeds to constantly draw from the 
same book, forever explaining just 
why Sanchez had the events all 
wrong. 

That in itself might be fine if 
Greenfield ever managed to get past 
the rumour-mongering of the Green- 
field-said/Sanchez-said approach. 
Sadly, though, he doesn’t, and the 
book engages in a repetitive grind 
that leaves the music on the back- 


burner throughout. 

While the book is lacking in its 
vision of the artistic process, the 
album itself may ultimately be better 
served by Greenfield's tendency to 
indulge in hearsay and gossip sur- 
rounding the characters rather than 
the music itself; Bale on Main St is an 
album that, were the truth of its cre- 
ation known and truly understood, 
would likely lose much of the mytho- 
logical luster that surrounds tt. 

Better that the music is left alone 
to exist in a foggy world of half- 
truths and deceptions then to reveal 
the self-indulgences that plagued the 
recording sessions. ¥ 
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BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@yueweekly.com 
Urn the first show by a 

new band plays out in the 

Same way; a group of friends 
decide to start a band, they practice 
for awhile, maybe play some battles 
of the bands or open stages, then 
they play their first real show. Not so 
with ICBMs. 

Lead singer Sean the Bastard (Just 
call me Bastard, everyone else does”) 
came to Edmonton all the way from 
Australia to be with his “other half,” 
but wasn’t about to give up being ina 
punk band. In his hometown of Dar- 
win, Bastard was the lead singer of a 
popular band called Plonker 

“I wouldn’t call us successful,” he 
says, “but we got signed, and we did 
some national tours.” 

As Bastard explains, this experi- 
ence came in handy when he decid- 
ed he wanted to start a band here in 
Canada. Joining forces with Jim 
Nowhere on guitar, Phildo on bass 
and Jesus Christ Mike on drums, 
Bastard will likely add a new ele- 
ment to the city’s scene 

“I think I know what I like,” he 
Says. “Far too:-many musicians are 
under the mistaken impression that 
they're artists. We're not artists, 
we're a punk fucking rock band.” 


BEING A PUNK fucking rock band, 


ICBMs’ lyrical content is somewhat 
political, but also totally cheeky 
Bastard explains that he’s trying to 
keep the lyrics funny but also mean- 


HRB, 


a land down under 


SAT, DEC 16 (6 PM) 


THE ICBMS 

WITH ASS, HOT PANDA, LvE Si ELS, 
MISSIN ACTION 

AVENUE SKATEPARK (400-18 AVENUE) 
S5(ALL AGES) 
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ingful, while trying to avoid the juve 
nile humour he often employed in 
his youth 

“I'm trying to get away from the 
fart and dick jokes,” he says while 
insisting that the band is not too 


MONDAY-DECEMBER (81H 7PM! 


HOW THE BLACK DOG STOLE XMAS! 
CUSTOMER APPRECIATION PARTY! 


serious. “We're not Propagandhi. i'm 
sick of hearing bands whine an 
bitch. We're trying to avoid being PC 
wanker types.” 

The ICBMs have some plans fr 
the future, but Bastard says right 
now they're focusing on playing well 
at their upcoming show, though he 
stresses that they play primarily for 
their own enjoyment 

“You can enjoy us, or you can fuck 
off!” he snarls, kind of laughing at 
the same time. v 
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idy circumstances.” In 
lis, Grandy has penned 


debut recording Trying 
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“We've been in preproduction for 
the last two years,” he recalls. “The 
recording process ended up taking 
much longer than we anticipated.” 

The end result of that rather 
lengthy process, however, is an 
album that Grandy is obviously 
proud of. The disc includes a guest 
appearance by studio drummer 
Kenny Aronoff, who has previously 
worked with such bands as the 
Rolling Stones, John Mellencamp 
and the Smashing Pumpkins. Grandy 
describes working with Aronoff as 
phenomenal and better than any- 
thing he could have imagined, 
explaining that Aronoff came into 
contact with the band through a 
series of drum clinics at Mother's 
Music, where several band members 


g Way Down pumped 
ng Times are behind them 


work, 


WHILE GRANDY ALLOWS that 
Aronoff’s talent on the record did cre- 
ate significant expectations for their 
live show, he says that drummer 
Nathan Kidd has risen to the task. 

“Nathan took the challenge head 
on,” he explains. “I think if you ask 
anyone who has seen us live, you 
hear that there's nothing lost from 
the recording.” 

And now that the record is finally 
ready for release, Grandy even man- 
ages to sound somewhat blasé 
about it. 

“Recording is great, but playing 
live is what really takes the ticket,” he 
exclaims, “We really are a live band. 

“The goal has always been to 
make a sustainable living at playing 
music,” he continues. “I feel like it’s 
within an attainable reach right 
now; we've got the right people 
together that are willing to sacrifice 
to make it happen. 2007 is going to 
be a big year for us." v 
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ESO’s annual Christmas 
concert with her cheer ® 


SARAH CHAN / sarah@vueweekly.com 

hristmas shopping is difficult 
( to avoid. Once you factor in 

angry parking lot fever and 
the throngs of foes that are ripping 
boxes off shelves, the good old sea- 
son of eating great food, reconnect- 
ing with friends and enjoying some 
down time with the family seem 
worlds away. 

Local actress and singer Sheri 
Somerville digs Christmas in a big 
way. The real kind of Christmas—the 
one that's less about how many trips 
to Wal-Mart one makes and more 
about appreciating your friends and 
family. For Somerville, the icing on 
the cake arrived early this season 
when our Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra asked her to host its Com- 
munity Christmas Concert. 

“That's just about the best thing 
they could ask me to do!” Somerville 
enthuses. “I love Christmas songs. To 
sing them at the Winspear, are you 
kidding? That's just fun!” 

As a regular guest of the sympho- 
ny, Somerville knows her way around 
the Winspear stage, but she is doubly 
excited about the opportunity to 
share some feel-good carols with an 
audience sing-a-long, complete with 
tap dancers from Victoria School of 
Performing and Visual Arts. 

“What Christmas represents for 
me is down time, a break from politi- 
cal work and a break from work,” 
Somerville explains. “It’s a time 
where I decorate my home and invite 
people over. I always think of Christ- 
mas as a big time to reconnect with 
your friend and the focus is really on 
connecting with people you love and 
want in your world. Even wars tend 
to slow down over the holiday sea- 
son. People are cognizant about 
what it’s supposed to mean, and they 


ticketmastefica (780) 451-8000 
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ESO COMMUNITY 


CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
CONDUCTED BY PETAR DUNDUERSK 
SINGING BY SHE] SOMERUILE 
TAPOANCERS FROM VICTORIA SCHOOL OF 
PERFORMING AND VISUAL ARTS 
WINSPEAR, $9504 
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will put down their guns for a few 
moments.” 

Somerville may be aware of the 
season's influence on the politics of 
the world, but she still loves the 
small things. “I just love getting an 
invitation to a Christmas party,” she 
divulges. “It’s about wine, cheese 
and chocolate?” 


SELF-DESCRIBED AS an incredibly shy 
child, the once anxious and paranoid 
young girl now stars in Die-Nasty! at 
the Varscona every week, sings wil 
symphonies, travels around the 
world, writes songs and records 
albums. Somerville credits the years 
of positive words and support for the 
successes throughout a career that is 
constantly evolving and bringing her 
new challenges 

“I'm a journeyman,” she admits. “I 
have a thirst for new experiences 
that I cannot deny.” 

Proud to be part of the Edmonton 
arts scene, Somerville is continually 
thankful to the community here that 
has become her family, and she’s 
looking forward to doing Christmas 
justice with less Wal-Mart and more 
carols and holiday cheer. 

“I'm totally into gathering people” 
around!” she laughs. “I'll host them 
and we'll have a nice traditional, 
warm Christmas experience with the 
symphony and some beautiful 
arrangements.” W 
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FEATURING MURDER CITY SPARROWS & ELLIS 


SATURDAY DECEMBER 
LONG WWAY DOWN 
CD RELEASE PARTY 
APACHE ROSE/CHYSHUGA/MY SISTER OCEAN/COCKSAW/MARBLE ENGINE 


FRIDAY DECEMBER 22 


HIP HOP 4 HUNGER 


FEATURING POLITIC LIVE, TOUCH, OOZEELA, K-RIZ, PROVELI PARAGON, DETAILS & EMCEE E 


BOXING DAY SOUNDCLASH 


DJ EDIT (GLITCH MOB, LA) & 20 MORE ACTS! 
3 ROOMS PRESENTED BY ROOTS SOUNDSYSTEM, GOMP, SUBTERRANEAN SOUND & THE THC 


SATURDAY DECEMBER 30 
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NEW YEARS EVE 
2 FLOORS + 5 BANDS + 2 DJS + $10! 


FEAT. MAD BOMBER SOCIETY, MURDER CITY SPARROWS, IGNITERS, ROWDYMEN & ON THE BRINK 
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LITIC LIVE 
ADAPTATION 
MUSIC FOR MAVERICKS ENTERTAINMENT 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 

It doesn't take long for 
Politic Live’s sophomore 
release to grab you, but it’s 
THIS ROCKS more with a quietly intense 
urgency than with a by-the-throat 
freakout. True to its title, Adaptation is 
something that grows on you, a sec- 
ond skin that you didn’t realize that 
you were missing. And when the reg- 
gae beats of the opening track 
smoothly move into the R & B-influ- 
enced “Throw Back” before shaking 
you awake with “The Matinee,” 
somewhere inside you remember 
how solid these three local MCs are 
at what they do. 

Always the conscious rappers and 
citizens, Dirt Gritie, Young Mav and 
Bigga Nolte also manage to avoid 
being preachy by dousing their rhymes 
with infectious beats and instrumenta- 
tion, delivering layered and fully real- 
ized tracks that span their different 
influences. Like the first few tracks, 
the album volleys between dancehall 
to funk to slow-movers in a way that’s 
organic but not ordinary. And when 
you do start to groove on the words, 
you find the trio at times being silly 
but at others playing to their biggest 
strength—putting themselves in the 
shoes of the sorts of people who we 
tend to pass over with a few disparag- 
ing words. By the time the album 
weaves its way to one of the final and 
strongest tracks, “Travels with 
Akeem,” you're on Politic Live's team, 
looking at things a little differently. 
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great gift ideas 
discwasher vinyl care kit | a charlie brown christmas OST LP | p.i.l.: metal box 3LP 
sufjan stevens: songs for christmas SCD | pixes: loudQUIETIoud DVD | gift certificates 
wire; pink flag/chairs missing/154 LPs | posters | neko case: live from austin DVD 
john fahey: sea changes & coelacanths 4LP/2CD | v/a: nuggets boxset 2LP/4CD 
pavement: wowee Zzowee 2CD | tortoise: a taxon lazarus 3CD+DVD | record bags 
tom waits: orphans 3CD box. t-shirts | in like flynt/ our man flynt OST LPs | & more 


get here quick on bus #3, 5, 


ZION | & THE GROUCH 
es IN THE CITY OF DOPE 


MIKE GARTH / michael@vueweekly.com 

From beginning to end, this 

collaboration between mem- 

bers of Oakland's hot under- 
THIS ROCKS ground rap scene offers a 
top-quality debut full-length. Zion I, 
the Grouch and beat master Amplive 
set out to cover an array of styles, 
pulling each one of with success. 

The album opens with “Hit'em,” fit- 
ting the Hyphy hip-hop mould to per- 
fection, with production to match 
“Trigger,” a no-bullshit reggae track 
that samples the Clash is equally 
impressive. Everything in between is 
just as good; the beats are mixed with 
clever samples and live instrumenta- 
tion, while socially and politically con- 
scious lyrics flow over top. It's a fresh 
change from the desperate, bleak social 
views spouted by so many rappers. 

Heroes in the Genre of Rap may 
have been a more appropriate title 
Forget the Eminems and 50 Cents— 
this is rap music at its finest. 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 
PLAGUE SONGS 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
It seems odd that when the 
“leaders of the free world"— 
take your pick of words to 
THSIS OK quibble with in that phrase; 
except for “of the” they all invite 
antagonism—are hurtling us towards 
the Book of Revelations as fast as 
their little prayer-folded hands can 
take us, a collective of British artist 
types devised a project that looks to 
Exodus as a social metaphor. 
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Just the facts, please, 
the VideoFACT 


<3 | ENTER SANDOR 


STEVEN SANDOR 
=} | stoven@wueweeklycom 


We all know that a music video is one 
of the best ways to promote an up- 
and-coming band. And VideoFACT, the 
grant organization funded by Much- 
Music, MuchMoreMusic and 
MusiquePlus, has helped fund more 
than 4 000 Canadian music videos 
since it was founded more than 20 
years ago. 

The next deadline for grant applica- 
tions to VideoFACT is Jan 4, 2007. The 
fund has been upped, so videos that 
are chosen for funding will receive up 


- to $25 000, good for up to half of a 


video's production cost. 

Each time the deadline rolls around, 
the VideoFACT panel receives hun- 
dreds of submissions, so | chatted with 
executive director Beverley McKee 
about the dos and don'ts of approach- 
ing the organization for funding. 

“One of the things we look at is 
which of the acts would benefit most 
from having a video,” she says. “Hav- 
ing distribution and some kind of prod- 
uct to support isn't necessary, but it 
does help, because we see that you 
have something you want to promote. 
A video is not an ego stroke; it’s an 
important marketing tool. Before 
applying, ask yourself, ‘do we really 
need to make a video at this time?” 


TO APPLY, YOUR MUSIC must meet all 
CanCon standards and masters have to 
be owned by a Canadian or Canadian- 
owned company (for most indie bands, 
this is a no-brainer). VideoFACT accepts 
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THE WALKMEN 

“PUSSY CATS” STARRING... 

RECORD COLLECTION 

Best drunken party 

Mixed with tracks that sound like the 
World's worst hangover 


THE MOONEY SUZUKI 
HAVE MERCY 


Faux AM bullshit 
Meets faux rock ‘n’ soul bullshit 
You want mercy? Hit stop! 


YOUNG GALAXY 

SWING YOUR HEARTACHE EP 
ARTS & CRAFTS 

A good primer disc 
Shimmering indie pop gold 

A full-length soon please 


Ho 
i FROM THE MOTION PICTURE 
Like watching the film! 


But with no pictures, context 
Or dialogue. Rad! 


applications six times a year, so there's 
No rush to get it in for January. 

“It really is a matter of timing,” 
says McKee. “What we look at is the 
strength of the track and the strength 
of the visuals. It is better to send us 
something that is produced and fin- 
ished in the studio than a rough demo 
because, well, a demo sounds rough. 
There is no rush. We have many appli- 
cation periods.” 

When sending photos of a band 
choose crisp, clean images of the per- 
formers, rather than artsy shots of a 
band standing in a junkyard or in a pile 
of leaves. This happens all the time, 
and it's a media no-no. 

When choosing what songs to send 
in, you'll notice not a lot of videos get 
made for songs that have long instru- 
mental intros or dragging solos. Think 
radio edit. Think about your catchiest 
chorus. That's not to say you can’t 
make that kind of music, it’s just not 
easy to fit into a short video. 

McKee emphasizes the importance of 
researching other videos out there. On 
the MuchMusic site, there's a link to 
VideoFACT where you can view videos 
funded in the past. Look up the directors 
and make contact with ones you like. See 
what can be done on a budget. Many 
times, production people will work at cut 
rates or provide service in kind for videos, 
simply because they are fun to do—and 
they want to support a band. You will 
need that kind of help to make a video, 
because, in the end, a $25 000 grant isn’t 
a ton of money. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 


UNCLE QUTRAGE 
DANCE EXTREME 
XOMBIE 

Like a drunk uncle 


Who's unpredictable but 
So entertaining! 
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Stripped down versions of 
Songs that don’t need stripping down 
How is this better? 


OASIS 

STOP THE CLOCKS 
COLUMBIA 

Band-picked favourites 
Worth it just to hear him say 
"Shee-aye-ee-aye-een” 


(CLEAR 
WELGOMETO THE DRAMA CLUB 
ELEVEN SEVEN 
Same old Everclear 


But I'm sick of hearing him 
Whi-ee-aye-ee-ine 


COLLEGE GROVE 
SPINNING GOLD 
Melodramatic, 
Melancholy and mellow 
Somehow, it all works 


Che 


NORY. 


Clue | 


& ©€BONY LOUNGE 
EDMONTON'S ONLY LIVE 


DUELING PIANO 


Shows start Thursday 8pm, 
Friday and Saturday 9pm. 


WEDNESDAY NIGHT - STEAK & LOBSTER S15 
DRESS REHERSAL EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT - NO COVER 


2940 Calgary TrailSouth 465-6800 theivoryclub.com 


MUSIC 


DECEMBER 14 - DECEMBER 20, 2006 
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Vue's tips for keeping the 
holidays merry (and gay!) 


£5 TOTALLY GAY 


5S) ie FOSTER 
S| tnahneynewetycon 


| love getting Christmas presents for 
people, but it's not the shopping part 
that excites me; it's the conception of an 
idea so perfect, so strange, so different 
and so unexpected that none of the peo- 
ple on my list know quite how to thank 
me enough. Needless to say, my gift giv- 
a is usually hit or miss, but here are 
some ideas that just might inspire you to 
think, well, differently when you're 
deciding which colour of Gap sweater 
matches your sister's complexion best. 
For every gay man who has ever been 
rejected by Canadian Ido! because they 
didn't have either “the look” or “it” or 
because even a spaced-out cougar mama 
like Sass Jordan couldn't stand to hear 
them open their flaming traps, help them 
to realize their (as yet) unfulfilled dream 
of becoming a popstar by purchasing 
them a gift certificate for a professional 
recording session at a local studio. They 
fan record a couple of their favourite 
tunes onto a CD so that they can play it 
for their moms, party guests and solicit 
potential labels. If the recipient also hap- 
pens to be your lover, then perhaps you 
might consider jumping in the booth with 
him to record a touching duet (decide 
beforehand who gets to be Elton and 
Kiki, Sonny and Cher, or Huey and 
Gwyneth, respectively). And if it really is 
love, then you'll leave the studio with a 
Christmas gift that will stand as proof for 
years to come that at one time, you and 
whatshisface were in love—glorious, 
off-key, embarrassingly gay love. 
Make your recipient a date at the spa. 
A facial, massage, or anything that 
davolves heated stones, rose petals, oil 
and wearing a towel around the head. No 
matter what time of the year it is, you can 
never be too clean, smell too good, or 
have your eyebrows too nicely shaped. 
Fashion things out of other things. For 
example, one year | made a quilt for my 
favourite cousin out of some padding, a 
couple metres of discounted tweed fab- 
ric and her childhood New Kids on the 
Block bed sheets. So if you're at all 
handy with your hands, then this year, 
think outside the box. Perhaps pick up an 
old, clean fur coat from a thrift store and 
fashion a sexy rug out of the old pelt. It 
will take some time as a project of this 
Qature will have to be done mostly by 
hand, but you will be left with a lus- 
ciously soft, well-constructed fur rug 
that will be ideal for making sweet, 
naughty holiday love upon in front of a 
roaring fireplace. Get crafty! 


WHILE ON THE SUBJECT of thrift stores, 


check them out for cheap but trendy and 
inventive gifts. Clothes are out of the 
question, but you'll find a great selection 
of vinyl, weird lamps and other furniture 
that, with the help of Trading Spaces, 
can be attractive pressies. But the best 
potential gifts will be found in the 
housewares section. Vintage patterned 
serving platters. large gilded bowls or 
blown glass have more character than 
anything you'll find new. Old coloured 
glass can be turned into nifty candle- 


holders when given with some votives. 

Try pairing something old with some- 
thing new. For example, buy an old 
metal drink tray from the ‘60s and pair it 
with a brand new cocktail shaker set. 
Whatever you buy, though, ensure with 
washing or minor refurbishment that it 
looks brand new. It might have been 
cheap to give, but it shouldn't appear 
cheap once received. 

On the topic of those dreadful “home- 
made” gift certificates, my friend came 
up with this suggestion. Instead of mak- 
ing them for back rubs or emptying the 
dishwasher, she says that for every 
episode of Queer as Fo/k (or The L- 
Word), you should make a coupon, each 
one stating that the giver promises to 
theatrically and erotically re-enact the 
events of that specific episode as each 
coupon is redeemed. 

Most people think lesbians are the 
only ones who appreciate large, battery- 
powered tools. Not true. It's a weird 
people-think-I-shouldn't-be-able-to-do- 
this-so-l’m-going-to-show-them thing, 


You'll leave the studio 
with a Christmas gift 
that will stand as proof 
for years to come that at 
one time, you and 
whatshisface were 
in love 


but gay guys are just as capable and 
enjoy using powertools as your average 
belly-scratching straightie or dyke. So 
when you're in Home Depot this season 
and you come across a power sander on 
special, it just might be the perfect gift 
for your gay guy or gal. 

This wouldn't be a proper gift quide if | 
didn't mention that everyone should be 
reading something Sedaris this season, 
whether it's David's anthology of hilarious 
essays, Holidays on Ice, or Amy's fantas- 
tic hospitality/cook/craft book, / Like You. 

Now this gift is for someone you either 
don't really want to spend more than $5 
on, or for someone who you know would 
swallow the whole sentiment of receiv- 
ing a homemade “with love” present. It's 
my mom’s recipe for her super-addictive 
Lemon Sugar Cookies. 

With a mixer, beat 1 cup of margarine 
(or butter) with 1 cup of granulated 
sugar until fluffy. Beat in 1 egg. Then 
mix in 1 can of Eagle Brand condensed 
milk, 4 tbsp lemon juice and 2 tsp vanil- 
la. Ina separate bowl stir together 4 1/2 
cups flour, 4 tsp of baking powder and 1 
tsp salt. Stir dry ingredients into wet 
mixture gradually until dough forms. 
Split dough into 2 balls, cover with plas- 
tic wrap and refrigerate for 1 hour. Once 
chilled, roll dough out onto flat floured 
surface to about 1/4” thickness. Cut 
Christmas shapes out of dough with 
cookie cutters, place on greased sheet 
and bake at 350 degrees for 8 - 10 min- 

utes. Once cooled, eat—or if you're 
going to be all fancy about it, ice with 
whatever you please. w 


LISTINGS FOR YOU 


CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 11205- 


101 St (479-1999) © Basketball; every Mon (5-7pm) © 
Healing Circle; every Mon (6-8pm) * Boxing; every 
Mon/Thu (7-9pm), every Tue (5-7pm) * Volleyball; 
every Tue (6-Bpm) * Sewing Circle; every Tue (6-8pm) 
© Beadwork Class; every Wed (6-8pm) © C.N.FC. 
Pow-wow; every Wed (6-9pm) © Hip-Hop Class; every 
Thu (5-7pm) © Cree Class: every Thu (6-8pm) ¢ Elders 
and Residency; every Fri (all day) * Safe Using and 
Harm Reduction; Last Fri each month (11am-12pm) © 
Tobacco Reduction; every Fri (1-2pm) * Bigps in Night; 
every Fri (6-8pm) 


CONVERSATION CAFE Unity of Edmonton Church, 
13212-106 Ave * Meeting presented by Rey. Yvonne 
Racine * Every Tue (1-3pm) 


EDMONTON NATURE CLUB Royal Alberta Museum © 
Monthly meeting featuring Gerald Romanchuk speaking 
on birding areas and presenting photos of the birds of 
Christmas ® Fri, Dec. 15 (7:30pm) 


EDMONTON SINGLES DINNER AND WINE CLUB 
www.esdwe.com (465 9979) © Dinner, wine, and danc- 
ing ¢ Dec. 15 


HYPNOTHERAPY INFORMATION SESSIONS 
StillPoint Centre, 200, 11209-Jasper Ave (452-9388) ¢ An 
informal meeting with hypnotherapist Terri Cooper. Find 
‘out how hypnosis and hypnotherapy can benefit you * 
Dec. 16, 23, and 30 (11am-1pm) © Free 


IMAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB Allendale 
School, 6415-106 St (469-9776) www.imagesab.ca © 
Meets every 2nd and 4th Thu (8pm) each month featur- 
ing presentations, speakers, workshops, outings, 
monthly and year-end competitions. Photographers of 
all levels are welcome © $40 (individual member- 
ship)/$50 (family)/$20 (full-time student); visitors may 
attend three times before joining 


MEDITATION © Gaden Samten Ling Tibetan 
Buddhist Meditation Society; 11403-101 St, 

www .gadensamtenting.org (479-0014) by Kushok Lobsang 
Dhamehoe; beginner Tue (7pm); intermediate Wed (7pm); 
advanced Sun (11am-1pm) * Brahma Kumaris World 
Spiritual Organization, 208-10132-105 St, (425-1050) 
www_bkwsu.org; Raja Yoga Meditation 


PARENT TALK (481-1292) Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Edmonton offers support groups and workshops for par- 
ents at various city locations 


‘SELF ESTEEM SUPPORT GROUP (496-5930) © For 
women who are experiencing chaos as a result of a life 
crisis and who feel isolated ¢ Group meets each week 


TOASTMASTERS CLUBS © ‘N'orators: Beverly United 
Church meeting room, 1191-40 St (476-6963) Improve 
speaking skills, leadership skills, time management, 
organizational, listening and social skills; every Wed (7- 
Spm) © Pursuers: Best Westem Cedar Park Inn, 5116 
Gateway Boulevard (457-0808) www.pursuers.org; week- 
ly meetings to improve your communication and leader- 
ship skills ina supportive environment every Wed (7- 
Spm) « Chamber Toastmasters Club: (780) 459-5206; 
Visit us and learn how to deliver effective presentations, 
conduct business meetings, and develop as a communi- 
cator and a leader, every Thu (6pm) 


VOCAL IMPROVISATION GROUP 432 2226 or email 
estheranna.st@gmx.ch ® Group using voice as an instru- 
ment in impro-excercises and in free vocal improvisation 
just starting ¢ The first Sat each month (1-4pm) 


WASKAHEGAN TRAIN ASSOCIATION « (968-2504) « 
Free guided hike/ski, approx. 10 km at Gold Bar Park © 
Dec. 17 (meet at 10am at Gold Bar parking lot) 


WINTER LABYRINTH WALK Riverdale Hail, 9231- 
100 Ave (424-8339) * Begin your new year with a few 
moments of quiet reflection with Jean Ure and Naney 
Brine, open to all ages, and is done in silence. Children 
are welcome ® Jan. 6(11am-2pm) ® Free, donation 
appreciated 


WOMEN IN BLACK In front of the Old Strathcona 
Farmers’ Market © Silent vigil every 1st and 3rd Sat 
ea month, stand in silence for a world without violence 


(10-11am) 
QUEER LISTINGS 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus ® Sex, 
sexual, gender differences in education and culture 
focus group * Contact Dr. Andre Grace 

(andre grace@ualberta.ca) for info 


BISEXUAL WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP 
hittp://groups yahoo.com/group/bwedmonton * Social 
group for bi-curious and bisexual women * 2nd Thu ea 
month (7:30pm) 
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[ vee 106 St (423-5014) © 
nee tavern < ao cos sh ows. 
Members only 


BUDDYS NITE cus 11725B Jasper Ae (488-7736) © 
‘Open nightly 9pm-3am, Fri Bpm-3pm * Sun: Rotating 
drag shows with Mz Bianca and Mz Vanity Fair in The 
Stardust Lounge and GoDiva and Donnatella NE1 in The 
GoDonna Show, OJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Mon; 
Amateur strip contest with Mia Fellow, midnight, Ou 
WestCoastBabyDaddy * Tue: Free pool and tourney, DJ 
Atrowchaser * Wed: Hump day with DJ Sexxxy Sean © 
Thu: Wet underwear contest with Mia Fellow, midnight, 
DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Fri: We made ‘em famous! 
DJ Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid lineup, no cover 
before 10pm * Sat Undie night for men only, free pool 
and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Jasper 
Ave (482-7960) * Open 24/7 ® www.gayedmonton.com 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
Www.edmontonrba.org * Monthly after business 
mixer: Network and share contacts in the GLBT busi- 
ness community * Second Wed ea month 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 11456 
Jasper Ave (488-5742) or contact7@hivedmonton.com * 
Programs and support services for people affected and 
infected by HIV/AIDS and related illnesses. Counselling, 
referrals, support groups, harm reduction, education, 
advocacy and public awareness campaigns 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Roost, 10345-104 St (387- 
3343) © Crossdressers, transsexuals, friends and sup- 
porters meet the 2nd Thu each month (8pm); 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/edmonton_illusions/ 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus © Campus-based organi- 
zation for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified and 
queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, academic, 
straight allies and support staff * 3rd Thu ea month 
(fall/winter terms); Speakers Series. Contact Kris 
{kwells@ualberta.ca} 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, www.edmliving- 
positive.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) * Providing confi- 
dential peer support to people living with HIV ¢ Every Tue 
(7-9pm): Support group © Daily drop-in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St 
Jean, 8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 (490 
7332) ® Program for HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment 
and harm reduction in French, English and other 
African languages ® Every 3rd and 4th Sat (Sam-5pm) 
© Free (member)/$10 (membership) * Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www geoci- 
ties.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational and com- 
petitive swimming with coaching, beginners encour- 
aged to participate. Socializing after practices * Every 
Tue and Thu 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave (488- 
3234) © Open: Mon-Thu 1pm-10pm, Fri 3-10pm * Bears 
Movie Night: Bears Club: fast Sun ea month (1-5pm, TV 
foom) ¢ Trans Education/Support Group: Support and 
education for transsexual, transgendered, intersexed, 
two-spirited and questioning individuals; 1st, 3rd, last 
Sun ea month (2-4pm) with Cody * Sunday Night Men's 
Discussion Group: Mens social and discussion group; 
every Sun (7pm); Rob Wells at robwells7B0@hatmail.com 
© Friends and Family Playgroup: 2nd Sun ea month (2- 
4pm) with Noelle, frrendsandfamilyplaygroup- 
owner@yahoogroups.ca ® Monday Movie Night: Movie 
nights with themed movies and discussion afterwards: 
every Mon ® TTI Alliance: Support meeting for trans- 
gender, transsexual, intersex and questioning 2nd Tue ea 
month; ttiqualliance@shaw.ca, 718-1412 © GLBT Seniors 
Drop-In: Every Thu (2-4pm) with Jeff Bovee, 488-3234 « 
Sick and tired of being sick and tired? Cocaine 
Anonymous meeting; Thu 7-8pm; CA Hotline 425-2715 * 
HIV Outreach: Drop-in circle every other Thu (7pm) ¢ 
Youth Understanding Youth: Youth support and social 
group; every Sat (7-Spm); yuy@shaw.ca; 
www.members.shaw.ca/yuy ® Suit Up and Show Up-Big 
Book Study; Sat (12-2); suitupshowup@hotmail.com* 
NDP LGBT Caucus: last Sun ea month with Jay, 488-3234 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-101 St, back entrance 
(990-0038) ¢ Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) ¢ Open Thu-Sun 
8pm-3am; Fri Sat 8pm-4am © Thu: Gorgeous featuring 
hostess Dr. Lexxxi Tronic. Featuring Drag Kings and 
Queens, burlesque and rotating game shows. Bands 
upstairs monthly * Fri: All Request Dance Party every 
Friday with DJ Jazzy « Sat: Always like New Years 
Eve: with DJ Dan {retro) downstairs and DJ Jazzy (new 
music) upstairs * Sun: A fabulous Drag show every 
Sunday featuring hostess Connie Lingua. Rotating 
guests, live singers and drag Queens, with contests. $2 
cover, free pool all night long * Weekends: $4 {mem- 
bers)/$6 (non-member)/Sun $2 cover 

STEAMWORKS 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5554) © 
Steam baths open daily (24hrs) 

WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open Daily 


{noon) © Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and Patrick © Sat- 
Sun Poo! Tournaments a 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


BRIGHT NIGHTS WINTER FAMILY FESTIVAL 
Hawrelak Park, 9330 Groat Ad (426-4620) ¢ Until Sun, 
Jan. 7 © Donation of cash or non-perishable food items 
for the Edmonton Food Bank 


CHRISTMAS LIGHTS TOURS (420-1757) © Edmonton 
Transit for a tour through Bright Lights, and the 
Legislative and Royal Alberta Museum grounds * Dec. 


TAZ Tickers 


S Valabie ary 


TLLUSIONS tay, 
TWA557 Ave « 


SANTA'S KiD7-, 
AHIP Hop Tist 

* Benefit Concert jn 
Foundation and the s, 
Foundation ® Der 15e 
under) at Ticketia, 


SNOW scu ULPTURE 

Club, 119 Street of = 
227) © Featuring a oy) nt 
Richie Velthuis at 
1S 8 preview @vent 
Skate Festival » 


Dec 
TE 


Ol they 
De 
WINTER SOLSTicE CEL na 
Unitarian Conare ation, 11126 ee 
Three different services... 
7pm also has child are a} 
Spm and 11pm. Aji of the 
based and pagan elem nt 
Celebrate the return of th, 
with home baked 
lows each servi 


BAR-B- BAR 4249. 4249.23 
Sat (Spm): James, (My 
(7pm); James, Mr. Enter, 
CAMELOT SPORTS Ban | 
Every Sun (Spm-12) with Je 
CASTLEDOWN'S P UB js 
(9pm-tam): with Off-Key Enter 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB a 
6565) © Every Tue (9; 
Productions 
CROWN AND ANCHOR 
7696) * Every Thu 
ECCO PUB 9605-65 Ay, 
(Spm); with Sonia, Prosour 
FRANCO'S PUB 14059 
The-Sat (9pm-2am): with Jear 
GAS PUMP 10165-11: 
(8:30pm): Gord's Best Live Singng 
HAWKEYE'S T00 1004:- OS 
(Bpm-midnight): with Deb Thulin, Hoes 
KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave. 59) 
Every Fri-Sat (10pm-2am): Goris Beall 
UONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace im 
Blvd'(431-5815) © Every Sun (pn 
Entertainment 

MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-408 
Karaoke (5pm-late): with Chi 
MOJO'S Best Western Hotel, org 
7888) * Every Fri (9:30pm). with 
Productions 
MEWECASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave (Ml 
Thu Karaoke 
CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 20h 
Every Thu (Spm-tam) 
ON THE ROCKS 1174 
Karaoke Mondays 
Entertainments’ Scott F 
Thursdays: Latin mu: 
{Spm} 
ORLANDO'S 1 15 
Wed/Thu/Sun (9:3 
PEPPERS Westioi 
8022) © Every Thu (9:30pm-| am 
Stonerock Productio! 
RATT 2-900 Studen 
(492-2153) * Hey 
That Tune ever 
every Wed (9pm) 
ROSARIOS 11715.108 4" 
ning Karaoke bar; 7 days 4 
ROSIE'S BAR AND chill « ! 
$1 (423-3499); every Mon-Set 2% 
Ruth * Highstreet, 1051 
(9:30pm) * Old Strath a 
every Thu-Sat (9:20) 
Thu-Sat (Spm-tam}. wil 
SANTANNAS 17°30 910" 
Every Wed! (Bp 12) lt) 
SILVER MARTIN! 10500-1508 
Jam) with ProSoun’ 


277 Oe 


DISCO 13710-104 5«" 
(Zpm-midnight), Sat" 
THORSBY HOTEL © [°" f 
Prosound 

X-WRECKS LOUNGE iol 98 
(7:30-11.30pm) with Sonia. 
YESTERDAY'S 112-209 °°" 
0295) « Every Thu 9 30pm? 
Entertainment al 
ZAKS ON SIST AVENUE I ‘A 
5047) « Karaoke Nights 
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Hoon Print 


from 9am-5pm Mon-Fri ¢ Email o 
legibly on fines at right * Up to 45 Characters per line * Every 
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the Divine Wow’s behaviour, although it's 
funny in a snarky kind of way. Your 
assignment in the coming week, on the 
other hand, is to joke about spiritual mat- 
ters with a more generous attitude. It's 
prime time for you to be humorously 
amazed by the tricky enigmas of creation. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

Imagine you're with a team of explorers in 
Antarctica. You're climbing the 610-metre 
granite spire called Rakekniven that 
thrusts up out of the ice in Queen Maud 
Land. The temperature is 30 degrees 
below zero. There’s not a plant or animal 
in sight. The blinding white emptiness of 
the wasteland beneath you fills you with 
desolate reverence, alienated awe and 
soaring gratitude. As far as you are from 
everything that normally gives you com- 
fort, you've rarely felt stronger or more 
alive. Got that scene in your mind's eye, 
Cancerian? Though you won't experience 
it literally, | bet you'll experience emotions 
similar to those you'd have if you did. 


LEO (JUL 23-AUG 22) 

Your face alternately contorts with 
strain and breaks into beatific grins. 
Your body language careens from gar- 
bled jargon to melodic poetry. Your 
clothes make a fool of you one day and 
show off your inner beauty the next. Are 
you becoming bi-polar? Probably not. 
The more likely explanation is that 
you're being convulsed by growing pains 
that are killing off bad old habits as fast 
as they're creating interesting new 
ones. This is one of those times when 
you should be proud to wear a badge 
that says “hurts so good.” 
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VIRGO (AUG 23- SEP 22) 

Here's the bad news. Sometimes your per- 
fectionism verges on being a sophisticat- 
ed death trip—a manic compulsion to 
trap life inside a tight little cell where no 
change is allowed. Here's the good news: 
you now have the power to strip away the 
pathological part of your perfectionism 
and liberate the healthy core of it. Please 
swear to me that you'll figure out how to 
be more fluid and playful with your zeal 
for excellence. Spend less time running 
your mind in vicious circles and more time 
funning your mind in upward spirals. 


LIBRA (SEP 23- OCT 22) 

There are three kinds of darkness: pathol- 
ogy and evil; the mysterious unknown; 
the shadowy, unripe parts of our psyches 
that are on their way to becoming more 
interesting and useful but are still awk- 
ward and inarticulate. | believe that you 
can help prevent outbreaks of the first 
kind of darkness by developing a closer 
personal relationship with the second and 
third types. This would be a good time for 
you to do just that, Libra. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23- NOV 21) 

Scorpio actor Leonardo DiCaprio is not a 
big fan of locking lips. “When you think 
about it, kissing is pretty disgusting,” he 
told Britain's Eva magazine. “The human 
mouth is one of the dirtiest things on this 
planet. There’s so much bacteria, 
slime,and trapped food.” | hope that you 
will not only ignore DiCaprio’s opinion in 
the coming months, but that you will 
launch a campaign to increase your com- 
mitment to kissing and all related pur- 
suits. In my opinion, the potentials 


fa 
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inherent in 2007 should inspire you to 


faise your mastery of the oral arts to a 
very high level. And it starts now. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22- DEC 21) 

“The thing that makes you exceptional is 
inevitably that which must also make 
you lonely,” said playwright Lorraine 
Hansberry. | agree. That's why my exu- 
berant advice for you this week is also 
cautionary. According to my reading of 
the omens, in 2007 you will have 
unprecedented opportunities to cultivate 
and express the special talents that 
make you so unique. To get to the root of 
them, though, you'll have to be willing to 
get less of the approval and appreciation 
you'd ideally like to have. You may not 
have to be relentlessly solitary, but you 
will have to be vigorously independent. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22- JAN 19) 

Harper's Index says the US government 
spends more than twice as much on mili- 
tary defence than do Russia, China, 
North Korea and Iran combined. The 
aggregate population of those four coun- 
tries, on the other hand, is five times 
larger than America’s 300 million people. 
One might reasonably conclude, there- 
fore, that while the US has a right to 
safeguard itself, its glut of weaponry is 
absurdly extreme. I’m not definitively 
asserting that you, too, are over-invested 
in defending and protecting your inter- 
ests, Capricorn, but the astrological 
omens suggest it's a possibility. Please 
look into it. In any case, consider freeing 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 -FEB 18) 
Some Christians believe Jesus will come 
back to fix this corrupt world. Certain 
Jewish sects propose that the messiah 
will soon appear on Earth for the first 
time. Among Muslims, many predict the 
legendary 12th Imam will return and 
bring salvation to humanity. In India, 
devotees of Vishnu expect the avatar 
Kalki to arrive on the scene and carry out 
a miraculous redemption. Even the Bud- 
dhists prophesy Maitreya, the chosen 
one who'll establish universal peace. 
Personally, | suspect that the whole point 
of our spectacularly confounding moment 
in history is that each of us must become 
our own savior. The coming year will be 
an excellent time, Aquarius, for yesmto 
master the art of doing just that: being 
your own savior. And it all starts now. 


PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20) 

In Cracker's hit song “Where Have Those 
Days Gone,” singer David Lowery 
recounts a road trip he made through his 
old haunts in California. “In Mendocino 
County, | thought | saw Thomas Pynchon 
at the end of the bar,” he croons. “No, 
that's just Rob Brezsny writing his astrolo- 
gy column.” While in the past I've been 
confused with David Duchovny, Peter 
Coyote and Ry Cooder, this marks the first 
time I've been mistaken for the great-nov- 
elist Pynchon. Thanks, David. Now it’s 
time for you Pisceans to find out what 
celebrity you resemble. The omens say 
it's perfect moment for you to identify 
with a hero, role model or famous mover 


up some of your contracted, fearful ener- and shaker. To do so might help free your 


gy and directing it toward more pleasura- 
ble and constructive goals. 


(LASSIFIEDS 


HELP WANTED 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC, 221-3116 
Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, and percussion. 
Private instruction: focus on individual! Professional, 
caring instructors with music degrees. Quality music 
instruction since 1981. 


STUDENTS 
& SENIORS 


4 Hours - AM 
or 
4 Hours - PM 
Mon-Sat 


PHONE 
702-5519 


LASSIFIEDS™ 


PICTURE FRAMES 


MOVIE DOSTER SHOE 


Affordable picture frame options. Music Posters. 
8126 Gateway Blvd. 439-0408. 


SERVICES 


SACE - Public Education Program: Sexual Assault 
Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) provides crisis 
intervention, information, counseling & public educa- 
tion services. The following is a list of topics we 
cover in our presentations. If required we can cus- 
fomize a presentation to meet your needs. T: (780) 
423-4102 / F: 421-8734 / E: info@sace.ab.ca; 
www,sace.ab.ca / 24 Hour Crisis Line: 423-4121 
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REE LINES FOR $15 


CAPS OR BOLDING INCLUDED 


Boys and Girls Clubs of Edmonton offers support groups 
and workshops for parents. Various city locations. Call 
481-1292 for information. 


| Window Painting 
by Smith Grasdal 
479 5623 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
FREE*FREE*FREE*PREESFREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE 
Ads more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
or cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writ- 
ing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
glenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 


Print your ad here... 


self-image from the unheroic confines it 
has gotten stuck in. w 


St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication 
Placement will depend upon available space 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


Female lead needed for short film. 20-30 yrs old to 
play drug dealer Jesus. Paid gig. Make-up, hair on 
set. e-m: josh@joshloewen.com 


Century Dinner Theatre is now holding auditions for 
its 2007 season. Please email audition@shaw.ca to 
make an appointment. 


Edmonton Fashion Week seeks aspiring fashion 
designers and stylists for Cheap and Chic Contest for 
Mar. 22-28. Media Exposure and Promotional oppor- 
tunities. Please e-mail planetze@shaw.ca or call 428- 

3499. Studio located at 10055-80 Ave. Open Wed 

Sat 12am-5pm. 


Teach English Overseas 
TESOL Certified 5 Days in-Ciass or 


Job Overseas Guaranteed! = 
FREE Info Seminar Tuesday @ 7pm 


7712 104 St 
(Calgary Trall Southbound Across from Save-on-Foass) 


1-888-270-2941 —» ee 
globaltesol.com Se FE 
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ARTIST TO ARTIST 


to perform for possible New Years 
by the studio if interested or 
Center, 428-3499 


Seeking dancers 
Eve bash. Please 
call Planet Ze 


Wanted: A Director/FilmMaker with a need for a 
SS 
= 


ANIMATED FILM CONTEST FOR YOUNG CANA- 
DIANS- MAKE THE PIXELS DANCE: from now ‘til 
Jan. 15, 2007 on the NFB's Focus on Animation Web 
site. Youth from 9-20 are invited to grab a cell phone 
or digital camera and make a film up to three minutes 
Jong, with the ordinary—or not so ordinary—materials 
around them. nfb.ca/animation. 


Call for posts to — in $ Country Fair 
2087, the Lotos Land spoken word stage. Email Blaine 
or Dee at mostvocal@canada.com, give a sample of 
work (2-3 poems), a bio. 


Mum, a collective of artists with 
wants youl Share and child- 
= care! 


Call to Enter: ArtsHab Studio Gallery features quest 
artists. Incl: Proposal; 10 slides/photos; CV; Artist state- 
ment. For info Ph Tim 423-2966 


Open Auditions: every Thursday evening, 8pm-12am 
at THE IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail, Edmonton's 
only Dueling Piano Bar. For info Ph Tim @ 904-7455. 


ARTISTS/PHOTOGRAPHERS: darkroom to share, 
excellent equipment. Nominal fee for 
Ghethicals/photo paper. Bernadette @ 868-7353 or 
email: belaberge@shaw.ca 


MUSICIANS 


Solid metal act seeking exp. bass player with 
pipes for serious project. Must be willing to experi- 
ment sonically. Pro gear/attitude. Casey@221-0419. 
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Star uYour Program) 


> 


‘Classes start soon 
- Student Loans 
- HRSDC 


Vancouver, BC 


* 


Leduc : 
Rock, folk, blues, Suit} ne wl : é 
Good gear, can gig, call tutors in your area. Contact the Centre for 
——Eitrncy 421-7323 oF find us online at www. famlit.ca 
R&B band looking for www.chain- 
offools.ca; Danny at Pectsoesi 60. Mentors for Children/Youth. Supportive adult role 
ea tate to share time and Tee Bi kids in 
Improvisation Growp-—just starting! The 1st care. Evening or weekend 
Sat ea month; 1~4pm, using our voice as an instru- Various locations. Lily @4x21 137, ext. 357. 
ment in impro-excercises, in free vocal improvisation. 
Estheranna (780) 432 2226 or e-mail: ‘Old Strathcona Youth Society: Looking for volunteers 
estheranna,st@gmx.ch aged 21+ interested in working with high-risk youth, 
drop-in setting. Ph pet 496-5947, e-m: 
Local a cappella group seeking singers. Looking osyc@telus.net 
for one male and one female, or two females. Contact S- 2 S 
info@svenblvd.com if you're interested. We believe that all children have a right to grow in fam- 


Exp. mature bass sar w/ocals seeks like-minded 
musicians for jam sessions (classic rock 
covers). Occas. no bar gigs. No drugs. Mike 474-3740. 


Multi-instrumentalist from Leduc looking for other 
musicians to create music together. 980-4009. 


Wanted top 40/classic rock and blues bands. 
ee a eee 


LOST AND FOUND 


FOUND: PINK iPOD on bus Nov. 7, Tues. 
ppb@telusp! to ID. 


VOLUNTEER 


Oday) fora\Job) Tomor 


SUAL INST 


ENGINEERING & PRODUGIION 


— 
BROADGA 
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ST ARTS 


jing Smiles Campaign © Meals on 
Wheels are accepting unwrapped new gifts suitable 
for seniors. Drop off at Meals on Wheels, 11111-103 
Ave, Dec. 1-15 * Delivery of gifts: Dec. 18- 
Christmas Day. Ph 429-2020 for info. 


Support the Youth Emergency Shelter Society 
Call 468-7070 to donate taday—and help YESS fulfill 
their mission of giving youth at risk a chance! 


Team leaders needed to volunteer for the Christmas 


Bureau. Schedule and oversee other volunteers at 
donation desks and special events. Ph Lana at 414- 
7682 or www.christmasbureau.ca. 


Volunteer for New Year's Eve Downtown. Indoor 


and outdoor security, craft area supervisors and atten- 

dants and snowball throwing challenge attendants and 
more. Commitment of only 5 hours. Call Scott at 423- 

2822 ext. 31. www.eventsedmonton.ca for more info. 


Ya 


TOLL FREE 


1.800.601.PAVI 
pacificav.com 


ilies and schools, and that all adults deserve to have 
real jobs, homes and friends, Ph 454-0701 and help to 
open the gates to community living in your area. 


HiptepaYouth Group: looking for creative, leaders 

who want to learn more about liver health. Computer 

designers, health promoters, public speakers are wel- 
come, we will provide mentoring. Ph Melissa 444-1547. 


Fall hours of Edmonton Bicycle Commuters, 
Edmonton's volunteer run bike shop are 
Wed 5-9pm and Sat 12 (noon}-Spm. Hours are subject 
to change, please call ahead to confirm: 433-2453. 


Hint Mens ben alloca 


Help to broadcast news for blind and print- 
restricted Edmontonians! Email edmonton@voice- 
printcanada.com, or call 451-8331_ 


Do you want to have fun driving and 
grendpas? We pay your gas! If you can spare 2 hours 
per week/ Monday-Fridays during the day and have 
your own vehicle, we would love to hear from you. Call 
Deanna at Seniors Driving Centre at 732-1221. 


Volunteer Yoga Instructor: Strathcona Place 
Senior Contre. Ph Rite Mittelsteadt 433-5807. 


Volunteers Needed! to teach conversational English 
to adult immigrants at a public library.Various loca- 
tions, avail. 1-2 days/wk. No Experience required. Call 
Judy 424-3545. 


Volunteers Needed! to be an interpreter for 
Spanish speaking newcomers to Canada. Call 
Judy 424-3545. 


Volunteers Needed! for simple clerical and non- 


solicitation phone calls. Downtown, flexible schedule 
2-8 hours/week. Call Judy 424-3545. 


WUEWEEKLY 
CONTEST RULES 


Unless otherwise specified, 
the following will apply: 


- the winner must be 18 or older 
- prize must be accepted as awarded 


~ No one may enter any contest more 
than once 

~ you may win only once every 60 days 
- Vue Weekly reserves the right to 
exclude anyone from our contests 

~ no staff, sponsors or members of their 
immediate family may enter 


~ the personal information of those who 
enter will not be sold but may be pre- 
vided to contest sponsors 


- the chances of winning depend on the 
number of entries received 


- by entering, entrants consent to the 
use of their names by Yue Weekly for 


publicity 
~ Vue Weekly is not responsible for prizes 
unclaimed after 15 days . 


LY 
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ies to 
writing skills, Support provided. 1-2hrs/wk, Various 
Paiscattons Ly 432-1137, ext. 357. 


Volunteer for a more just society for immigrants 
and www. multiculturalcoalition.ca or call 
Janina 423-1973. 


First formational meeting of the Canadian Church of 
Pagan Humanism. Foundresses, nuns, and 
needed. For info and time, call Trey at 
(780) 477-2540 or cageytlc@telus.net. 


Volunteer in Strathcona Place Senior Citizen 
Centre Dining Room, Ph Terrie Shaw, 433-5808. 


SEEKING musicians, literary and visual artists 
for the U of A Hospital's Artist on the Wards volun- 
teer ie us Must have formal rience/training 
and be able to commit 2-3 hrs/wk for 6 consecutive 

months. For information or to book an interview, 
please call 407-8428. 


WECAN FOOD BASKET SOCIETY seeks volunteers 
in the Westview Village neighbourhood. 
Ph (780) 413-4525 www.wecanfood.com 


Volunteer for Canadian Mental Health contact 
CMHSA-ER at 414-6300 or check 
www.cmha-edmonton.ab.ca- 


Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A 
seeks individuals suffering from severe PAS for 
research study. Ph 407-3775. 


Brain Neurobiology Research at U of A 
seeks individuals suffering from PANNE ATTACKS for 
research study. Ph 407-3221. Reimbursement provided. 


Brain Research atU of A 
seeks individuals suffering from PHOBIA for 


research study, Call 407-3221. Reimbursement provided. 


. Brain Neurobiology Research sha am at UofA 
seeks individuals who have recently delivered and are 
suffering from POSTPARTUM DEPRESSION for 


research study. Call 407-3906. Reimbursement provided. 


Volunteer to Strathcona Place Senior Citizen 
Centre Outreach Program. Ph Jo Royal 433-5808. 


The Edmonton Mennonite Centre for Newcomers 


is seeking immigrants who are visual artists, 
www.emen.ab.ca. Full details: Jacqueline Zaro, 424- 
7709 / E: jzaro@emen.ab.ca 


ESL Tutors needed! Call PALS. at424 - 
5514 to help someone learn English as a Second 
Language. Training and materials are provided. 


Kiwanis Club is seeking volunteers to become part 


of the global Kiwanis. For info contact Colin Reichle 
at 460-9639 or Marg Day at 476-5033. 


Become a friend to a NEW Canadian. Dulari at 474- 


8445 or www.eisa-edmonton.org 


Volunteers needed to teach English as as Second 


Language to newcomers during the summer. 
Morning or afternoons at the Edmonton Mennonite 
Centre for Newcomers. Call Marty at 423-9516. 


Become a distress line volunteer. Training classes 


begin in Nov. Ph The Support Network, 732-6648. 
www.thesupportnetwork.com 


Volunteer for the Canadian Birkebeiner Society 
Need: Festival Director; Chief of Timing (Finish Line); 
Chief of Long Starts; Chief of Clothing. For the event: 

Sat, Feb. 10. E-mail: info@canadianbirkie.com/ 
www.canadianbirkie.com / Ph; 430-7153. 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 
Easter Seals. Donate items, bid, have a great time. 
Carmen 429-0137'x233. 
http://auction.edmonton24hourrelay.com. 


IS DRINKING A PROBLEM? 


A.A. CAN HELP! 424-5900 


PERSONALS 


Male desires tall, slender female, 34-36 bust, 
blonde or brunette/oriental for holiday ski trip, 
Nice resort, hot tub, all expenses paid, Must enjoy 
partying and lots of sex 299-9547. 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


INDEPENDANT MONIQUE, 31, 
FRENCH. CLASS WITH EXTRAORDINARY BEAUTY. 
413-0294 (24/7) 


FEMALES NEEDEDII! Make $799 US per month 


with a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur website is 
currently looking for young attractive girls. 
Call Jamie for more info. 1-800-474-8401 
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HoT PILLS 


purse itis. | wouldn't go so far as 
they wouldn't sell such a thing 
‘t valid ("they” sell all kinds of 
ff), but there's good science to 


or Women “aa 
\ffairs & the Men 


support fertility awareness, both as a con- 
traceptive method and a conception aid. In 
truth, you don't really. even need the moni- 
tor, since a woman's body will tell her 
what it’s up to if she knows how to listen. 

If you (the generic you, not the specif- 
ic, biologically male you) want to do fer- 
tility awareness without a monitor, you 
will need a cheap digital thermometer 
and some paper or a spreadsheet pro- 
gram. There's a very slight, like a couple 
tenths of a degree slight, rise in temper- 
ature after a woman ovulates, best 
recorded first thing in the morning 
before you do anything else, like sit up 
or breathe. Any given temperature read- 
ing is meaningless in itself but over a 
few months a pattern tends to emerge. 
Some very nutty data-queens get a kick 
out of making charts with multiple 
coloured pencils. 

Perhaps the most meaningful, and cer- 
tainly the ickiest, of the fertility aware- 
fess signs is the state of one’s cervical 


Vant to Fulfill Them. 


Over 1,000,000 
Ad Profiles 


866-742-2218 


SIGN-U! 
FREE! 


mucus. Toni Weschler, the queen of fertil- 
ity awareness, tells the story of how she 
was unable to get herself booked on any 
of the wholesome morning talk shows— 
nobody wants to hear about mucus, par- 
ticularly right after breakfast—and was 
completely flummoxed until she tried 
telling the producers that she'd be talking 
about cervical fluid instead. Anyway, cer- 
vical fluid runs free and clear like a moun- 
tain stream (except ickier) when a woman 
is fertile, and dries up and becomes 
inhospitable if not downright rude to 
sperm when she is not,’ 

There are other signs and wonders to 
marvel at and to record obsessively with 
coloured pencils. The internet is full of 
detailed instructions, as is the aforemen- 
tioned Ms Weschler’s widely read book, 
Taking Control Of Your Fertility. | myself 
am a fan of obsessive charting combined 
with ovulation predictor kits, which are 
basically just the sticks without the little 
computer to read them out for you. The 


herwood Park, Devon, Drayton Valley, 
Ardrosson, Redwater; Morinville, Beaumont 
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ho 


|| makes condoms seem so, I dunno, quaint 


only real difference is that the monitor, 
when it determines that you are fertile, 
produces a wee hen’s-egg-shaped icon, 
which always bothered me a little. If I'm 
finding nursing a bit disturbingly bovine, | 
found that picture just a little too ... 
chickeny. Now that | actually have kids, 
there are enough things around here that 
cluck and moo, thanks. 

LOVE, ANDREA 


DEAR ANDREA 

Because we have a Jong distance rela- 
tionship, sometimes when | see my girl- 
friend she’s on her rag and so we can't 
have sex. She suggested buying some 
medicine to control her rag or at least 
delay it. | don’t know anything about pills 
but can they cause people to be unable to 
get pregnant? | know that she’s getting 
the pills because sex is important to both 
of us, but I'm worried about her health. Is 
there a pill that you could suggest? 

LOVE, TO PILL OR NOT TO PILL 


DEAR PILL 
You know that “on her rag” is not the 
proper technical term, right? | worry that 
you might approach a pharmacist af doc- 
tor with questions about rag control and 
I'm sorry, | just don’t see that going well 
The “medicine” you're looking for is just 
plain old birth control pills, so while it cer- 
tainly can cause people to be unable to 
become pregnant, that should not be a 
problem later (| hope much, much later) 
when your girlfriend is ready to have a 
baby. Regular pills will work if taken all 
month long, as will the fancy new ones sold 
specifically to limit a woman's period to 
four times a year (sold as Seasonale). Any 
of these will require a doctor's prescription, 
and | couldn't be happier about that. You 
guys sound a little unclear on 2 number of 
concepts, which is fine as long as you're 
not messing around with anything that 
could seriously screw you up if mishandled, 
like, oh, somebody's endocrine system. 
LOVE, ANDREA 
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